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U.S. presses Syria on peace process 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — Secretary of State Warren Christopher 
Sato Tuesday that Washington had no plans to take Syria off its list of 
countries that support "terrorism.- and Thar he would press Damascus 

^ h f > 4 I ;* 1 r 11 J* teilin * *** minister that the 
United States will play its full role of a partner in th peace process T 
f?‘ d Mr. Chmtopher ahead of a meeting with Syrian Foreign Minister 
FaroukAJ Sharaa in the first Washington get-together between the 
top diplomats from the two countries since 1975. Asked whether 
Washington planned to remove Syria from its list of countries involved 
in “terronst activities around the world. Mr. Christopher saM, “No.** 
By remaining on the Hst. Syria will continue to be ineligible for U S 
loan guarantees to help its faltering economy. Mr. Sharaa said Syria is 
"committed to a just and comprehensive peace" and would work with 
the United States to move the peace process forward. Despite Israeli 
agreemeents with the Palestine Liberation Organisation and Jordan. 
Syria ha s not ye t reached an accord with the Jewish state. (Pens urges 
Syria to n eg otiate, page 1ft). Damascus has denounced the Israeli-PLO 
agreement signed last month but said ii would not seek to undermine 
the pact 
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Turkey revives Mideast water project 

ANKARA (R) - Turkey raid on Tucrfay that w a i er coopefttliOT 
would help keep peace in the Middle East and dusted offfl MW 
Turkish proposal for a pipeline to pump fresh waier to nine couftlFles 
in the region. State Minister Mehmct Golhan told an international 
waier conference that the project to pump water from rivers in 
southern Turkey would sene regional stability at a time when Israeli* 
and Palestinians were making peace. "As Israel and Palestine bury 
their swords... Turkey believes a reassessment of the peacewater 
pipeline project should be made by all counilies it would serve," Mr. 
Golhan said. "The mie meaning of the peacewaier prajeci is to prove 
that water can be an element of cooperation... by creating a mutual 
dependency on water, thus contributing to peace and stability." The 
peacewater project, first proposed by Turkey's late President Turgui 
Ozal . envisaged pumping a daily six million cubic metres of water from 
the Ceyhan and Seyhan riven in southern Turkey la feed nine Middle 
Eastern countries. But Mr. Golhan. commenting rivers like the Tigris 
which flows through Iraq and the Euphrates which flows through Syria 
and Iraq, said Turley did not feel obliged to meet all the water needs 
of downstream countries. 
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U.N. reduces 
aid in Iraq 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — The 
United Nations has reduced its 
humanitarian activities in Iraq 
because of insufficient funds, 
the coordinator of the prog- 
ramme. Mohammad Zejjan. 
said on Tuesday. **We have so 
far received $150 million in 
direct or indirect funds but our 
budget for the current year 
called for $489 million," Mr. 
Zejjari told AFP. Mr. Zejjari 
said 300.000 people were re- 
ceiving aid in northern Iraq 
although the programme 
aimed at reaching 750.000 peo- 
ple. It was the same in south- 
ern Iraq where only 350,000 
people out of 550.000 were 
getting U.N. assistance, the 
Moroccan diplomat said. The 
United Nations set up the aid 
programme in Iraq at the end 
of the Gulf war in February 
1991 , with funds collected from 
donor countries on a voluntary 
basis. 

Libya will not bend 
to West — Qadhafi 

TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi on 
Tuesday urged his people to 
confront Western plans to 
tighten sanctions on his coun- 
try over the Lockerbie stan- 
doff. "History is renewing it- 
self. The crusaders are beating 
the drums of war and we must 
fight those calling for con- 
frontation," Colonel Qadhafi 
told a rally in Sabha. southern 
Libya. “Libya is not afraid of 
the embargo and it will not 
bend," he said, according to 
state-run television. Britain, 
France and the United States 
tabled a resolution Friday at 
the U.N. Security Council-call- 
ing for tighter U.Nv sanctions- 
against Libya for its refusal to 
hand over for trial two Libyans 
suspected of blowing up a Pan 
Am airliner over the Scottish 
village of Lockerbie in 1988, 
killing 270 people (See page 2). 

Clerides denounces 
Turkish defiance 

UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 

— President Giafcos Clerides 
of Cyprus stud Tuesday, that 
the long-standing partition of 
his island is the result of Tur- 
kish defiance of U.N. resolu- 
tions and the failure of the 
organisation to enforce its 
position. Speaking before the 
48th General Assembly, Mr. 
Clerides said immediate “corv- 
certed action” is required by 
the international community to 
end the crisis in Cyprus, which 
is partitioned between ethnic 
Greek and Turkish communi- 
ties separated by U.N. 
peacekeepers. ‘ 

Guerrillas attack 
Israeli militia allies 

MARJAYOUN, Lebanon (R) 

— Guerrillas attacked an 
Israeli-backed militia post in 
South Lebanon Tuesday 
wounding a militiaman, secur- 
ity sources said. The guerrillas 
fired anti-tank rockets and 
machineguns at a hilltop South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) militia 
post at Suweida on the edge of 
Israel's unilateral “security 
zone,” the sources said. One 
SLA mDitiaman was wounded 
in the assault. The SLA retali- 
ated by firing heavy artillery 
into Iqlim. AIToufah mountain 
ridge, a bastion of Hizboilah 

rrillas just north of the buf- 
r strip, they said. Two houses 
.were hit in the village of Arab 
Salim bait there, was no word 
on casualties. 

Low funds threaten 
Afghan repatriation 

GENEVA (AFP) — U.N. re- 
fugee officials said Tuesday a 
shortage of funds might force 
them to dose down their prog- 
ramme to repatriate Afghan 
refugees, with only $150,000 m 
cash left for the effort. "We 
could actually run out of cash 
and shut down our repatriation 
programme if we dp not get a 
quick infusion of funds." said 
Ekber Menemenciogiu. the 
U.N. High Commissioner- for 
Refugees (UNHCR) official 
for the region covering Afgha- 
nistan. Iran and Pakistan, 
nisran. Iran and Pakistan. The 
UNHCR, which distributes 
$25 in cash and .50 kilogram- 
mes ( 1 ID pounds) of flour to 
every Afghan refugee on his or 
her return -home. ... 


Yeltsin consolidates grip, 
orders security crackdown 


Combined agency dispatches 

MOSCOW — Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin outlawed 
public meetings and sacked 
political opponents Tuesday in 
a massive security crackdown 
ordered to stabilise Moscow 
and avert further violence and 
political unrest. 

The death toll from the two- 
day uprising by his conserva- 
tive opponents here meanwhile 
was put at around 170, as 
civilian and military officials 
pieced together body counts 
and admitted there were still 
corpses inside the gutted par- 
liament building. 

Criminal proceedings began 
less than 24 hours after the 
leaders of the armed rebellion 
were jailed and Kremlin aides 
said Mr. Yeltsin was deter- 
mined to act swiftly to punish 
persons judged responsible for 
tile insurrection which capped 
an 11-day standoff between the 
president and the parliament 
he dissolved on Sept. 21. 

Although there were reports 
of isolated resistance from 
holdout snipers in and around 
the parliament building, tanks 
and other heavy armour used 
in Moscow to crash the rebel- 
lion on Monday were with- 
drawn from the city. 

In a decree, Mr. Yeltsin 


announced supplementary 
security regulations to help en- 
force the state of emergency in 
Moscow that included restric- 
tions on movements of people 
and vehicles, random identity 
checks and a ban on public 
gatherings. 

The text of the decree stated 
the measures were necessary to 
“liquidate armed bandit*' 
groups and authorised 
Lieutenant-General Alexander 
Kulikov, who was charged with 
enforcing the state of emergen- 
cy, to use the mass media to 
explain the measures to the 
population. 

Two liberal Russian news- 
papers were published Tues- 
day with several blank spots 
where censors had removed 
articles judged “dangerous” 
for state security and a number 
of hardline opposition publica- 
tions were barred from pub- 
lishing altogether. 

The fiTSt night of the 1 1 p.m. 
to 5 a.m. curfew — only the 
second such ban imposed since 
World War II — passed with 
most Muscovites hardly aware 
it was in force. Some 300 peo- 
ple were briefly detained for 
being on the streets without 
passes. 

The text of the decree -pub- 
lished on Tuesday gave police 
broad powers to search vehi- 


cles and individuals suspected 
of not holding a valid “prop- 
iska” (resident's permit) for 
the capital. 

Moscow Mayor Yuri Luzh- 
kov and military authorities 
said checkpoints would be set 
up to enforce the measures. 
Mr. Luzhkov suggested 
Muscovites could help “dean 
out” the city of criminal ele- 
ments by informing on neigh- 
bours violating regulations. 

Interfox news agency said 
Mr. Luzhkov told a meeting of 
senior city administration offi- 
cials that the curfew would 
remain in force “as long as is 
required to restore order in the 
dty.” 

“Luzhkov said Moscow 
would be cleaned out of people 
who have been living without a 
propiska, some for months in 
hotels. These indude former 
deputies of the Russian and 
Soviet parliaments,” the agen- 
cy said. 

“He suggested appealing to 
Muscovites to inform police 
about people living without 
permits.” 

A senior member of Mr. 
Yeltsin's administration said 89 
people were killed in two days 
of violence on the streets of 
Moscow, exduding those who 
djed when government forces 
attacked leaders of the com- 


munist revolt in the deposed 
parliament. 

Itar-Tass news agency said 
Gen. Kulikov told the meeting 
checkpoints would be set up 
from Tuesday. 

Tens of thousands of police 
would be brought in to man 
them, aided by groups of civi- 
lians to act against criminals. 
Special permits were being 
issued to allow for movement 
through the dty during curfew. 

Thousands of Muscovites 
already had to endure traffic 
jams caused by random checks 
launched on Tuesday morning 
on approach roads to the capit- 
al. 

Some workers wanted to 
know how to get to their night- 
shifts. 

Offirials noted a sharp re- 
duction in petty crime, a rarity 
during the Soviet era but now 
ramapant in most Russian 
rities, traffic police said not a 
single car had been stolen. 

A military spokesman ear- 
lier said a “relaxed” system 
had been in force overnight. 
The lack of passes had created 
confusion for factories work- 
ing around the clock. 

The night calm was shat- 
tered by gunfire oustside the 
offices of Tass about six hours 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Soldiers arrest a suspect 
the building (AFP photo) 


Russian Partiament buDding Tuesday after the assault on 


Mubarak gets new 






CAIRO (Agencies). — Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
on Tuesday won an easy third 
term in office but faces opposi- 
tion calls for democratic 
change and Islamic militants 
bent on toppling his govern- 
ment. 

Interior Minister Hassan A1 
Alfi announced that the presi- 
dent swept to a new six-year 
terra with the backing of more 
than 96 per cent of voters in a 
plebiscite on Monday. 

Egyptians went to the polls 
in a ‘‘yes or no” presidential 
poll in which Mr. Mubarak, 
proposed by parliament, was 
tiie only candidate. 

General Alfi said 96.28 per 
cent of almost 16 million votes 
cast were for the president and 
3.72 per cent against. Almost 
three million, or 16 per cent, of 
the country’s 19 million reg- 
istered voters abstained. 

Mr. Mubarak, 65, who took 
over after his predecessor 
Anwar Sadat was assassinated 
in 1981, was re-elected twice 
before with more than 90 per 
cent of votes cart. 

But opposition parties 
charge that the government 
inflates the figures. 

Journalists reported several 
irregularities in the latest poll, 
notably it was not a secret 
ballot and that schoolchildren 
under the voting age of 18 were 
led to polling booths by their 
teachers. 


King sends 
congratulations 

HIS MAJESTY King Hussein 
Tuesday sent a cable to Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
congratulating him on his 
reelection for a third term and 
wishing him continued good 
health and happiness. 


In villages around the Mus- 
lim fundamentalist stronghold 
of Asshit, the turn-out was 
estimated as low as five per 
cent and the stations reserved 
for women were empty. 

Mr. Mubarak takes the oath 
of office on Oct. 13. 

He has made the fight 
against Islamic militants a 
priority of his third term, while 
pledging to draw the non- 
violent opposition into a 
national dialogue. 

The opposition has called for 
constitutional changes to allow 
several candidates to run for 
president. It has also criticised 
the government's human rights 
record, notably, cm the treat- 
ment of political prisoners. 

Mr. Mubarak, after 12 years 
in power, has also foiled to 
name a vice-president who 
would serve as his successor. 
His strongest challenge com- 
from Muslim milit 


es 


litants. 


(Continued on page 3) 


Somalia braced for 
murderous clash 


Combined agency dispatches 

MOGADISHU — The Somali 
capital braced Tuesday for a 
showdown between the local 
militia of General Mohammad 
Farab Aideed and the United 
States after a murderous battle 
that left several Americans be- 
lieved captured. 

U.N. military spokesman 
said at least 12 American 
troops were killed in Sunday's 
clashes with Aideed's men, 
while 75 were injured, totalling 
about a quarter of the elite 
contingent in the U.S. Quick 
Reaction Force (QRF) here. 

International relief workers 
said more than 500 Somalis 
were killed or wounded in the 
battle. 

Officials refused to speculate 
how many soldiers in the U.N. 
Operation in Somalia (UN- 
OSOM II) were missing since 
Sunday's battles, but one U.N. 
source in New York said they 
included six crew members 
aboard one of two Black Hawk 
helicopters shor down by mili- 
tiamen. 

The U.S. Defence Depart- 
ment would not confirm a re- 
port that seven U.S. Army 
Rangers were taken prisoner, 
one official saying “we can’t be 
sure they’re not still out there 
are just haven't reported 
back.” 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 


admitted Monday that a “small 
number” of American soldiers 
were missing and warned that 
the “United States — not the 
United Nations” would take 
“appropriate action" should 
any of them be mistreated. 

Gen. Aideed's Somali 
National Alliance (SNA) 
showed a videotape Monday of 
a U.S. helicopter pilot they 
were holding and the militia 
was believed Tuesday to be 
frying to track down another 
U.N. captive in the capital. 

Reports said the second sol- 
dier was “neither black nor 
white, but brown.” A Malay- 
sian soldier was killed in Sun- 
day's fighting which also in- 
volved Pakistani troops. 

U.N. deputy military 
spokesman Tim McDavitt said 
Tuesday that of the 12 U.S. 
Black Hawks that went into 
action on Sunday, three were 
hit by hostile fire apart from 
the two shot down. 

U.N. troops captured a 
score of Gen. Aideed's milit- 
ary aides in the operation. 

A Somali journalist said 
eight American soldiers were 
being held hostage by gunmen 
loyal to Gen. Aideed. 

Abdul Kadir Abdi Gutale of 
the pro-Aideed Qaran news- 
paper quoted top Aideed sup- 
porters as saying the prisoners 

(Continued on page 10) 


Arafat and Rabin meet 
today in Cairo on self-rule 


Combined agency Hhpatriwf 
ISRAELI PRIME Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat will try to 
sort out the troublesome de- 
tails of the Palestinian auton- 
omy accord in Cairo on 
Wednesday, Israeli and Egyp- 
tian officials said Tuesday. 

The two old men, meeting 
on the 20th anniversary of the 
1973 Arab- Israeli war. will dis- 
cuss implementation of self- 
rule, elections to the auton- 
omous council and the make- 
up of delegations to negotiate 
the fine-print. 

The autonomy deal comes 
into effect in the occupied 
Gaza Strip and the West Bank 
town of Jericho from Oct. 13, a 
month after it was signed. 

Israeli Environment Minis- 
ter Yossi Sand described the 
meeting as “very important.” 

“The two men will try to 
settle all the problems and 
clear up the misunderstand- 
ings,” he said. “The prime 
minister reached the conclu- 
sion that to achieve that it was 
necessary to talk directly.'' 

Mr. Arafat, who says he 
expects to be in Gaza by die 
new year, shook hands with 
Mr. Rabin at the White House 
signing ceremony in a symbolic 
end to decades of conflict. But 
the Cairo session will be their 
first official talks. 

Mr. Rabin will meet Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak 
in his offices in the Heliopolis 
suburb and then hold separate 
talks with Mr. Arafat at the 
nearby Tahra Palace, the pre- 
mier's spokesman Gad Ben 
Ari told AFP. 

“We are trying to start nego- 
tiations on the agreement with- 
in a week or so from now 
therefore this meeting is neces- 
sary," Mr. Ben Ari said. 

In Cairo, an Egyptian offi- 
cial said earlier that Mr. 
Mubarak would also take part 
in the Rabin-Arafat talks. 

Mr. Rabin protested Satur- 


day over the PLO's failure so 
for to name a team to negotiate 
the implementation of the 
accord with Israel. 

“We have to get used to such 
meetings. There will be more 
and more of them." Agricul- 
ture Minister Yaakvo Tzur 
said. 

The decIarataDj^f principles 
provides only a framework for 
self-rule and calls for further 
negotiations, agreements and 
the ^establishment of commit- 
tees to work out details. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation’s (PLO) Execu- 
tive Committee will name the 
members of the autonomous 
authority in the territories on 
Oct. 10. 

“We hope the meeting will 
be a new starting point for the 
negotiations, after the spirit of 
the peace accord was violated 
by the Israeli army’s repressive 
measures against Palestinians 
in the occupied territories.” a 
PLO official associated with 
the talks told Reuters in Tunis. 

Mr. Rabin proposed the sur- 
prised meeting. 

Since the signing of the 
accord. Israel has cracked 
down on Palestinians in the 
West Bank, netting some of 
Mr. Arafat's Fateh followers, 
while Palestinians have struck 
back with attacks including a 
suicide bombing strike on a 
bus. 

Mr. Arafat, in a letter to Mr. 
Rabin last week, denounced 
Israeli security force opera- 
tions against Palestinian activ- 
ists in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip as a violation of the spirit 
of the Sept. 13 accord. 

The PLO, eager not to fuel 
opposition to the accord and to 
guard its flank from inroads by 
tiie militant Hamas, called on 
Israel to stop hunting activists. 

The Cairo meeting comes at 
a key moment to improve rela- 
tions between the longtime 
adversaries and promote 
confidence-building measures 


necessary for implementation 
of the self-rule agreement in 
the occupied territories, the 
Palestinian sources said. 

“The meeting will discuss 
the arrangements for the next 
negotiations and the 
confidence-building measures 
including the detainees, dis- 
placed persons, the end to dai- 
ly repressive measures and re- 
moval of (East) Jerusalem's 
isolation,” a senior PLO leader 
who asked not to be named 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Arafat intends to discuss 
with Mr. Rabin the release of 
thousands of Palestinian activ- 
ists detained in Israeli jails. 
PLO officials said. 

“The release of all the de- 
tainees will have positive 
effects on all Palestinian fami- 
lies. wherever they are," the 
officials said. 

Mr. Arafot and Mr. Rabin 
will also discuss arrangements 
for a found of talks on agree- 
ments necessary for the imple- 
mentation of the peace accord, 
the main negotiating points 
are: 

— Details on the Israeli 
withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank area 
of Jericho stoning on Dec. 13. 

— Transfer of authority, 
starting on Oct. 13, from 
Israeli military and civil admi- 
nistration to “authorised 
Palestinians” in five spheres — 
education and culture, health, 
soda! welfare, direct taxation, 
and tourism. 

Establishment of a Palesti- 
nian police force and of mea- 
sures to prevent "disruption 
and disorder.” 

— Immediate formation of a 
joint Israeli-Palestinian liaison 
committee and an Israeli- 
Palestinian economic coopera- 
tion committee. 

— Procedures for admission 
of Palestinians displaced from . 
West Bank and Gaza Strip in 

(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan determined not to let itself be used to serve Israeli economy 


By Samir Shafiq 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Details of how 
the economic relations would 
be between Jordan and the 
autonomous Palestinian enti- 
ty have not been discussed 
yet, but there is a broad 
understanding with the 
Palestinians on the 
framework for such relations, 
a senior official told some 500 
prominent businessmen 
Monday night. 

Dr. Jawad A1 Anani, 
minister of state for prime 
ministry affairs, explained to 
his audience attending the 
10th economic forum orga- 
nised by the Jordanian 
.Businessmen Association 
that economic specifics would 
be discussed thoroughly be- 
tween the Jordanians and the 
Palestinians once the econo- 
mic. facets of the Israeli- 
Palestinian negotiations be- 
come dearer- 

The minister noted that the 


declaration of prindples be- 
tween Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) touched upon econo- 
mic matters only in generality 
and, as such, in-depth discus- 
sions were needed between 
the two sides on these issues. 

Dr. Anani said that Jordan 
could not be excluded from 

. the scene as the Kingdom had 
to be directly or indirectly 
involved in the process with 
either the Israelis or the 
Palestinians or even with 
both. 

“The situation therefore 
necessitated the decision of 
last week to form a 
Jordanian- Israeli committee 
which would complement the 
Israeli-Palestinian negotia- 
tions," Dr. Anani said. 

According to the minister, 
the political emphasis had de- 
layed the Palestinian nego- 
tiators from discussing econo- 
mic issues with the Israelis, 
but. as a result of the adv- 
anced negotiations on the 


Jordanian-Israeli track, the 
proposed Jordanian-Israeli 
economic committee would 
come into play to help 
achieve a Palesti/iian-Israeii 
economic arrangement that 
would be' acceptable to the 
three parties involved. 

Dr. Anani said it was very 
clear from the Israel-PLO de- 
claration of prindples that 
Israel was trying to keep its 
control on the Palestinian 
economy at the lowest cost 
and highest possible return 
. against the will of the Palesti- 
nians and the PLO. 

“Despite any dedsion to 
consolidate our ties with 
Palestine, we in Jordan can- 
not just sit with our hands 
tied to the Israeli presence 
there during the interim 
period which can extend for 
five years,” he said. 

He added: "If we take a 
negative stand watching how 
things would turn out. we 
might find ourselves after five 
years foring a distressful fact 
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Jawad A1 Anani 

that would force us into tak- 
ing harmful political deri- 
sions that would be bruising 
to our economic structure 
which have been built by 
much effort and by high 
finandng." 

The minister noted that the 
Israeli occupation has lasted 
more than the period of unity 
between the two banks of 


Jordan and stressed (hat 
“leaving things for five years 
without a clear role (for Jor- 
dan) would result in a larger 
intertwining between the 
Israeli and Palestinian econo- 
mies.” 

“We will be finding 
ourselves negotiating, from a 
weak position, with both par- 
ties for an economic rela- 
tionship," he said, emphasis- 
ing that despite high risks. 
Jordan should move to build 
strong economic ties with the 
Palestinians during the five- 
year interim period to coun- 
ter current and future Israeli 
economic ambitions. 

He said those Israelis who 
describe themselves as 
“doves" on the political are- 
na and show willingness to 
make territorial concessions” 
would be "hawks" in insisting 
on compensating the "con- 
cessions" for economic gains. 

“The political doves are 
economic hawks." he re- 
ported adding that "this is the 


real danger in the (Israeli) 
Labour Party policy." 

Dr. Anani warned against 
exagerations describing Israel 
as a “Dracula” ready to suck 
in and absorb Arab econo- 
mies. 

“The fact is that Israel 
largely depends in its philoso- 
phy on seizing the opportun- 
ity to benefit from the finan- 
dal resource that will be 
made available in the region. 
It also seeks to develop the 
ideological and practical 
framework for quick gain 
from any available opportun- 
ity,” he said. 

However, he added, statis- 
tics point out that if all forms 
of aid is to be lifted. “Israel 
would shrink to an economy 
struggling for survival just 
like any other neighbouring 
Arab country.” 

Yet. Dr. Anani cautioned. 
Israel should not be under- 
estimated. He said Israel has 
unique capabilities, espedal- 
ly in the agricultural, medical 


and water research areas. 

As such, he said. “While 
we should not be comfortable 
to Israeli intentions, plans 
and endeavours to substitute 
its financial resources during 
wartime with other resources 
during peacetime, we should 
nor exaggerate its capabilities 
by imagining her (Israel) as a 
superpower.” 

The minister said there was 
no doubt that a geographical 
configuration **of the region 
was being drawn up. “It is a 
fait accompli; a new shape 
that is not being drawn by a 
magidan’s brush but rarher 
by the parlies involved in it. 
These parties are the ones 
which will define its para- 
meters in the long term.” 

Dr. Anani said there were 
many difficult questions 
which could be asked but 
what could be predicted from 
the studies currently bring 
undertaken is that the“ Middle 

(Continued on page 6) 









Middle East News 


No progress in Lockerbie standoff 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies I — There was no clear sign 
of progress on the Lockerbie 
affair here Monday, with both 
Libya and the three Western 
countries refusing to back 
down from their positions. 

Representatives of France. 
Britain and the United States 
reiterated in a meeting with 
U.N. Secretary General Bout- 
ros Ghali their position that 
only a firm pledge from Libya 
to hand over the two Locker- 
bie suspects- would ward off the 
threat of stronger U.N. sanc- 
tions. 

After meeting later in the 
day with Dr. Ghali. Libyan 
Foreign Minister Omar A1 
Muntasser said no progress 
had been made towards setting 
a date for a handover. 

But he added that he hoped 
the issue would be resolved by 
the time he left New York for 
home on Sunday. 

The three Western countries 
tabled a resolution Friday call- 
ing for tighter U.N. sanctions 
against Libya for its refusal to 
hand over for trial in Scotland 
two men suspected of blowing 
up a Pan Am airliner over 
Lockerbie in 1988, killing 270 


people. 

But they had indicated they 
would not be pushing for its 
immediate adoption by the 
Security Council, in the hope 
that Libya would respond. 

Libya has said it will allow 
the two men to go to Scotland, 
but that it cannot force them. 

Brirish U.N. Ambassador 
Sir David Hannay said during 
Monday's meeting that Britain 
is willing to meet with the 
Libyan side, but only to discuss 
the mechanics of the handover 
and on the basis ‘that Libya 
pledge in advance to hand the 
two men over within two 
weeks of such a meeting, diplo- 
mats said. 

The three countries have 
also made it clear, however, 
that if a date for that meeting is 
not set by the end of the week, 
the three will go ahead and 
push for adoption of new sanc- 
tions. diplomats said. 

Asked later after his half- 
hour meeting with Dr. Ghali if 
a date for such a meeting had 
been set. Mr. Muntasser said: 
“No. not yet.” 

But he also said his talks 
with Dr. Ghali had been fruit- 
ful and that they would meet 


again. 

The Libyan minister is due 
to address the General Assem- 
bly on Thursday and may make 
a further statement on the mat- 
ter then. 

Asked if there had been any 
new developments during 
Monday's meeting. Mr. Mun- 
tasser responded simply “No.” 

In response to a question as 
to whether he thought he had 
succeeded in delaying sanc- 
tions. he replied: “Well, I hope 
that I have lifted” them, 
“that's what I’m working" for. 

Apart from the Pan Am 
suspects. France also wants to 
question at least two Libyans 
in connection with the blowing 
up of a French UTA airliner 
over Niger in 1989 in which 170 
people died. 

A letter sent by Mr. Muntas- 
ser to Dr. Ghali Friday reiter- 
ated that Libya was willing to 
let the Lockerbie suspects go 
to Scotland, but did not answer 
the basic demand for a full 
commitment to a handover, 
diplomats said. 

The U.N. Security Council 
imposed an air and arms 
embargo on Libya in April last 
year. The new resolution 


would freeze Libyan assets 
abroad and block delivery to 
Tripoli of certain oil industry- 
related items. 

The official Libyan news 
agency JANA said the Libyan 
authorities could not force the 
two Lockerbie suspects to sur- 
render. 


Libya said last week it was 
encouraging the two, Abdul 
Baset Aii Mohammad Al Meg- 
rahi and A I Amin Khalifa Fhi- 
mah. to stand trial in Scotland. 

But on Monday a JANA 
commentary said: “Libya im- 
presses on the two suspects' 
that they are free to stand trial 
in any country. It cannot force 
them to surrender because this 
would be against the principles 
of human rights and interna- 
tional law.” 


The agency was commenting 
on a statement by the French 
envoy to the United Nations. 

The suspects' defence team, 
which includes at least one 
British lawyer, announced in a 
statement in London on Mon- 
day that they would meet in 
Tripoli, probably on Friday, to 
advise their clients whether or 
not to go to Scotland. 


Kuwaitis disappointed 
with their parliament 


By Diana Elias 

The Associated Press 


KUWAIT — Many Kuwaitis 
feel their new parliament, 
widely seen as a beacon of 
democracy in the Gulf region, 
has failed to deliver in the first 
year of its four-year term. 

The 50-member Majlis Al 
Umma (parliament) was 
elected Oct. 4, 1992. in the 
aftermath of die Gulf war. 
Opposition reformers took 35 
seats. 

The reformers had promised 
to fight corruption, usher in 
democracy and make the Al 
Sabah family, which has ruled 
the emirate for more than 200 
years, more accountable. In- 
stead, it is seen to have com- 
promised on key issues. 

It has abandoned its push for 
a high-level probe into bow the 
emirate was caught unpre- 
pared when Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in Augusrl990. Such a 
probe would inevitably reach 
into the royal family. 

Instead, it will form a “fact- 
finding committee" with li- 
mited powers. 

“This parliament only looks 
like an opposition parliament. 
In reality, it's pro-govern- 
ment." huffed Mohammad Al 
Jassem, a leading lawyer and 
political commentator. 

"Kuwaitis are frustrated... 
most of us know that it’s not 


proper to judge parliament af- 
ter only one year, but there are 
many negative indications." 
said Mubarak Al Adwani, a 
liberal columnist and unsuc- 
cessful candidate last year. 

He said the opposition has 
not been effective because of 
the coordination the various 
factions, wh’icfa range from 
Islamic fundamentalists to 
liberals, displayed during the 
election campaign has evapo- 
rated. 

Legislators cite as one major 
victory a new law to protect 
public money, adopted after 
the emirate was rodced by a 
string of financial scandals. 

But parliament's credibility 
has been undermined by its 
apparent cave-in over a poten- 
tially explosive issue — its de- 
mand for a high-level inves- 
tigation into how the emirate 
was caught totally unprepared 
when Iraq invaded in August 
1990. 

The government is reluctant 
to allow any probe that would 
inevitably reach into the royal 
family and parliament has 
agreed only to form a “fact- 
finding committee” with li- 
mited powers. 

But reformers know that if 
they push the Al Sabahs too 
Haiti, the emir. Sheikh Jaber 
Al Ahmad Al Sabah, could 
suspend parliament — as he 
did in 1986 when he felt it was 
too critical of the government. 


Turkey may repeat air 
raids on northern Iraq 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey 
shrugging off reports that 
weekend air strikes killed nine 
civilians in northern Iraq, said 
Tuesday it would repeat its 
raids on separatist Kurdish 
guerrilla targets whenever the 
need arose. 

“In operations carried out 
by land and air units of our 
security forces against the ban- 
dit camps, the bandits were 
given the lesson they de- 
served,” Prime Minister Tansu 
Oiler’s office said in a written 
statement. 

An Iraqi Kurdish official. 
Safeen Dizayee, said on Mon- 
day that nine civilians, four of 
them women, had been killed 
and seven wounded in Turkish 
air and artillery attacks on two 
villages in northern Iraq on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

The statement from the 
prime minister’s office said 


Turkey was investigating the 
reports of civilian casualties, 
but said the operations had 
achieved their aims. 


“In line with the principle of 
wiping out the bandits on the 
spot. These operations will be 
carried out whenever neces- 
sary,” the statement added. 

It said reconnaissance had 
shown that the “secessionist 
murder organisation” — the 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) 
— had been gathering forces in 
two border areas and had been 
planning to infiltrate into Tur- 
key. 

Mr. Dizayee. Ankara-based 
spokesman for the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP). ack- 
nowledged the presence of 
mobile groups of PKK fighters 
in the mountains of northern 
Iraq, but said the organisations 
had no bases there. 



Kuwait denies choosing Apache helicopter 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has denied it had decided to buy 
Apache attack helicopters from McDonnell Douglas and said 
its armed forces were still evaluating a range of helicopters it 
might buy. “They are still doing the evaluation. They are 
evaluating a lot of helicopters from different companies.” a 
Defence Ministry spokesman told Reuters by telephone. 


Asked about a Reuter report that Kuwait had decided to buy 


betweeen 18 to 24 Apache helicopters worth around $5‘ 
million, he said: "That is not true.” The report from Dubai 
quoted military experts and a Western industry source. The 
Linked Arab Emirates took delivery on Sunday of the first six 
of 20 Apache helicopters on order and the military experts 
were quoted as saying Kuwait was next in line to sign a 
contract to buy. The UAE is expected to take delivery of the 
remaining 14 Apaches in late 1994.. Under the deal McDonnell 
Douglas agreed to reinvest in projects in the UAE. Any sale to 
Kuwait would require approval by the U.S. Congress, which 
has in the past objected to the sale of sophisticated arms to 
Arab states for fear they could some day be used against 
Washington's close ally Israel. Saudi Arabia and Egypt have 
also ordered Apaches and the United States gave Israel 24 of 
the helicopters out of the army’s inventory after the Gulf war 
of 1991. The Apache is competing mainly against the Cobra 
made by Textron Inc's Bell Helicopter unit of the United 
States. 


Security forces kill three in Algeria 


ALGIERS (R) — Algerian security forces shot dead three 


militants during separate searches for wanted men, official 
sources said on Monday. Two were killed at the weekend in 
Algiers^ and the third on Friday in Medea, 65 kilometres 
southwest of the capital, the official news agency said, quoting 
security sources. At least 520 armed militants have been killed 
since last Dec. 5, when the authorities imposed a night curfew 
on much of Algeria to combat militant violence. 


EC defers decision on observer for Cyprus 


LUXEMBOURG (R) — European Community (EC) foreign 
ministers put off a decision on Monday on whether to send an 
EC observer to Cyprus to monitor progress in U.N.-brokered 
efforts to find a political settlement for the divided island. 
“Most member states thought that a decision was premature.” 
one diplomat said, hinting imminent elections in Greece were 
one of the reasons for the postponement. The ministers also 
agreed that formal EC membership talks could start with 
Cyprus only after a settlement had been found, although it 
would review that stand if no solution had been found by 
January 1995. The ministers agreed they would continue to 
support U.N. efforts to find a solution and that, in the 
meantime, an existing association agreement would be used to 
strengthen links and pave the way to eventual membership 
talks. Cyprus has been split since 1974 when Turkish troops 
seized its northern third in the wake of a short-lived coup in 
Nicosia backed by the military junta then ruling Greece. 


Groups urge halt to U.S. Somalia operations 


PARIS (R) — Two French relief groups active in Somalia 
called Monday for an end to U.S. military operations, saying 
hundreds of civilians had been killed or wounded in the latest 
fighting in the capital Mogadishu. International Action 
Against Hunger (AICF) and Pharmacists Without Borders 
(PSF) said the Digfer and Benadir hospitals in Mogadishu 
lacked surgeons, medicine and supplies of blood and could not 
treat the avalanche of casualties. The Red Cross has said at 
least 500 people were wounded. “AICF and PSF call for an 
immediate halt to military operations blindly carried out by 
(U.S.) Rangers and Delta Force soldiers who have already 
caused the death of hundreds of Somali civilians,” the group 
said. They called on the United Nations to do its utmost ro 
reach a negotiated settlement in Somalia. At least 13 U.S. 
troops were killed and 75 injured in fighting on Sunday. 
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Somalis pose in a Mogadishu street Tuesday with what they daim to be the remains of a U.S. soldier killed during Sunday’s 
battle (AFP photo) 


United States caught in Somali trap 


By Christian Chaise 

Agence France Presse 


LOS ANGELES — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton is facing one 
of the toughest situations 
since he took office as reports 
came in that at least one 
American soldier had been 
captured in Mogadishu. 

A senior U.N. official con- 
firmed Monday that 12 U.S. 
soldiers were killed, 76 were 
wounded and six others were 
reported missing in Sunday's 
battle with fugitive warlord 
Mohammad Farah Aideed’s 
militia in the Somalia capital. 

The escalating violence in 
Somalia has also raised 
doubts over U.S. participa- 
tion in an eventual 
peacekeeping effort in Bos- 
□i a- Herzegovina, on which 
Mr. Clinton last week placed 
several conditions. 

On a tour of California to 
plug his health-care reform 
package, Mr. Clinton Mon- 
day acknowledged that “a 
small number” of American 
soldiers were missing 
Somalia. 


in 


Earlier in the day. Defence 
Secretary Les Aspin said a 
U.S. helicopter pilot had 
apparently been captured by ' 
General Aideed’s men. 

Despite the receding Rus- 
sian crisis, Mr. Clinton still 
has been unable to focus on 
pressing domestic issues, hav- 
ing to promise here that he 
would now focus his efforts' 
on Somalia. 

It was the first time since 
the 1991 Gulf war that an 
American soldier has been 
taken prisoner m combat. 

When former President 
George Bush committed 
U.S. troops in December to a 
humanitarian mission in 
Somalia, the U.S. ambassa- 
dor in Nairobi warned tbat 
the country could become a 
second Beirut for the United 
States. 

Mr. Clinton inherited the 

S redicament, but upheld Mr. 

ush’s derision to save hun- 
dreds of thousands of Somalis 
from starvation, brought on 
by a protracted civil war, and 
declared the humanitarian 
mission a success. 


He has also made it clear 
that his aim is to withdraw 
from Somalia as quickly as 
possible — the United States 
relinquished control of the 
Somali mission to the United 
Nations in May — while mak- 
ing sure the situation does 
not revert to what it was prior 
to U.S. intervention. 

The United States has two 
equally unsatis facto ry c h oi ces 
to make in Somalia: To with- 
draw and admit defeat before 
Gen. Aideed's forces, or stay 
on and risk having more of its 
soldiers killed — 20 have 
fallen so far — or captured. 

Mr. Clinton must also de- 
cide whether he should 
negotiate with Gen. Aideed 
for the release of the cap- 
tured American soldier. 

For the time being, instead 
of going ahead with plans to 
withdraw some of toe 4,000 
U.S. troops in Somalia, Mr. 
Clinton has announced he 
will send in shortly 200 rein- 
forcements backed with tanks 
and armoured vehicles. 

“In the meanwhile, you 
may be sure that we will do 


whatever is necessary to pro- 
tect our own forces in Soma- 
lia and to complete oar mis- 
sion there," Mr. Clinton said. 

The ever deepening Somali 
quagmire has strengthened 
me hand of congressmen 
opposed to sending troops 
where no vital U.S. interests- 
are at stake. Mr. Clinton 
personally echoed such feel- 
ms in ms speech Sept. 27 
before the U.N. General 
Assembly. 

And a solution to the Bos- 
nian civil war could bring 
matters to a bead, since an 
international peacekeeping 
effort in the former Yugoslav 
republic would entail 50,000 
troops, half that number pro- 
video by the United States. • 
Mr. Clinton said Congress * 
would have to approve such a 
move. 

When Mr. Clinton in May 
announced he favoured air 
strikes against Serbian 
targets, many in Congress 
warned him of the risk in 
having U.S. pilots shot down 
and made captive in former 
Yugoslavia. 


Iran denounces Israel-PLO 
accord as a ‘conspiracy’ 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Iranian Foreign Minister All 
Akbar Velayati denounced 
Monday last month’s accord 
between Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) as a “conspiracy against 
Islam and Palestine.'' 


oian people or Al Quds Al 
Sharif on behalf of the Mus- 
lims. We consider the signing 
of this accord as a conspiracy 
against Islam and Palestine ana 
we disagree with it.” 

Mr. Velayati said the “fai- 


He was referring, in a speech 
to the General Assembly, to an 
agreement for limited Palesti- 
nian self-rule in the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip. 

Mr. Velayati said Israel, re- 


lying on the support of a num- 
ber of powerful states, had 


E 


disregarded with impunity 
Security Council resolutions, 
pursued a militaristic policy, 
persisted in aggression and ex- 
pansionism and avoided any 
commitment to international 
nuclear non-proliferation 
agreements. 

“In our view peace, stability 
and mutual confidence can 
only return to the Middle East, 
and the Holy Land of peace 
and revelation, through serious 
and even-handed treatment of 
these realities and the full res- 
toration of the inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian peo- 
ple,” he said. 

“Based on these objective 
historical realities, recent 
accords, notwithstanding the 
international fanfare, do not 
present a realistic solution to 
the root causes of the conflict, 
do not promise restoration of 
Palestinian rights and thus can- 
not establish justice, which is 
the only foundation of a lasting 
peace. 

“And no one can cede Pales- 
tine on behalf of the Palest i- 


iya! 

lure of the Security Council to 
squarely face the Palestinian 
crisis and the constant aggres- 
sions against Palestinian peo- 
ple, Lebanon and Syria," was a 
sad illustration of a preference 
for political interests over 
ace, security, international 
aw and equity. 

“The unfolding human 
tragedy in Bosnia-Heizegovina 
is yet another disturbing evi- 
dence of the consequences of 
the Security Council's ac- 
quiescence in aggression and 
failure to resolutely tackle the 
causes of the abhorrent 
attempt to annihilate an entire 
nation.” 


The Iranian minister said the 
council had neglected repeated 
calls by the General Assembly 
to fulfil its international re- 
sponsibility and had even dep- 
rived the victims of the means 
to defend themselves. This was 
a reference to a two-year-old 
U.N. arms embargo still in 
force against all republics of 
the former Yugoslavia. 

“The lifting of the arms 
embargo against the Bosnian 
government, and strengthen- 
ing the defensive capabilities of 
Bosnian Muslims are, in our 
view, the most effective 
guarantee for the durability of 
any peaceful settlement and 
prevention of future aggres- 
sion.” 


Two militants sentenced 
to death in Yemen 


mini ir i 


ADEN, Yemen (AP) — A 
court in the province of Hadra- 
mant has sentenced two Mus- 
lim fundamentalists convicted 
of terrorism to death by firing 
squad, court officials said 
Monday. 

Another five of the 10 defen- 
dants received sentences rang- 
ing from five to 10 years im- 
prisonment. Three had been 
acquitted. 

The sentences were handed 
down Saturday but it took two 
days for the news to reach this 
southern port, city of Aden 
because or poor communica- 
tions in Hadramaut, 620 
kilometres (385 miles) east of 
Aden. 


T 


Judge Mohammad Salem Al 
Hadidi passed the two death 
sentences on Saleh Omar Al 
Jarow and Tb&nian Mosa'ad 
Bal-Harth at Al-Qatan prim- 
ary court in Hadramaut. 


f 1 , 

The three acquitted were, lu t'L t 1 k 
Yasser Mohammad Al Jarow, 

Adel Saleh Bakheshwan and 
Saleh Salem Aboulaan. 

The men were detained in 
May, after at least one police- •• • 
man was killed chasing the.'/' * 
group. Yemen security officials 
said they also seized hand gre- - 
nades, radio transmitters, ex- 
plosives, bullets, two Kalash- 
nikov rifles, two military uni- 
forms, rocket-propelled gre- 
nades and religious tracts. 

Hassan Hussein, the assis- 
tant interior minister, told the 
Associated Press last month ' 
that some members of the 
underground group were be- 
lieved to have been volunteers 
in Afghanistan in the 1980s. 

There they joined Mujahedcen 
rebels fighting Soviet troops 
and Kabul’s communist 
regime. 


The judge also sentenced 
Hassan Ben Saleh Ben Basher, 
Saleh Saeed Masjedi and 
Mohammad Obeid Hussei- 
noun to 10 years’ imprison- 
ment, while Sabri Omar*Ben 
Dahbaj and Ramadan Moursel 
Ben Sanad got a five-year pris- 
on term each. 


He said they were recruited^' 
into what he called “the Inter- 
national Islamic Jihad orga- 
nisation” and said its leader 
was Hassan Al Tnrabi in 
Sudan. ! 


The 10 were accused of be- 
longing to the underground 
Yemen Islamic Jihad, under- 
mining state security and pre- 
meditated murder. The pro- 


He also accused the group of 
attacks on the homes of prom- 
inent political figures in the 
months leading to the April 
elections. 


secution requested the death 
or m 


penalty for five, and long jail 
terms for the others. 


Po lice are still hunting six 
extremists linked to bombings 
of Aden 'hotels in December 
1992. They had been jailed, 
but escaped earlier this year 
with help of a guard. 
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"9:13 Beirut (ME) 

*1*30 Sanaa (IY) 

!?«• Jeddah (SU) 

J3J® Abu Dhabi (GF) 

!*4S Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PI) 


MARKET PRICES 

Uppcr/lowcr price in lib per kg. 


-Appic . 
Banana 


Banana (Mukammarj . 
Beans 


Cabbage 

Carrot 

Cauliflower 

Cucumbers (large) .... 
Cucumbers (small) ... 


rig 

Garik 

Grapes 

Guava 

Lemon 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Mulukhia 

Okra " 

Onion (Ay) 

**PP<w(hot) 

Pepper (sweet) 

Potato .. 

Tomato 

Sweet mdon • " 


... 8UU/600 

680 

620 

. 850/650 
.. 150/ 100 
... 420/3WJ 
. 150/250 
. 200 / 100 
. 380/300 
280/200 
. 280/150 
1000/900 
... 380/300 
. 560/420 
. 220/140 
240/140 
440/430 
200/ 100 
12009001 
260/200 
280/ 200 
280/200 
. 450/350-1 
... 120/80 
.. 300200 
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Amman sets campaigning regulations 
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AMMAN (Petra) — In prepa- 
ration, for the Nov, 8 general 
elections the Greater Amman 
Wu-nictpaliiy Tuesday 
tonounced regulations con- 
cerning the hanging of candi- 
date campaign posters. 

Z Candidates must obtain per- 
^aissiorr from the municipal au- 
thorities to hang posters and 
Rimers along- streets or public 
tiares, said the regulations. 
^Posters and 'banners must 
bot obstruct traffic or the -vi- 
sion of motorists and should be 
fixed at least 50 metres away 
JTbm traffic lights, the regula- 
tions stipulated. 

'.‘Banners stretching across 
streets must be firmly fixed at 
.least five metres above high- 
ways and four metres above 
Jbe city roads, according to the 
regulations. 

The municipality banned 
alastering pictures, notices, 
'eaflets. writings, photos of 
:andidates or any election 
materials on the walls of 
iomes, verandas, external 
walls and facades of buildings 
sr business stores, or on traffic 
ight or electric and telephone 
xtst s. as well as on traffic 
signs. 

Madaba district, south of 
Amman, Tuesday reported 
that 33 voting centres m the 
rity and surrounding villages 
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Bays 

Campaign banners filled tbe streets and public squares of Amman prior to the 1989 
parliamentary elections (Photo by Yousef Al 'Allan) 


have been prepared and 95 
ballot boxes have been instal- 
led. 

In making the announce- 
ment. Hashem Faouri. Mada- 
ba district governor, who is 
also head of the election com- 


mittee in the area, said that 
43,000 registered voters will 
vote to elect two Muslims and 
one Christian for the Madaba 
region which is the sixth dis- 
trict linked to the Amman gov- 
emorate. 

He said at least 20 candi- 


dates are expected to run for 
the seats, but meetings and 
visits are continuing to finalise 
the list of candidates. 

In Maffaq govemorate. with 
75.489 registered voters, five 
candidates will be elected to 
Parliament. 


r ; ■ 
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BAZAAR TO HELP 
ORPHANS: Deputising for 
Her Majesty Queen Zdn, the 
Queen Mother, Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basina 
Tuesday opened a charity 
bazaar organised by the di- 
plomatic corps in Amman, in 
-cooperation with Umm Al 
Hussein Orphanage. Re- 
venues from the sales at the 
bazaar will benefit the 
orphanage’s projects and 
activities. On display were 
food, do thing, wooden and 
silver items from Jordan, 
Iraq, Egypt, Tunisia, Moroc- 
co, Lebanon, Sudan, Turkey, 
France, the U.S., China, 
Japan, Korea, Spain and Ita- 
ly (Petra photo) 
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Seminar urges amending law 
to benefit women tenants 


-»=*=* AMMAN (Petra) — A semi- 
— nar on women and habitat de- 
v yelopment organised by the 
'."T Housing and Urban Develop- 
f ,Zkment Department (HUDD) on 
l.’fr the occasion of World Habitat 
f Day ended in Amman Tuesday 
with a call on the concerned 
authorities to introduce 
' amendments to the existing 
-? Landlord and Tenant Law so 
that the wife and children of a 
’ tenant would have the right to 
... - continue to renting the same 
premises if the husband (the 


signatory of the lease) moves 
out of the residence and if he 
divorces the women. 

HUDD Director General 
Yousef Hiyasat said the dele- 
gates to the seminar called for 
the removal of legal barriers 
that present women from ac- 
quiring loans for development 
schemes. 

The recommendations called 
for the appointment of more 
women in habitat and housing 
projects and the creation of 
women’s unions which encour- 


age households to save for 
development plans, said Mr. 
Hiyasat. 

According to Mr. Hiyasat, 
the recommendations included 
a call for the creation of a data 
bank that would provide 
documented information about 
Jordanian women’s activities 
and maintain 'contacts with 
Arab and international in- 
formation centres to gather 
data on women's experiments 
in other parts of the world. 



INAUGURATING SPORTS EXHIBIT: Her 
"-Royal Highness Princess Alia Al Hnssein 
-Tuesday inaugura tes an exhibition on sport 
. supplies and equipment, educational games 
Jj)-and materials and. ready-made clothes at 
International Automobile Fair Complex. 
The exhibition is organised by Anna Estab- 
lishment for Trade Services and Organisa- 
tion of. Exhibitions. Taking part in the 
exhibition are 70 Jordanian companies and 
establishments. 


Also Tuesday Her Highness visited the 
Ministry of Social Development where she 
met with the Minister Mohammad Al 
Sqour, who briefed her on the ministry's 
activities, particularly its efforts to ensure 
the development of rural women. Princess 
Alia discussed with Dr. Sqonr prospects of 
enhancing cooperation between the minis- 
try and tbe Rural Women’s Development 
Society (Petra photo) 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


» PSD officers leave for Croatia 

• AMMAN (Petra) — Public Security Department 
- (PSD) Director General Maj.-Gen. Abdul Rah- 

man Al Udwan Tuesday saw off a new group of 
‘ public security personnel who left for Croatia to 
' join the United. Nations peace keeping forces. 
Also bidding farewell to the departing officers 

* were the PSD director's assistants and senior 
-' officers. 

; Envoys to Australia, Yemen approved 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Australian Govern- 
; nient has approved Jordan’s designation of Hani 
tabbarh as Jordan's ambassador to Australia. 
The Yemeni government also approved Jordan s 


designation of Fayez A I Rabie as Jordan s 
ambassador in Sanaa. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet Tuesday 
approved the recommendations by the Invest- 
ment Promotion Committee to establish several 
industrial projects, including electric lamps, 
foodstuffs, ceramics and basic minerals and 
advanced engineering technologies. The Cabinet 
also endorsed a decision by the Development 
Committee to extend the grace period allowed to 
farmers to fully settle their debt. Under the 
decision, farmers who settle their debts by the 
end of this year will get an exemption of 25 per 
cent of the total debt and interest due. 


Arab-Swiss 
trade group 
visits JTCEC, 
Sahab estate 

AMMAN (Petra) — A delega- 
tion representing the Arab- 
Swiss Chamber of Commerce, 
led by Elias Arieh, Tuesday 
visited the Jordan Trade Cen- 
tres and Export Corporation 
(JTCEC), where they met with 
its director general, Moham- 
mad Bani Hani. 

Dr. Bani Hani briefed the 
group on its activities in prom- 
oting Jordanian exports and 
industries abroad, and holding 
related exhibition. 

The delegation also listened 
to a briefing on the exports 
support project being carried 
out by JTCEC in cooperation 
with the Swiss government. 

Mr. Arieh stressed the need 
to enhance bilateral coopera- 
tion in all fields and voiced the 
chamber’s interest in extending 
support to JTCEC help it par- 
ticipate in the Lausanne Inter- 
nationa] Exhibition outside of 
Geneva. 

Dr. Bani Hani and Mr. 
Arieh discussed the possibility 
of holding a Jordanian-Swiss 
week in Geneva during the 
second half of 1994. 

The delegation later visited 
the industrial estate of Sahab 
and listened to a briefing on 
the efforts there to encourage 
industrial investments by pro- 
viding services and facilities to 
manufacturers. 


Ex-Turkish 
official heads 
for Iraq from 
Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) — Former 
Turkish Interior Minister 
Esmat Sirkin left Amman 
Tuesday for Iraq after a one- 
day stop over in the Kingdom. 

Mr. Sirkin is accompanied 
by an international press de- 
■ legation of 25 journalists. 

The visit to Iraq, he said, is 
aimed at demonstrating soli- 
darity with the Iraqi people. 

In a departure statement. 
Mr. Sirkin said his visit is not 
official and he is not carrying 
with him any special projects 
prepared by the Turkish gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. Sirkin arrived in Am- 
man Monday en route to Iraq. 

He voiced hope that Iraq 
will restore its role as an active 
and peace-loving member na- 
tion. . . . 


Popular Unity Party drops out 
of November parliamentary race 


Bv Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Popular 
Unity Party (PUP) Tuesday 
became the second political 
party to opt out of the race in 
the Nov. S parliamentary 

elections: 

Citing financial constraints 
and a need for more long 
term organisation, the party's 
secretary general Talal 
Ramaht told the Jordan 
Times earlier this week, "we 
had planned to field 16 candi- 
dates. now we are fielding 8. 


bur we really have to look at 
our means and study our 
chances at the polls."’ 

But a PUP announcement 
made available to the Jordan 
Times Tuesday said "the par- 
ty will be withdrawing from 
this year's race." hoping to 
make a strong bid at the 1997 
legislative elections. 

Any party member is free 
to run as an independent, 
said the party statement. 

PUP is the second of Jor- 
dan's twenty political parties 
to announce that it will stay 
out of the Nov. 8 elections. 


The Arab Baath Progres- 
sive Party had announced 
during the summer that it 
would field no candidates in 
the fall elections. 

The political events since 
the signing of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation- 
Israel accord on Sept. 13. 
ignited a debate over whether 
elections should be delayed. 
PUP was one of several par- 
. ties in favour of a delay. 

But the timing of elections 
is unsuitable for some newly 
formed political parties for 
several reasons. 


Many of the smaller poli- 
tical parties have said that 
they need at least a year or 
two to raise funds and estab- 
lish themselves nation-wide 
before they could successfully 
bid for seats in the Lower 
House of Parliament. 

While half a dozen parties 
including the Islamic Action 
Front and the Jordanian 
Communist Party have 
already announced their 
candidates, most political 
parties spent this week in 
emergency sessions to formu- 
late campaign strategics and 
select their candidates. 


Engineering group 
reports 2.5% jobless 
among its members 


AMMAN (Petra) — The un- 
employment rate among certi- 
fied engineers 2.5 per cent, 
according to Jordanian En- 
gineers Association (JEA) 
President Husni Abu Ghaida. 

With 30,000 engineers certi- 
fied by the JEA the number of 
unemployed is minimal, said 
Mr. Abu Ghaida adding that 
the job seekers will be able to 
find work after the new regula- 
tions concerning the employ- 
ment of engineers in their par- 
ticular specialisations are en- 
forced. 

In a statement Tuesday out- 
[ lining the JEA’s activities. Mr. 
Abu Ghaida said the associa- 
tion worked to and succeeded 
in finding work for 300 en- 
gineers. 

Since the beginning of 1993. 
he said. JEA has arranged for 
the training of another 300 in 
the private and public sectors. 

Mr. Abu Ghaida pledged 
that the JEA will pursue al! 
efforts to find work for unem- 
ployed JEA members in fac- 
tories, companies, contracting 
firms and other concerns. 

Hisham Khreisat, head of 
the JEA’s Employment and 
Training Department, said the 
association contributes JD 
50,000 annually to the Ministry 
of Public Works and Housing 
to help finance training for 


engineers. Mr. Khreisat said 
330 members benefited from 
this programme last year and 
124 others have received train- 
ing this year. 

In 1993, the JEA started 
cooperating with the Jordanian 
Armed Forces and the Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS). which 
offer engineers six to nine 
month training courses, he 
said. The JEA provides JD 50 
in monthly stipends for each 
trainee, added Mr. Khreisat. 

This year also arrangements 
were made with several indust- 
rial companies to train 118 
engineers for six months, and 
the JEA is providing each tra 
inee with the same monthly 
stipend and paying a JD 60 
training fee for each partici- 
pant, Mr. Khreisat said. 

The JEA is also seeking for 
the engineers abroad and is in 
constant contact .with Arab 
countries to determine the 
needs of various specialisa- 
tions, according to Mr. 
Khreisat. 

He said the JEA has suc- 
ceeded in finding work for 
some engineers in this en- 
deavour and hopes that local 
and foreign firms would con- . 
tact the association whenever 
they seek to recruit engineers 
since it maintains pertinent 
files on its members. 


Workshop to address 
post-war rehabilitation 
projects in Mideast 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Uni- 
versity of Jordan next Saturday 
will host a workshop on plan- 
ning and managing post-war 
rehabilitation programmes in 
the Middle East, to be 
attended by delegates from va- 
rious regional and internation- 
al organisations, according to 
Kamel Mahadin, head of the 
meeting's preparatory commit- 
tee. 

Recent studies in this field 
have revealed the lack of 
appropriate information about 
post-war reconstruction and 
rehabilitation projects and the 
inability of government institu- 
tions to carry out such prog- 
rammes. added Dr. Mahadin 
in a statement Tuesday. 

The workshop, which is 
being organised by the Facul- 
ties of Architecture of the Uni- 
versity of Jordan and York 


University in the United King- 
dom, aims to gather and docu- 
ment expertise related to this 
subject and also establish 
cooperation at the regional 
level, he noted. 

Dr. Mahadin said the dele-- 
gates will contemplate the 
creation of a regional centre 
dealing with post-war rehabi- 
litation and development of 
human settlements. 

Participants in the five-day 
workshop will discuss special- 
ised topics including civil de- 
fence, planning for emergen- 
cies reconstruction and rehabi- 
litation of stricken areas in the 
-aftermath of armed conflicts 
and the socio-economic and 
psychological dimensions re- 
lated to the re-establishment of 
human settlements, according 
to Dr. Mahadin. 


Mubarak gets new term 


(Continued from page 1) 

whose battle with the author- 
ities with the aim of setting up 
an Islamic state has claimed 
more than 200 lives since 
March 1992. 

Mr. Mubarak has promoted 
Defence Minister General 
Mohammad Hussein Tantawi 
to the rank of field marshall. 
Cairo newspapers announced. 

Field Marshall Tantawi. who 
distinguished himself in 
Egypt’s Gulf war campaign, 
was only the fifth Egyptian 
army commander to win the 
rank in the last 40 years. 

Mr. Mubarak, like all of 
Egypt’s presidents an ■ ex- 
military man himself, in recent 
months has stressed the loyalty 
of the armed forces, who are 
widely thought to be the most 
powerful group influencing 


pointer in Egypt. 

The president cultivates a 
civilian image but has fre- 
quently visited armed forces 
camps on high profile tours. 
The day before Monday’s poll. 
Al Akhbar newspaper bla- 
zoned the headline, "armed 
forces declare their loyalty to 
Mubarak" across its front 
page - 

On Tuesday. Egyptian tele- 
vision showed Field Marshall 
Tantawi. who has increasingly 
been seen at Mr. Mubarak’s 
side on official tours, wearing 
rhe epaulettes of his new rank 
as he accompanied Mr. Mubar- 
ak to lay a wreath on the tomb 
of the unknown soldier. 

Previous generals to become 
field marshalls gained high 
profiles as influential public 
figures. 


JL >e water ... every drop counti 


Beggars, homeless to be 
apprehended — minister 


AMMAN (Petra) — Staff 
vehicles will be used to pickup 
and transport street beggars 
and homeless individuals to the 
appropriate authorities, 
according to Minister of Soda! 
Development Mohammad Al 
Sqour. 

In cooperation with the Pub- 
lic Security Department 
(PSD), ministry vehicles will 
be making regular rounds on 
the streets of the capital from 
7:00 a.m. until 10:00 p.m.. said 
Dr. Sqour. 

Ministry officials will process ’ 
each case separately to deter- 
mine which individuals are in 
actual need and which are 
simply violating city ordi- 
nances. explained the minister. 

Dr. Sqour urged the public 
to refrain from giving beggars 
any assistance because, he 
said, encouragement means 
helping them to remain beg- 
gars for a lifetime. 

The minister also called on 
the public to report to the 
police any beggars found 
loitering in their areas. 

He said begging reflects a 
negative image of the society 
and opens tbe door to vice and 
immoral behaviour. 

Referring to the ministry's 
drive to help the handicapped. 



Mohammad Al Sqour 


Dr. Sqour said the ministry 
was opening centres for their 
rehabilitation and has arranged 
with the Ministry of Education 
to open primary education 
classes for handicapped chil- 
dren at centres run by charit- 
able organisations. 

So far. 22 such classes have 
been opened and plans are 
under way for more, he added. 

Furthermore, he said, the 
ministry recently opened a spe- 
cial office to help find jobs for 
handicapped persons in local 
factories and companies. 
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Chilean travel agents 
to arrive for talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An official 
delegation of Chilean travel 
agents, headed by the presi- 
dent of the Chilean Associa- 
tion of Tourism Enterprises, 
O no fire Urrutia, is expected to 
arrive in Amman today 
(Wednesday), according to 
Chile's Ambassador to Jordan,, 
Nelson Hadad Heresi. 

At tbe invitation of the 
Ministry of Tourism. Royal, 
Jordanian (RJ) in cooperation 
with the Chilean embassy, the 
delegation will visit different 
tourist attractions in the King- 
dom and conduct working 
meetings with the relevant au- 
thorities. 

The purpose of the visit, said 
the ambassador, is to build 
stronger tourism exchanges be- 
tween Chile and Jordan, in- 


cluding a proposal to begin 
direct flights between the two 
countries. 

Mr. Heresi said that because 
of the prospects of peace in the 
region, there is a great interest 
on the part of Chilean and 
other Latin American tourists 
to visit the historic and 
archaeological sites in Jordan, 
Jerusalem and the other holy 
places. 

Chilean travel agent delega- 
tion's visit comes as part of die 
Cultural' and Scientific Coop- 
eration Agreement signed re- 
cently between the govern- 
ments of Jordan and Chile to 
promote tourism exchanges 
between both countries. 

A reciprocal visir by a Jorda- 
nian official delegation to 
Chile is also planned. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

ft Art exhibition by artist Mahmoud Al-Ubedi at the French 
Cnltnral Centre. 

* Art exhibition by artist All Al Mi 'mar at the Orfali Art 
Gallery. Telephone 826932. 

* Photographic exhibition on nature and the township of 
Sakeb by artist Ghassan ’Aayasrah at the Student Affairs 
Department at the University of Jordan. 

* Exhibition of etchings by Mohammad Omar Khalil at Da rat 
Al Fnnon of the Abdul Hamid Shoman Foundation in Jabal 
Lnweibdeh. Also showing the permanent exhibition. Tele- 
phone 643251/2. 

* Plastic art exhibition by artist Hussein Daaseb at the Alia 
Art Gallery. 

* Caricature drawings exhibition by artists Mustafa A] Wawi 
and Ala’ Tabash at the University of Jordan’s Student 
Affairs Department. 

■is Painting exhibition by artist Fateh Moudarres at the 
Baladna Art Gallery. 

* Art exhibition entitled “Eastern Dancing — Enter tainment 
in Spare Time” by Sigrid Bensemann at Goethe Institute. 

■is Hie First Internationa! Festival of Fine Arts in Jordan 
entitled “Colour and Light in the Nabatean Civilisation” at 
the Jordan National Gallery of Fine Arts m Jordan. 

DRAMAS 

ft Children’s drama entitled “Aladdin’s Lamp” at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at 1:00 a.m. 

* Folklore drama entitled “The Season” al the Royal Cultural 
Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

BOOK EXHIBITION 

ft Comprehensive book and educational aids exhibition at the 
International Exhibition Hall - University Road. 

FILM 

ft Feature film entitled “The Shooting Party” at the British 
Council at 7:00 p.m. 
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From Russia with what? 

THE FACT that the Russian people came so 
close to a bloody civil war but pulled from the 
brink at the last minute calls for a look back at 
what has happened in the Russian capital and 
to draw the right conclusions from it. 

To start with, the high casualties of the 
bloody Monday are bound to leave a lasting 
imprint on the national psyche of the people. 
The severity of the material destruction, espe- 
cial!/ the flames that swept through the Russian 
parliament, presumably the bastion of the 
legislative branch of government, will also 
haunt the nation for many years to come. If it 
turns out that the wounds inflicted on the 
country by the forces loyal to president Boris 
Yeltsin are deep and enduring, then there is no 
telling when the next move of the foes will take 
place. Surely, though, there is bound to be 
some sort of reaction that could eventually lead 
to the downfall of the regime. 

The biggest fatality of the political turned 
military confrontation in Moscow is democra- 
cy. Ironically, both branches of government, 
the executive and the legislative, were fighting 
for “democracy,” as they respectively per- 
ceived it. Yeltsin made it clear time and again 
that his assault on the people's congress build- 
ing was to save democracy in his country. 
Ousted Vice President Alexander Rutskoi and 
former speaker of parliament Ruslan Khasbu- 
latov and their supporters had also been 
claimin g that their struggle was motivated by 
their desire to defend democracy Normally, 
the judiciary should have, been allowed an 
opportunity! to arbitrate a compromise but the 
chief executive was not about to heed the 
interference of the highest judicial organ of the 
nation in his bid to rid himself and his 
countrymen of the pro-communist elements. 

The picture that had thus emerged from the 
latest round of struggle for power in Russia is 
one that suggests that pluralistic democracy in 
that country has been effectively dealt a fatal 
blow. Strangely enough, many western nations 
theorised that Yeltsin's victory is a big win for 
democracy and free economy. It appears that 
the world is also developing a double standard 
on the concept of democracy, one that is 
acceptable and the other that must be uprooted 
and liquidated. It all boils down to what the 
so-called new international order wants and 
seeks. The next thing is easy since rationalisa- 
tion is a tool that can cut both ways as we have 
seen in not only Russia but elsewhere in the 
world. 

So the message that emanated from Moscow 
is loud and clear: Democracy that may run 
counter to the fundamentals of the new world 
order must be destroyed no matter what the 
price. Democracy that runs parallel to the 
parameters of the new order can be tolerated 
and nurtured. 

This game is bound to undermine fledgling 
democracies anywhere in the world. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA'l Arabic daily decried the bloody events in Moscow, 
ridiculing the kind of democracy Boris Yeltsin has been 
bragging about, with support for his actions from the western 
nations' Historians will write the truth about the situation and 
the course of events and also about the western style terrorist 
democracy Mr. Yeltsin has practised against the representa- 
tives of the people of Russia, said the daily. Historians will 
Find it easy to give a right description of the downfall of morals 
and values in an era when masses arc slaughtered and when 
democracy is raped, said the daily. Nations of the world 
watched passively as the military tanks and the heavy guns 
rained fire and bullets on the representatives of the Russian 
people and no finger was lifted in support of the views of those 
deputies who are .supposedly representatives of the views of 
the Ruv<ian people, added the paper. Had Mr. ^e’tsin been 
inside the parliament house, surrounded by the troops and the 
tanks, the western nations would have raised the hue and cry 
and would have accused the deputies of being a nn -democratic, 
hut it seems that the situation is different when Mr. Yeltsin, 
the friend of the West, is sending murderers to kill the 
.e present allies of the people, continued the daily. 

(. OMMENTINfi on the situation in Russia a columnist in AI 
D: is tour daily said that the so-called new world order is 
in ■> wing Use 1 1 on Russia and the Russian people, as it did 
before m the Middle East. Maccn Hammad said that justice 
h.i- been dealt a heavy Wow in Russia as it did in the Arab 
rcgivi. The West succeeded in bringing down the Soviet 
empire and is trying to subdue the will of the Russian people 
ex. w J* .is it did w ith the Arab World which has lost its military 
pmv .snd has become a tool in ihe hands of the U.S.-led 
wesii-iii coniition. said llammad 


PRINCETON. New Jereey — 
The following is an item, dated 
Dec. 9, 1992, in my personal 
diary, which 1 have kept inter- 
mittently for most of my life. 

When I woke up this morn- 
ing. I found the .television 
screen showing live pictures of 
the Marines going ashore, in 
the grey dawn of another Afri- 
can day, in Somalia. 

It is clear that with a very 
large part of the American 
public, but particularly with 
that part of the public that 
(speaks) or writes on public 
affairs, and — not last — with 
the political establishment, 
there is general support for this 
venture. 

There was no proper public 
discussion, not even a congres- 
sional discussion, of this under- 
taking before the president, 
only a few days ago, 
announced his intention to 
launch it. 

It would be idle for me or for 
anyone else to come out pub- 
licly at this point with a ques- 
tioning of the wisdom of this 
intervention. The action is 
already in progress. 

Anything that might be said 
in criticism of its rationale 
would have no practical effect 
in any case and, to the extent 
that it attracted any public 
attention, would be received as 
something tending to demoral- 
ise the forces now in action by 
sowing doubt as to the worth- 
iness of the effort in which they 
are now involved. 

1 see, therefore, no advan- 
tage to be gained by frying to 
say anything publidy about 
what is going on. On the other 
hand, I regard this move as a 
dreadful error of American 
policy; and l think that in 
justice to myself 1 should set 
down at this point, if only for 
the diary, my reasons for this 
view. 

The purpose of this exercise 
is, we are told, to take charge 
of the channels of transporta- 
tion and to assure the move- 
ment of food to certain 
aggregations of starving 
people. 

The reasons why we must do 
this are, in the official and 
widely accepted view, that the 
people are starving, that this is 
outrageous .and .intolerable; 
••hul? that food' cannot be 
' bfought to theirrin adequate 
amounts because the supply 
lines by- which it would have to 
be delivdWd are subject to 
harassment on the part of 
armed bands and individuals 
along the way, as a result of 
which much of the food is 
plundered and lost before it 
can reach its destination. 

How many of these con- 
gregations of starving people 


there are, and where they are 
situated, seems not to have 
been clearly explained; 
perhaps our people do not 
even know. 

Why, then, is our action 
undesirable? 

First, because it treats only a 
limited and short-term aspect 
of what is really a much wider 
and deeper problem. 

The idea seems to be that 
when we have made possible 
the original delivery to the 
collection points of the food 
that has already been shipped 
or is being shipped to Somalia, 
our forces will be withdrawn, 
and the United Nations, using 
other forces, will assure the 
further supplying of these 
people. 

This last seems to me highly 
uncertain, and even doubtful. 
The situation we are trying to 
correct has its roots in the fact 
that the people of Somalia are 
wholly unable to govern them- 
selves and that the entire terri- 
tory is simply without a gov- 
ernment. 

The starvation that we are 
seeing on television is partly 
the result of drought (or so we 
are told), partly of overpopula- 
tion, and partly of the chaotic 
conditions flowing from the 
absence of any governmental 
authority. 

What we are doing holds out 


no hope of coming to terms 
with any of those situations. If 
we are to withdraw at any early 
date (and the president has 
spoken about the possibility of 
withdrawal before the end of 
January), these determining 
conditions will remain exactly 
as they were before. The 
marauding bands and indi- 
viduals will resume their activ- 
ity, and in the absence of any 
strong foreign military force 
there will be no stopping them. 

Beyond that, the problem of 
starvation is one that reaches 
much farther than the aggrega- 
tions of people we have seen 
on television. 

As one of the nurses pointed 
out, these wretched people are 
among the more fortunate, as 
is shown by the fact that they 
were able to walk to the place 
where they are collected. 
There are presumably, further 
afield, even greater numbers of 
people who never showed up 
there because they were too 
weak to walk at all. They, of 
course, are not touched by our 
action. 

The fact is that this dreadful 
situation cannot possibly be 
put to rights other than by the 
establishment of a governing 
power for the entire teiritOTy, 
and a very ruthless, deter- 
mined one at that. It could not 
be a democratic one because 


the very prerequisites for a 
democratic political system do 
not exist among the people in 
question. Our action bolds no 
promise of correcting this 
situation. 

The upshot of all this is that 
what we are undertaking will 
assure at best a temporary re- 
lief for those people who are 
gathered together in the 
camps, and probably a relief 
that will not be completed be- 
fore our own departure, unless 
we propose to keep our forces 
there for many months, if not 
years, in the future. 

Secondly, this is an im- 
mensely expensive effort. 
What we are pouring into it 
must run, in the monetary 
sense, into hundreds of mil- 
lions, if not billions, of dollars. 

This comes at a time when 
our country is very deeply in- 
debted and (when) it is not 
even able to meet its own 
budget without further bor- 
rowing. This entire costly ven- 
ture is then, like so many other 
things we are doing to be paid 
for by our children — the 
coining generation. 

Meanwhile, there are many 
needs at home, particularly in 
the condition of our cities and 
of the physical infrastructure of 
our society, which are not 
being met, ostensibly for lack 
of money. 


Ail this being the case, one is 
moved to inquire into the in- 
spiration and rationale of this 
enterprise. 

On . Mr. Bush’s part, one 
must assume that the reasons 
lay largely in his memories of 
the political success of the 
move into the Gulf, and in the 
hope that another venture of 
this nature would arouse a 
similar public enthusiasm, per- 
mitting him to leave his pres- 
idential office with a certain 
halo of glory as a military 
leader .using, our forces to cor- 
rect deplorable situations out- 
side our country. 

The action, (taken) during 
the interregnum between two 
administrations, obviously sad- 
dles his successor with the task 
of completing it, albeit without 
responsibility for its origin. 

The dispatch of American 
armed forces to a seat of op- 
erations in a place far from our 
own shores, and this for what is 
actually a major police action 
in another country and in a 
situation where no defensive 
American interest is involved 
— this, obviously, is something 
that the Founding Fathers of 
this country never envisaged or 
would ever have approved. 

If this is in the American 
tradition, then it is a very 
recent tradition, and one quite 
out (of) accord with the gener- 



al assumptions that have gov- 
erned American public life for 
most of the last 200 years. 

I have already pointed to the 
absence of any prior discussion 
in Congress of the undertak- 
ing. This raises the question. 
Why, then, so suddenly and 
without any preparation in 
public or political opinion? 

If the president thought it 
wise to use our armed Forces 
for this purpose, why did he 
not say so weeks or months ago 
and lay the question squarely 
before Congress and public 
opinion? The answer is ob- 
vious: the paralysis of govern- 
ment that has existed for the 
last six months — before and 
after the election. This is in 
itself significant. 

But an even more significant 
question is that of the reason 
for the general acceptance by 
Congress and the public (of) 
what is being done. 

There can be no question 
that the reason for this accept- 
ance lies primarily with the 
exposure of the Somalia situa- 
tion by the American media, 
above all, television. 

The reaction would have 
been unthinkable without this 
exposure. The reaction was an 
emotional one. occasioned by 
the sight of the suffering of the 
starving people in question. 

That this should .be felt as 
adequate reason for our milit- 
ary action does credit, no 
doubt, to the idealism of the 
American people and to their 
ready sympathy for people suf- 
fering in another part of the 
world. 

Bnt this is an emotional 
reaction, not a thoughtful or 
deliberate one. It is one which 
was not under any deliberate ' 
and thoughtful control — one 
that was not really under our 
control at all. 

But if American policy from 
here on out, particularly policy 
involving the uses of our armed 
forces abroad, is to be control- 
led by popular emotional im- 
pulses, and particularly ones 
provoked by the commercial 
television industry, then there 
is no place — not only for 
myself, but for what have tra- 
ditionally been regarded as the 
responsible deliberative organs 
of our government, in. both 
executive' and legislative bran- 
ches- • 7 : 

The writer, author most re- 
cently of “ Around the Gagged 
HiO: A Personal and Political 
Philosophy is a former 
ambassador to the Soviet Un- 
ion and a professor emeritus at 
the Institute for Advanced 
Study in Princeton. This article 
is reprinted from The New 
York Times . 




Questions remain about Clinton’s foreign policy 


By Dr. James Zogjby 

LAST WEEK the U.S. presi- 
dent and his three top foreign 
policy advisors delivered major 
addresses designed to clarify 
the principles and purposes be- 
hind the administration's fore- 
ign policy. The speeches of Bill 
Clinton, Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher, National 
Security Advisor Anthony 
Lake and United Nations 
Ambassador Madeleine 
Albright were thoughtful, well- 
crafted and complementary — 
but left critics unsatisfied. 

President Clinton's address 
before the U.N. General 
Assembly was cleverly 
wrought to respond to Amer- 
ican isolationists. 

He spoke, as President Bush 
had, of the drama of the post 
cold war world. “It is clear." 
he noted, “that we live at a 
turning point in human history. 
Immense and promising 
changes seem to wash over us 
every day. The cold war is 
over. The world is no longer 
divided into two armed and 
angry camps. Dozens of new 
democracies have been bom. 
It is a moment of miracles." 

At the same time, Mr. Gin- 
ton noted that this new world 
faces dangerous new chal- 
lenges. These challenges 
emerge “from within nations" 
where "bloody ethnic, reli- 
gious and civil wars" have 
erupted. These conflicts, cou- 
pled with the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction, 
unchecked hunger and disease 
and poverty combine to create 
tinderboxes which can explode 
into devastating and destabilis- 
ing regional conflicts. 

The response of the world 
community to these conflicts. 
Mr. Clinton said, must be: 
economic development (in par- 
ticular the expansion and 
strengthening the world com- 
munity of market-based demo- 
cracies). halting the spread of 
weapons of mass destruction 
and the reinforcement of inter- 
national mechanisms that aid 
in conflict resolution. 

Throughout his remarks Mr. 


Clinton asserted that the U.S. 
“intends to remain engaged 
and leading. We cannot solve 
every problem but we must 
and we will serve as a fulcrum 
for change and a pivot point 
for peace." 

In his remarks before the 
prestigious Council on Foreign 
Relations, Secretary of State 
Christopher had, a week ear- 
lier. presaged the president’s 
heralding of the end of the cold 
war. Using the dramatic sign- 
ing of the Israel-PLO agree- 
ment at the White House as a 
starting point, he noted that 
the end of the bipolar world 
had made possible recent de- 
velopments in the search for a 
comprehensive peace. 

Again, using the example of 
the Middle East peace process, 
Mr. Christopher also took aim 
at America's isolationists. 

In the debate between en- 
gagement and isolation, Mr. 
Christopher said “the U.S. 
chooses engagement." The 
end of the cold war. he said, 
“has not ended America’s links 
to the world." Rather, it has 
left the U.S. with a "con- 
tinuing responsibility to pro- 
vide leadership." 

Reasons for engagement, 
according to Mr. Christopher, 
are simple: economic interests 
and national security. And he 
provided arguments and ela- 
boration for each. 

In response to another issue 
being actively debated in the 
U.S., specifically whether the 
U.S. should exercise its power 
alone or with others, Mr. 
Christopher noted that it is 
incorrect to frame this as an 
“either-or" proposition. “Mul- 
tilateralism," he stated, “is a 
means, not an end. It is one of 
the many foreign policy tools 
at our disposal. And it is war- 
ranted only when it serves the 
central purpose of American 
foreign pK>Iicy: to protect 
American interests. This coun- 
try will NEVER subcontract its 
foreign policy to another pow- 
er Or person.” 

Mr. Christopher also stated 
that, in protecting its interests, 
"the U.S. must maintain its 


military strength and reinvigo- 
rate its economy so that we can 
retain the option to act 
alone.... Let no one doubt the 
resolve of the U.S. to protect 
its vital interests. Yet in pro- 
tecting our vital interests, we 
should not ignore the value of 
working with other nations." 

The most developed of the 
four foreign policy statements 
was delivered by President 
Ginton's National Security 
Advisor Anthony Lake. His 
address, delivered on Sept. 21, 
(the day after Mr. Christ- 
opher's) to the School of Adv- 
anced International Studies at 
Johns Hopkins University in 
Washington, was entitled 
“From Containment to En- 
largement." 

Like the president and the 
secretary of state, Mr. Lake 
tried through his address to 
take aim at the U.S. isolation- 
ists on the left and the right. 

After outlining the areas 
where the Ginton administra- 
tion had responded to the im- 
perative of international en- 
gagement, he noted that “en- 
gagement was not enough.” 
Rather, Mr. Lake asserted, 
“We also need to communicate 
anew why that engagement is 
essential. If we do not, our 
government’s reactions to fore- 
ign events can seem discon- 
nected; individual setbacks 
may appear to define the 
whole; public support for our 
engagement likely would 
wane; and America could be 
harmed by a rise in protection- 
ism, a loss of the resources 
necessary for our diplomacy, — 
and thus the erosion of U.S. 
influence abroad." 

And so Mr. Lake stated that 
the purpose of his address 
would be to contribute to a 
“national dialogue about OUR 
PURPOSE IN THE 
WORLD." 

He began by defining what 
he termed American “core 
concepts” — democracy and 
market economies — and then 
argued that as America moves 
into the post-cold war world its 
purpose must shift from a poli- 
cy of containment of the ene- 


mies of democracy (the Soviet 
Union and its allies) to a 
strategy of enlargement of the 
world's community of free 
market democracies. 

Mr. Lake outlined four com- 
ponents of this new strategy: 

“First, we should strengthen 
the community of major mar- 
ket democracies — including 
our own... 

“Second, we should help 
foster and consolidate new 
democracies and market eco- 
nomies, where possible, espe- 
cially in states of special signifi- 
cance and opportunity. 

“Third, we must counter the 
aggression — and support the 
liberalisation — of states hos- 
tile to democracy and markets. 

“Fourth, we need to pursue 
our humanitarian agenda not 
only by providing aid, but also 
by working to help democracy 
and market economics take 
root in regions of greatest 
humanitarian concern." 

Since neither Mr. Ginton 
nor Mr. Christopher focused 
on the two most difficult fore- 
ign policy issues of the day — 
Bosnia and Somalia — Mr. 
Lake used the end of his 
address to wade into those 
troubled waters. 

He began with an important 
qualifying comment, when he 
stated: “Our efforts in Somalia 
and Bosnia are important ex- 
pressions of our overall en- 
gagement; but they do not by 
themselves define our broader 
strategy in the world." 

And after reviewing the 
problems of Bosnia and Soma- 
lia that the Ginton administra- 
tion inherited from the Bush 
administration, Mr. Lake 
sought to establish that failures 
in either case should not define 
policy in the future. "Unfortu- 
nately,” he notes, "debates 
over both Bosnia and Somalia 
have been cast as doctrinal 
matters involving tile role of 
multilateralism. This focus is 
misplaced. Certainly, in each 
case our actions are making 
multilateral case law for the 
future. But we should not let 
the particular define the doc- 
trinal.,.. I believe strongly that 


our foreign policies must marry 
principle and pragmatism. We 
should be principled about our 
support, but pragmatic about 
our means." 

And, be concluded, as an 
echo to Christopher. “We 
should act multilaterally where 
doing so advances our interests 
— and we should act un- 
ilaterally when THAT will 
serve our purpose. The simple 
question in each case is this; 
what works best?” 

Reverberations of the same 
ambiguity sounded in U.N. 
Ambassador Madeleine* 
Albright's speech as she was 
left to address, in detail, the 
U.S.'s conditions for partidpa- 
tion in international 
peacekeeping efforts. 

"This administration,’’ she 
said, "believes... that young 
men and women should not be 
sent in barm’s way without a 
dear mission, competent com- 
manders, sensible rules of en- 
gagement and the means re- 
quired to get the job done." 

While the U.S. had not com- 
pleted its review of its overall 
policy toward U.N. 
peacekeeping efforts, Ms. 
Albright enumerated a number 
of questions that need answers: 
Does the mission have clear, 
definable objectives? Is a ceas- 
efire in place, and have the 
parties agreed to a U.N. pre- 
sence? Are the necessary 
financial and human resources 
available? Can specific “end 
points" for U.N. involvement 
be identified? 

Finally, in what some felt 
was an avoidance of a dearcut 
policy, she ended her address 
by stating the U.S. will 
approach international con- 
flicts “on a case by case basis, 
relying on diplomacy when 
posable, on force when abso- 
lutely necessary." 

In fairness to the Ginton 
administration, the real prob- 
lem is that they are attempting 
to define the underlying princi- 
ples of a new policy while 
simultaneously confronting 
two complex and bedeviling 
old problems, namely Somalia 
and Bosnia. 


That said, in the end foreign 
policy analysts and critics of 
the administration have 
charged that as thoughtful and 
well-crafted as the addresses 
had been,_they ha d not oollec - 
tively produced a coherent re- 
sponse to these two real chal- 
lenges of the post-cold war 
world. 

There is no doubt that the 
world is entering a new era, 
but with the morasses of Bos- 
nia and Somalia (and the host 
of potential Bosnias and Soma- 
lias that the “new world order” 
may yet unleash), the U.S. 
seems to be stuck in the door- 
way, unable to fully .enter the 
new phase. 

The Ginton administration 
must be credited for facing the. 
isolationist challenge and de- 
fending the principle of U.S. 
engagement. In doing so, they 
are challenging the isolationist 
leanings of many members of 
Congress who would prefer to 
address only the local needs of 
their constituents. And by 
understanding the links be- 
tween U.S. economic growth 
and an engaged U.S. foreign 
policy, the Clinton administra - 1 
tion is providing the necessaiy 
argument for justifying an en- 
gaged foreign policy to an 
American public that seems 
reticent to deal with the 
world's problems. 

But by implying that the 
U.S. would not become en- 
gaged or should possibly disen- 
gage from the two most troubl- 
ing conflicts it faces, the admi- 
nistration’s commitment to en- 
gagement left critics wondering 
if not Bosnia, then when and 
where; and if not Somalia, 
how?" 

Without a defence of en- 
gagement in these two cases, as 
one critic noted, “all we have 
are generalisations and ab- 
stractions — not yet an mdica- 
fron or what real policy might 
be. 

The writer is the president of 
the Washington-based Arab 
American Institute. He contri- 
buted this article to the Jordan 
Times. 














Shining Path wages war on Indians in Peru’s Amazon jungle 


By Monte Hayes 

The Associated Press 

CUTIVIRENI, Pern — The 
young Maoist rebels nailed In- 
dian leader Mario Zumaeta 
naked to a cross, gouged out 
bis eyes, cut out his tongue and 
castrated trim. Finally, they 
disemboweled him, jeering, 
“where is your God now?” 

The atrocity by Sendero 
Luminoso — the Shining Path 
— came during an attack on 
Cutivireni, an isolated Francis- 
can mission on the Ene River 
in Peru’s eastern Amazon 
jungle, in November 1989. 

The mission's destruction 
marked the beginning of a sav- 
age war on the Ashaninka In- 
- dian nation, whose 50,000 
members make it one of the 
largest Indian groups in South 
America's tropical forests. 

Today Cutivireni is a lonely 
outpost for about 80 soldi ere 
and a camp for 900 Ashaninka 
who have sought refuge from 
the guerrillas. 

In the middle of what the 
Indians caU the “red zone,” it 
can be reached only by small 
plane or helicopter. The rebels 
control the forest and the Ene 
River, which once linked 
Ashaninka villages. Even the 
army dares not venture onto 
the Ene. 

The Shining Path has man- 
aged what Spanish conquista- 
dors, rubber barons and waves 
of land-hungry settlers from 
the Andean highlands were un- 
able to do — enslave 
thousands of Ashaninka, who 
have lived free as the wind for 
centuries in their remote rain 
forest. 

“They are innocent in the 
truly Biblical sense,” said the 
. Rev. Mariano Gagnon, a Ro- 
man Catholic missionary from 
■ New England who worked at 
Cutivireni for 22 years until he 
was forced out. 


“They take you at face 
value. They can't think you are 
lying to them." 

That worked in the Shining 
Path's favour. As they did a 
decade earlier with Quechua- 
Speaking peasants in the 


Andean highlands, the rebels 
spent years indoctrinating 
bilingual teachers, who enjoy 
great respect in Indian villages. 
The teachers in turn convinced 
many Ashaninka that armed 
revolution would halt centuries 
■ of white exploitation. 

“They promised the most 
beautiful things,’* said Jaime 
Velasquez, 34, a teacher at 
Cutivireni and a spokesman for 
the refugees. “They said we 
would have highways, planes, 
.big businesses, good homes. 
Instead, they brought death, 
destruction, more poverty.” 

Shining Path guerrillas ar- 
rived in the rain forest in the 
mid-1980s, escaping an army 
crackdown in the highlands, 
the birthplace of the move- 
ment. 

In 1989, rebel leaders de- 
rided the time bad come to 
force the Ashaninka to join the 
armed struggle. 

Some clans got away, slip- 
ping deeper into the rain 
forest, a nigged region of mist- 
shrouded gorges and thunder- 
ing waterfalls. Indians who 
were unable to escape and 
refused to take up arms were 
slain or forced into slavery to 
grow food for the rebels. 

“They told us: ‘If you do not 
join us, then we will have to 
kill you and your children and 
anybody related to you be- 
cause that means your semen is 
for the rich*.” said Pablo Me- 
jia, 34, who spent four years 
with the Shining Path until he 
escaped with his family last 
May. 

Since 1989, the guerrillas 
have killed as many as 1,000 
Indians. In a single night in 
August they hacked to death at 


least 55 men, women and chil- 
dren in attacks on a half-dozen 
villages. 

“Sendero had to commit 
genocide before the govern- 
ment turned its eyes to this 
region,’* said Carlos Mora, an 
anthropologist who worked 
with the Ashaninka until it 
became too dangerous. 

The army entered the Ene 
valley in mid-1991 and estab- 
lished a base in the ruins of the 
burned Cutivireni mission. 


Soon small groups of Asha- 
ninka — 1 emaciated, half 
starved, diseased — began 
emerging from the forest and 
begging for refuge. 

Some 6,000 Ashaninka have 
escaped from the Shining 
Path’s control or have been 
rescued by mixed army-Indian 
patrols since 1991. But 5.000 
are believed still in the hands 
of the rebels. 

An estimated 300 battle-har- 
dened, heavily armed guerril- 
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las plus Asnaninka warriors 
won over to revolution roam 
the jungle that encircles Cuti- 
vireni and other camps. 

On a recent evening, three 
dozen Ashaninka men armed 
with shotguns and bows with 
jagged arrows lined up in three 
rows under palm trees at this 
post, located on a plateau. 
After a few minutes they pad- 
ded off softly on bare feet 
along a narrow trail to the 
jungle 200 feet below. 

The militiamen patrolled un- 
til dawn, on the alert for guer- 
rillas. 

The patrols have brought a 
degree of tranquillity to the 
Ashaninka gathered here. But 
the crowded conditions have 
meant new problems. 

Accustomed to living in scat- 
tered villages of several dozen 
families, the Ashaninka have 
few defenses against diseases 
like influenza, malaria and 
cholera. An outbreak of 
measles killed 26 people at the 
camp last year. 

Nevertheless, the Ashaninka 
in Cutivireni are slowly re- 
covering a semblance of nor- 
mal life. They live in chatched- 
roof, open-sided huts and sleep 
on raised wooden platforms or 
straw mats. 

Most of the camp wakens at 
4 a.m. to the sound of soft 
pounding. The women already 
are at work in the dark beating 
wads of cotton to extract 
thread for weaving “cushmas,” 
the loose, ankle-length robes 
worn by both men and women. 
Before dawn they stir the fires 
to begin boiling yucca roots, 
the staple of the Ashaninka 
diet. 

The men have cleared fields 
nearby to grow yucca, plantain 
and beans. They also have 
begun to venture out again to 
fish and hunt, but they do not 
stray far. The danger of an 
ambush is ever present. 

The Ashaninka have proud- 


By Jane E. Brody 

• NEW YORK — It is not sur- 
prising that gene therapy is 
getting mixed reviews. 
Although hailed by many as 
the most exciting medical de- 
velopment since the discovery 
of antibiotics, it is also a source 
of concern and even fear:' 

For gene therapy involves a 
kind of manipulation that in 
theory can give doctors and 
scientists the tools to make 
‘ changes in the genetic bluep- 
rint that is the physical essence 
of all living things. 

Frightening images of Dr. 
Frankenstein and his monster 
or, more realistically, the 
Nazis' attempt to create a mas- 
ter race haunt those who are 
concerned about this remark- 
able new ability .to manipulate 
genes. They worry about sinis- 
ter possibilities, like trying to 
eliminate a predisposition to 
homosexuality or to being 
short or any characteristic 
viewed as undesirable by pa- 
rents or by scientists in control 
of the technology. 

Even some leaders in the 
field are apprehensive about 
the speed with which gene 
therapy seems to be develop- 
ing. They are worried that 
rapid innovation will outstrip 
the pace of safety checks 
needed if the techniques are to 
be widely applied. 

A U.S. federal regulation is 
already m place to permit the 
premature use of gene therapy 
in “desperate cases" before the 
treatment has been adequately 
studied for' safety and effec- 
tiveness. 

Every technological innova- 
tion, from antibiotics to atomic . 
power, has presented the pos- 
sibility for misuse. Guidelines 
and safeguards will eventually 
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The promise and pitfalls of gene therapy 
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ly clung to their language and 
customs long after other jungle 
tribes were absorbed into west- 
ern culture. But the outside 
world is intruding little by 
little. 

Women still paint their faces 
in dots and stripes with a red 
paste from the achiote plant. 
But some of the men now 
prefer shorts and donated T- 
shirts with batman symbols and 
similar motifs. A few even 
have Reebok sneakers. 

Small boys carve finely de- 
tailed wooden models of the 
single-engine planes that deliv- 
er food and medicine donated 
by the Catholic Church. 

In May, the government in- 
stalled a satellite dish to pro- 
vide television for the children. 
Every evening the soldiers put 
a TV set at the edge of what 
was once the mission’s central 
square. 

On a recent night dozens of 
small boys and girls huddled in 
front of the beaming light. 
They stared intently as Popeye 
the sailor saved Olive Oyl for 
the. 10th time, sometimes whis- 
pering but seldom laughing. 

Octavio Zolezzi, an ecolog- 
ist working to have the Asha- 
ninka homeland turned into a 
national park, shook his head. 
“They see the fantasy world of 
television and they begin to 
demand things — watches, 
radios, jewelry. They become 
consumers.” 

As the Ashaninka struggle 
to ward off the Shining Path's 
onslaught and remain true to 
their way of Hfe. more storm 
clouds are gathering. 

They have learned that 1 ,500 
settlers are organising a land 
rush into the Ene valley if the 
guerrillas are driven out. 

“We are not at war with 
Sendero only to give up our 
land afterwards to settlers.” 
said Mr. Velasquez, the 
teacher. “We will not tolerate 
that. That means more war.” 


Spain’s dwindling 
t wild bears 

St- 

* lie low to survive 


have to be established for gene 
therapy, but for now it is im- 
portant that the public under- 
stands what it is all about as 
well as its extraortfinary poten- 
tial .for good, and not just its 
possible dark side. / .. 

Genb tfaerapyis^tiielogical 
extension of two quantum 
leaps in modern genetics: the 
identification of specific frag- 
ments of DNA that dictate 
production of particular pro- 
teins or that modify the ex- 
pression of other genes, and 
the ability to insert those frag- 
ments into disarmed viruses or 
other vehicles that can trans- 
port them into living beings 
without the complications of 
sexual reproduction and with- 


out having to wait a generation 
to fix a genetic wrong. 

Gene therapy involves 
changes in the somatic, or 
body, cells, not in the sperm or 
egg. Its effects ace. therefore 
timited to the person, tfeing 
Areate^und- cannot be passed 
on to future generations. 

The concept of supplying liv- 
ing beings with substitute 
genes grew out of the study of 
tumor viruses. These retrovir- 
uses, as they are known, can 
invade normal cells without 
killing them. Instead they 
transform the cells by inserting 
viral genes into the cells’ gene- 
tic material. And, when neces- 
sary, the viruses can be 
directed to unload their cargo 


-in specific types of cells. 

A variety of biochemical 
tools are used in gene therapy, 
and many others are sure to be 
developed in the near future. 
For example, to get a gene into 
the brain, gene therapists are 
Using a modified herpes virus 
that has a predilection'for ner- 
vous systeth tissue?.'.. ‘ 

The virus vector has been 
changed so that it cannot re- 
produce but can still infect cells 
and deliver its therapeutic gene 
cargo. In other cases, modified 
tumour viruses or fatty parti- 
cles called liposomes are used 
as the carrier; for example, to 
insert genes that can stimulate 
an immunological reaction to a 


Gene Experiments in the Reel World 
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Researchers know which defective gene Is responsHde lor cystic 
fibroeis. Healthy forms of the gone direct lung csBs to produce a 
protein necessary lor making normal mucus. In its absence, the 
lungs produce thick, sticky mucus. In experiments, healthy copies 
of the gene are isolated and spSced into cold viruses that have 
been altered so they cannot reproduce. Sprayed Into the patient's 
respiratory tract; the viruses Meet lung cells and give them a 
healthy copy of the gene so they can make normal mucus. 


cancer. 

Through gene therapy, a 
person can be supplied with a 
healthy, functioning gene to 
compensate for a missing or 
defective one, experimentally 
cystic' fibrosis, for example, 
kmL. potentially for. sickle-cell 
anemia. 

There are 4,000 such genetic 
disorders, all of which in 
theory may be amenable to 
correction through gene ther- 
apy- 

There are also a number of 
serious disorders that, though 
not inherited in a one-gene 
fashion, run in families, like 
heart disease, breast and colon 
cancers, diabetes and Alzheim- 
er's disease. 

As more is known about 
hereditary components of 
these disorders, it may be 
possible to alter their coarse by 
introducing genes that prevent 
the disorders by modifying the 
action of the damaging genes. 

Then there are conditions 
tike Parkinson’s disease and 
insulin-dependent diabetes in 
which certain organs have lost 
the ability to produce a needed 
substance. Genes that correct 
these deficiencies might be in- 
troduced into the appropriate 
tissue. 

Perhaps most exciting is the 
possibility, already showing 
some success in hopeless can- 
cers, of modifying the body’s 
immunological responses 
through gene therapy. In the 
case of cancer, this means 
overcoming the disguises that 
protect cancer cells from im- 
munological rejection. 

Another approach to cancer 
would be the introduction into 
tumours of viral "suicide" 
genes that render the cells 
vulnerable to antiviral drugs, a 
technique that has proved 


highly successful in animals. 

Studies described last spring 
showed that a very promising 
“by-stan der" effect was at 
work; neighbouring cancer 
cells not infected by the suicide 
gene also became vulnerably to 
antiviral therapy. 

Practical gene therapy is less 
than three years old. In 
September 1990, doctors at the 
National Institutes of Health 
used gene therapy for the first 
time to correct an inherited 
and invariably fatal immunolo- 
gic disorder in a 4-year-old girl 
from Cleveland. The treatment 
worked better than even the 
researchers had expected, and 
the child was able to start 
school the next year with a 
folly functioning immune sys- 
tem. 

But while gene therapy has 
moved from the theoretical to 
the practical in a remarkably 
short time, it has a long way to 
go before it can become stan- 
dard medical practice. It is now 
highly complicated and costly. 
It will be some time before 
gene therapy becomes a tool of 
practicing doctors. 

Meanwhile, researchers are 
trying to define and limit its 
risks. One danger is that in- 
serted genes might activate 
other harmful genes, like 
cancer-causing oncogenes. 
Fail-safe mechanisms are 
needed to enable researchers 
to destroy an inserted gene 
that malfunctions or causes 
other unexpected problems. 

In a survey of 1,000 adults 
last year for the March of 
Dimes, Louis Harris and 
Associates found that 89 per 
cent approved of using gene 
therapy to treat genetic dis- 
eases and an equal percentage 
favoured continued research in 
the field — New York Times. 


Rabin, Arafat meet today 


(Continued from page I) 

1967 (estimated at about 
800.000 to 900,000 people, in- 
cluding defendents). 

— The conclusion of an 
agreement on modalities and 
conditions of elections to be 
held in nine months for. a 
Palestinian council, specifying 
its structures and powers, in- 
cluding executive and legisla- 
tive authority.' _ 

In this first clash over the 
accord; the PLO protested to 
Israel at the weekend that the 
continued -hunt for wanted 
Palestinians violates the spirit 
of the autonomy deal.- 
Mr. Tznr. the Israeli agricul- 
ture minister said: "The 
Palestinians have to under- 
' stand that it's in the interests of 
both Israel and the Palestinian 
police force to fight terror- 
ism.” 

In Gaza City, Israeli troops 
shot dead a wanted guerrilla 
from the Fateh hawks on Tues- 


day after a car chase, Palesti- 
nian sources said. 

A Hamas suicide bomber, 
the fourth since September, 
blew himself up and wounded 
30 Israelis on the West Bank 
on Monday. 

Israel says it is deteimined to 
capture, dead or alive, wanted 
activists, and particularly those 
from the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) and other 
Palestinian factions opposed to 
the peace process. 

By Dec. 13. Israel and the 
Palestinians are to sign agree- 
ment on an Israeli withdrawal 
from Gaza and Jericho and 
detail arrangements for 
Palestinian control there. 

Withdrawal then has to be 
completed by April 13 and by 
election eve Israeli forces must 
be redeployed outside popu- 
lated areas. 

Elections are to be held by 
July 13 following an interim 
agreement specifying the 


autonomy council's structure 
and powers. The Israeli milit- 
ary government will then with- 
draw and its administration be 
dissolved. 

The five-year transitional 
period begins upon the with- 
drawal from Gaza and Jericho, 
with permanent status negotia- 
tions to open not later than the' 
start of the third year. 

Meanwhile the news brought 
a renewed attack from the 
Israeli right wing. 

Opposition Likud party 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu 
said: “Rabin is granting Arafat 
the status of a statesman with- 
out Arafat committing himself 
to halting terrorism and with- 
out tiie PLO changing its cove- 


“Rabin is no longer in con- 
trol, Arafat is holding the 
reins.” 

Hardline Likud deputy and 
former Defence Minister Ariel 
Sharon charged: “Arafat is a 
war criminal and he would be 
better put on trial in Jeru- 
salem.” 


Israeli troops 
kill three Palestinians 


GAZA CITY, occupied Gaza 
Strip (AP) — Israeli troops 
shot and killed three Palesti- 
nians Tuesday in separate inci- 
dents on the occupied Ga 2 a 
Strip, army and Palestinian 
sources said. 

Two members of the Islamic 
Resistance Movement. 
Hamas, were killed in a dash 
with Israeli soldiers after they 
were spotted by special army 
forces near the Erez check- 
point leading from the Strip 
into Israel, the army said. 

Earlier Tuesday, troops shot 
dead a wanted Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
activist and wounded another 
Arab after a car chase through 
Gaza City, Palestinian sources 
said. 

Nael Mohammad Al Rifi, 
23, was one of the four fighters 


of the Gaza Hawks, the armed 
wing of the main PLO faction 
Fateh, sported in a car by an 
army undercover squad. 

The squad, in two unmarked 
cars, pursued the Hawks into a 
dead end street in the Tuffah 
neighbourhood of Gaza City. 

The guerrillas fled on foot 
but Mr. Rifi was shot dead 
although he had raised his 
arms to surrender, the sources 
said. One of his comrades was 
wounded but escaped. The 
troops then blew up the car. 

Military sources said a para- 
military border police patrol 
stumbled upon two armed 
Palestinians and one was killed 
in a shoot-out, the other fled. 

According to Palestinian 
sources, Nael's brother, Raed 
Al Rifi. was killed by Israeli 
forces after stabbing to death 
two Israelis in Jaffa, a Tel Aviv 


suburbs, on March 17, 1992. 

The army has vowed to hunt 
down wanted Palestinians who 
have killed Israelis or Palesti- 
nian "collaborators." despite 
PLO protests that it violates 
the spirit of the autonomy deal 
signed Sept. 13. 

An army spokesman, mean- 
while, said that a Palestinian 
who blew himself up in a 
suicide attack on an Israeli bus 
was a member of Hamas, 
which rejects the peace deal. 

The attack Monday in the 
West Bank wounded 28 sol- 
diers and two civilians. 

Sliman Mustafa Zidan. 43, 
from Qibya village on the West 
Bank, had been on the run 
since August when troops sear- 
ching his house found chemic- 
als which could be used to 
make bombs, a spokesman 
said. ■ 


By Julia Hayley 
Reuter 

POLA DE SOM1EDO, Spain 
— Spain's last brown bears, 
hidden deep in the Cantabrian 
Mountains, are too shy to be a 
tourist attraction. They have to 
be to survive. 

They should have been out 
at dawn, feeding on blueber- 
ries around the tree-line, but 
the only traces of their pre- 
sence after a chilly morning 
vigil were two-day’-old drop- 
pings and stones overturned to 
get at the grubs underneath. 

“It’s the most timid ones 
that have survived,” said 
Javier Naves, a biologist who 
has spent 12 years studying 
Spain's last wild brown bears. 

Mr. Naves knows their lairs, 
the places where they are likely 
to feed in the early morning 
and the rocks on which they 
could be sleeping at dusk, but 
he has not seen one since June. 

The bears are practically im- 
possible to photograph. 

“They’ll come within 20 
metres of people who are busy 
with everyday tasks like chop- 
ping wood or ploughing, but if 
you try to sneak up on them 
they are off like a shot.” he 
said. 

Nearly all the published 
photos of bears have been 
taken in captivity. A film crew 
spent three weeks in the 
Somiedo natural park and shot 
three minutes of usable 
footage. 

Bears used to roam the 
whole of the Iberian Peninsula 
but now survive only in two 
isolated parts of the Cantab- 
rian mountains in the north 
with a handful — too few to be 
a sustainable population — on 
the French side of the 
Pyrenees. 

Mr. Naves, who has spent 
months tracking and plotting 
the Cantabrian bears, esti- 
mates there are between 70 
and 90 left in Spain. The only 
others in western Europe are 
in the Abruzzo Mountains in 
Italy. 

. “I think the population is 
shrinking. Ten years ago 
almost twice as many females 
were breeding. Now there are 
only about six- sets of cubs in 
the Cantabrian Mountains.’^* 

Females with cubs are the 
easiest to find. The males, 
which weigh up to 200 kilog- 
rammes, tend to lead solitary 
lives and are more mobile. 
Brown bears can live up to 25 
years in the wild and females 
produce two or three cubs ab- 
out every three years. 

Like most wild animals, man 
is their worst enemy. 

Mr. Naves and his fellow 
researchers from Oviedo Uni- 
versity believe about 30 have 
been shot by poachers, trap- 
ped, snared or poisoned since 
1980. 

Bears, like the Iberian lynx 
and the Pyrenean goat, are 
endangered and therefore pro- 
tected but wolves, wild boar 
and chamois abound among 


the peaks overlooking Spain's 
north coast. 

“People don't usually go out 
with the aim of shooting a 
bear,” Mr. Naves said. “But if 
they are silting waiting for a 
deer and a bear appears they'll 
kill it." . 

Police have seized several 
bear pelts in the area in recent 
years. A man was almost jailed 
for murder when civil guards 
found a salted corpse in a 
barrel. He was let off with a 
fine once he proved what 
looked like a human hand was 
a bear paw. 

Conservationists in Asturias 
Province are trving to persuade 
hunting associations to expel 
members who kill endangered 
animals but the region has a 
strong hunting tradition and 
there is a widespread feeling 
that bears, like wolves, are 
dangerous and therefore fair 
game. 

Bear attacks are rare — only 
three or four in memory and 
those almost exclusively when 
humans have approached a 
mother with cubs. 

Cantabrian bears are gener- 
ally vegetarian, eating spring 
grass, blueberries, blackberries 
and other fruit in summer and 
predominantly nuts such as 
chestnuts and acorns the rest of 
the year, supplemented with 
insects and occasionally meat if 
they come across a dead deer. 

Their sweet tooth sometimes 
leads to conflict with humans. 
Asturias has a thriving honey 
industry and bears like to raid 
beehives despite protective 
walls or location on cliff 
ledges, traditional defence 
against sugar-hungry beasts. 

But damage caused by bears 
is negligible. 

Wolves kill about 800 bead 
of livestock a year in the area 
and wild boar trample millions 
of pesetas* worth of crops, 
according to data from the 
International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN). 

Bears can live alongside 
man. Hie Oviedo teams re- 
search shows they are repopu- 
laiing parts of the western 
mountains, where there are 
more people but- food supplies 
are plentiful, and are contract- 
ing in the more isolated eastern 
region. 

The western area, centred 
on the Somiedo natural park 
which has probably the highest 
concentration of bears in the 
area, is developing fast and 
struggling cattle farmers are 
turning to less bear-friendly 
livelihoods. 

A decade ago only eight of 
the 37 villages within the park 
were connected by paved, 
roads. Now nearly all of them 
are. 

Roads, power plants, log- 
ging and tourism all threaten 
the bears' habitat but Mr. 
Naves believes this is controll- 
able. 

“If there's no hunting, I 
think' they’ll survive for a long 
time," he said. 
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Ministry of Public Works and Housing 
Government Tenders Directorate, 
Tenders Announcement 
Invitation to Tender No. (163/93) 
For The Rehabilitation and 
pgrading of the 
King Abdullah Canal 

International contractors from the EC member coun- 
tries and Jordan as a joint venture of two contractors 
from Jordan classified by the Ministry of Public Works 
and Housing as first grade in the field of water and 
sewerage are invited to contact the government Ten- 
der Directorate of the Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing, Amman-Jordan, P.O.Box 1220, Fax 606751, 
to receive tender documents starting from 9/10/1993 
and in accordance with the following terms: 

1- Scope of work: 

1 Reshaping of the canal embankment. 

2. Construction of new chock structure and addition- 
al appurtenant structures. 

3. Repair of concrete canal lining 

4. Rehabilitation of existing structures 

5. Cleaning of canal and structure. 

6. Miscellaneous works as drains, fence, etc. 

7. Supply and repair radial gates and hoisting gear. 

2. Tender documents price for each set JD750, 
non-refundable. 

3. Site visit is arranged to take place on Monday, Nov. 
1. 1993, at 8:00 a.m. 

4. Pre-tender conference will be held Wednesday. 
Nov. 3, 1993, at the conference hall, first floor/ 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation at 10 a.m. 

5. Tenders shall be submitted to the above address not 
later than 11:00 hrs. local time of the Sat, Dec., 11, 
1993. 

Chairman, Central Tender Committee 
Government Tenders Directorate 
Eng. Basheer Al Jaghbeer 
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Japan exports to GCC decline 


DUBAI (R) — Japan's expons 
to the six Gulf Arab oil states 
declined by 0.6 per cent to 
$4.78 billion in the first half of 
this year due to a dearer yen. 
but higher demand for oil 
pushed imports up by 1.1 per 
cent. 

The Japan External Trade 
Organisation (JETRO) said an 
appreciation of the yen against 
the U.S. dollar, the currency in 
which Gulf trade is denomin- 
ated. reduced competitiveness 
of Japanese products and led 
to a decline in demand in the 
Gulf. 

"A sharp increase in price 
caused by the appreciation of 
the yen affected the demand 
for Japanese goods." said the 
JETRO report released 
Tuesday. 


But increasing demand on 
crude oil in Japan and Kuwait's 
return to exporting oil after the 
1990-91 Gulf crisis over Iraq's 
invasion of the emirate kept 
Japanese imports steady from 
the six-member Gulf Coopera- 
tion Council (GCC) — Saudi 
Arabia. Kuwait. Bahrain, 
Qatar. Oman and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE). 


The report said Japan’s im- 
ports from the GCC recorded a 
nominal increase of 1.1 per 
cent with an import value of 
$12. 10 billion in the first half 
of 1993 compared with the 
same period in 1992. 

It said oil accounted for 76.6 
per cent of total Japanese im- 
ports from the GCC. 

“Japan's crude oil import 


from GCC countries consti- 
tuted 65.9 per cent of its total 
crude oil imports in volume... 
crude imports from the GCC 
countries during the first half 
of 1993 increased by 4.5 per 
cent to $9.27 billion in value 
and by 6.3 per cent to $515.2 
million barrels in volume," the 
report said. 

But the import of petroleum 
products and gases decreased 
by 14. 1 per cent and 5.8 per 
cent respectively, it said. 


It said total aluminium im- 
ports from the GCC rose by 
18.5 per cent in value and 32.9 
per cent in volume. 


It said that despite a boom in 
construction activity in the 
Gulf crisis. 


The UAE and Saudi Arabia 
remained the two largest sup- 
pliers of crude oil to Japan 
while imports from Kuwait 
rose to $755 million, up 75.7 
per cent, but still lower than 
the first half of 1990 before the 
Iraqi invasion. 


Gulf following the 
the export of general machin- 
ery and metal products from 
Japan to the Gulf declined by 
11.2 per cent and 38.4 per cent 
respectively. 

Export of passenger cars 
also decreased by 3.5 per cent 
in value and by 20.3 per cent in 
number. 

Saudi Arabia remained the 
largest trading partner of 
Japan among the GCC states 
with 44.4 per cent of the total 
exports to the Gulf during the 
first half of 1993. 


Jordan determined not to serve Israeli economy 


(Continued from page 1) 

East region wilt be developed 
and inter-linked by ambitious 
schemes in the areas of wa- 
ter. roads, pipelines, ports, 
communications and electric- 
ity that would all create a new 
climate of mutual dependen- 
cy. 

“In this regard. Jordan will 
find itself amidst a competi- 
tion to attract these projects 
to its territory and become a 
leading cenrre in the region." 
Dr. Anani stressed. “This is 
the fact which we should be 
ready for.” 

He said that the talk of an 
Israeli dominance of the re- 
gion's resources was an exa- 
ge rat ion in as much as saying 
that the Middle East (include 
ing Turkey and Iran) would 
be more useful to Israel than 
a pure Arab order. 

Dr. Anani made the fol- 
lowing points: 

— Israel will be forced to 
implement an economic 
adjustment programme to 
strengthen its economy 
although it has the financial 
resources from world jewry 
to undertake large invest- 
ments. 

"This necessitates that 
counter investments should 
be launched by opening up to 
the world at large noting that 
some Israeli producers are 
frightened from the Middle 
East market at large for more 
than our fears from them." 

— Concerned Arab gov- 
ernments should not lift the . 
Arab boycott of Israel. Nor 
should they open up to the 
Israeli economy until the 
issue of income differentials 
be tackled. 

“Israel is a member of 
GATT but it doesn’t abide by 
the GATT rules because its 
economy enjoys a high de- 
gree of protection and overt 
and covert subsidies to its 
exports and production. This 
phenomenon should be 
addressed by having the 
Israelis adopt painful correc- 
tive and adjustment mea- 
sures." 

— It is unrealistic to be- 
lieve that unlimited amounts 



Minister of State for Prime Ministry Affairs 
Jawad AJ Anani (left) listens to Jordanian 
Businessmen Association Chair man Mamdouh 


Abu Hassan opening the 10th monthly econo- 
mic forum held Monday night at Philadelphia 
Hotel 


of money will be flowing on 
to the Middle East and it is 
equally wrong to think that 
financiers in the U.S., 
Europe. Japan and the Arab 
Gulf region have huge 
amounts of money ready to 
be spent in the region to 
“grease" the peace process. 

•ft is not true ' neither that 
the funds to be made avail- 
able would be small and 
scarce. The $2 billion allo- 
cated for Palestine is not 
sufficient to cover the obliga- 
tions envisaged and still there 
are regional projects that 
have not been allocated any 
funds yet. 

Moreover, donors are 
keeping in mind other finan- 
cial needs legitimately de- 
manded by Jordan. Syria and 
Lebanon. 

Dr. Anani said many issues 
such as banking, customs reg- 
ulations. trade and other eco- 
nomic aspects still needed 
further negotiation between 
the concerned parties but he 


stressed the following points: 

A. Jordan will not accept 
an economic relationship 
whereby the Israeli economy 

. would be a beneficiary of the 
Palestinian economy at the 
expense of Jordan and other 
Arab countries. 

B. Jordan and Palestine 
should insist that trading be- 
tween them be seen as inter- 
nal trade during the interim 
period although a strong 
Israeli rejection is expected. 

C. Establishing a mechan- 
ism whereby Jordanian banks 
would reopen their branches 
in Palestine and open new 
branches in Gaza under he 
full control of the Central 
Bank of Jordan. 

D. Ensuring dear regula-- 
tions for crossing the bridges 
in order to make certain that 
the freedom of travel be re- 
spected. 

E. Boosting Arab, Jordan, 
and Palestinian joint ventures 
to benefit from the projects 


that will be launched. 

. Dr. Anani went on to tell 
his audience that he does not 
share the view with those 
who say that the Palestinian 
economy would be built at 
the expense of the Jordanian 
economy. 

“I can assure you that the 


apposite is true.” the 
affii 


affirmed. 

He said benefits from the 
Jordanian-Palestinian coop- 
eration would be much larger 
gains from any competition 
between the two economies, 
lie minister expected Jor- 
.i to sell products worth , 
i.»00 million a year in Pales-/ 
tine and_Gaza — 

He concluded by saying 
that there was no competition 
between Jordan and Pales- 
tine on external resources. 

“We both have our reason 
to seek aid, but, more impor- 
tantly, is how to benefit from 
the available funding to cre- 
ate a strong Arab economy 
on both sides,” he said. 


Greek economic reform initiator 
regrets not having done more sooner 


ATHENS (R) — Greek eco- 
nomic overlord Stefanos Man- 
os is unrepentant about the 
harsh austerity measures that 
may cost the conservative gov- 
ernment the elections Sunday, 
saying his only regret is not 
having done more sooner. 

Since being appointed in 
February 1992, the blunt 
national economy and finance 
minister has haken a tough, 
no-holds-barred approach to 
cutting state deficits and a 
tenacious double-digit inflation 
rate. 

He has pressed ahead relen- 
tlessly with efforts to free the 
heavily controlled economy, 
break state monopolies and 
privatise state operations rang- 
ing from telecommunications 
to casinos. 

“If there's something which 
I regret it is that we did not 
start earlier. Because many of 
our projects would have come 
to an end and they could now 
be shown.*' he said in an inter- 
view with Reuters just a week 
before the Oct. 10 election. 

Instead the public has felt 
the pain of three years of 
below-inflation pay rises, the 
shedding of thousands of state 
jobs and severe hikes in in- 
direct taxes, especially on pet-, 
rol, but it has seen few benefits 
from an excruciatingly slow 
restructuring and privatisation 
programme. 

Mr. Manos and Prime Minis- 
ter Constantine Mitsotakis. 
who in 1990 formed the first 
conservative government in 
nekrly a decade, had hoped the 


reforms would pay off before 
elections next May but an early 
vote was forced by rebel de- 
puties in their own party. 

The government's collapse, 
coupled with the absence of 
any sign of economic lift-off. 
forced Mr. Mitsotakis into the 
underdog’s role in his fight for 
reelection, against former 
Socialist Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou. 

An opinion poll Monday by 
the independent Amer Group 
gives Mr. Papandreou 44 per 
cent to 48 per cent and Mr. 
Mitsotakis 39 to 41 per cent 
and a top independent pollster, 
Panayiotis Dimitras, called 
Mr. Papandreou’s lead all but 
unassailable. 

Mr. Manos agreed that the 
conservatives have failed to 
keen public well informed, or 
regularly reminded, of econo- 
mic changes and successes over 
the past three and a half years. 

“I thought that when I cut 
income taxes in half for most 
Greeks that they knew it, but it 
seems you have to tell them.” 
he said. 

Among his successes he 
cited: Primary budget sur- 
pluses for the first time in 
years, inflation heading to 
single digits, freeing of price 
controls and working hours, 
lower income taxes and prog- 
ress on a wide-ranging priva- 
tisation programme. 

“What I'm saying is there 
have been a lot of changes and 
it is really a question of getting 
this thing moving over a period 
of time to see the result." the 


Croatia devalues currency to 
curb hyperinflation 


ZAGREB (R) — Croatia de- 
valued its currency, the dinar, 
by 21 per cent against the 
German mark Monday as part 
of an Austerity package to 
brake 'hyperinflation fuelled 
by chronic conflict with rebel 
Serb forces. 

Other measures announced 
by the former Yugoslav repub- 
lic led by conservative Presi- 
dent Franjo Tudjman included 
strict curbs on wage increases 
and the introduction of a flat 
import tax of 10 per cent. 

The dinar, hovering at 3,700 
per mark of late, was fixed at 
4,444 as of midnight (2301 
GMT) Sunday, to be devalued 
further to 4,600 on Nov. 1 and 
4,750 on Dec. I; — 

Prime Minister - Nikica 
Valentic said the aim of the 
plan was to slash the current 
annual inflation rate of 1,833 
per cent to about 80 per cent 
by March 1994. 

The dinar’s value against the 
mark had plunged by almost 
1,000 per cent since the start of 
1993. triggered in part by huge 
military spending and costs of 
care for 550,000 refugees from 
Serb- held regions of Croatia 
and Bosnia. 

A general decline in confi- 
dence in the economy . has also 


eroded the Croatian dinar. The 
Croatian economy has never 
recovered since the 1991 war of 
independence from Serb-led 
Yugoslavia because Serbs con- 
trol 30 per cent of Croatian 


territory and sporadic fighting 
the revival erf 


has prevented 
the country’s once-lucrative 
tourist industry. 

Mr. Tudjman has launched 
two limited military offensives 
this year over U.N. ceasefire 
lines into the Serb-held Kra- 
jina enclave in an effort to 
rebuild road, rail and energy 
links betwCen nortfr and south 
Croatia. 

-Crotia’s economic woes, 
however, pale beside those in 
ramp Yugoslavia, where infla- 
tion exceeds 600 per cent a 
month as a result of a punitive 
U.N. trade embargo imposed 
for Belgrade's sponsorship of 
Serbs in Bosnia's ethnic war in 
Bosnia. 


Mr. Valentic said Croatia 
had to boost monthly revenue 
by 50 million marks ($30 mil- 
lion) and introduce a strict 
regime of saving and rationa- 
lisation. This would accom- 
pany privatisation of the large- 
ly state-run economy inherited 
from old Yugoslavia. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 
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“Stanley isn’t very good with power 
tools. Once he almost cut off his 
arm with an electric toothbrush.” 


SCHOOL 5TARTS NEXT WEEK.. 
I NEED YOU TO TEST ME ON 
MY MULTIPLICATION TABLES... 
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I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

!• Dy Henri Arnold 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 

four ordinary words 


BA 
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WHAT WERE THEr 
PLAYING AT THE 
PURGE COUNTER? 
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Mutt‘n’Jeff 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surpnse answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: i' X X X I X ). 


Yesterdays 


(Answers tomorrow) 

1 Jumbles BARON LATCH FEWEST AWEIGH 
I A.iswer wruw tne werewolf said when she ashod lor 
mirw — ‘ WEAR WOLF' 



Harvard business school 
graduate said. 

But the snap election and a 
deep split in conservative ranks 
may deny Mr. Manos the time 
he feels he needs to prove to 
the Greek people that his mea- 
sures would have brought real 
progress. 

Despite praise from Euro- 
pean Community (EC) part- 
ners for taking tough steps, 
such as tax hikes in August 
1992 to ensure revenue targets 
were met, his image at home is 
more that of a tough two-fisted 
enforcer of Mr. Mitsotakis’s 
economic programme. 

“I'm very much aware of the 
fact that some of these mea- 
sures have been portrayed as 
highly unpopular. 1 must have 
been highly unpopular myself, 
this is why I campaign daily 


now, " he said. 

Mr. Manos said a Socialist 
win would kill off projects 
aimed at bringing in foreign 
investment and raising money 
to service a state debt esti- 
mated at 130 per cent of the 
annual gross domestic product. 
Under his direction, the con- 
servatives have been using 
multibiliion-doliar EC aid 
packages to lure foreign inves- 
tors into projects such as a new 
Athens metro and airport, a 
bridge across the Gulf of 
Corinth and the first private 
power plant. 

He felt the Socialists would 
turn to administrative mea- 
sures and a rapid depreciation 
of the drachma to pay off debts 
instead of “our classical 
approach” of building a budget 
surplus. 


UAE reports high demand 
for new marriage fund 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Men in the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) are rushing to benefit from a fund created this year to 
finance costly weddings and curb marriages to foreigners, officials 
said Monday. 

Nearly 2,700 men have applied for the grant of 70,000 dirhams 
($19,000) and more than 1,300 have Seen paid, officials said. 

The 80-million dirham ($21.8 million) fund was established by 
President Zayed Ibn Sultan A1 Nahayan following concern that 
men were turning to Indian and other foreign brides rather than 


pay huge dowries to marry local women. 

The fund’s director, Jamal A1 Bah, said that its long-term aim 


was to eliminate marriages to foreigners, according to local press 
reports. 

Dowry payments, as stipulated by Islamic law, soared after the 
discovery of oil here three decades ago turned this desert state 
into one of die world’s richest countries. Payments reached 
$100,000. putting many men off the idea of tying the knot with 
local women. 

Responding to a recent call by Sheikh Zayed, hundreds of 
UAE tribes have now strode agreements to cut dowries and other 
wedding expenses. 

The government has launched a campaign to promote awareness 
of what it says are problems caused by mixed marriages. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 6, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Four very strong positive aspects 


today will help you focus your 
fixed creative ideas 


that bring 
to the fore and allow you to 
ave a ball with whatever it is 
that you enjoy, doing. jnosL 


you 

nave 


more comfortable and it is a 
good day to make changes for 
this reason by your own ing- 
enuity. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) A trip or jaunt that is 
unexpected or a communication 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) that opens new vistas tiiat^you 


You i now have every torTor^f^" 1 conte^Med-coulcf-lie. 


interest in new activities which 
are very good bh don't be sur- 
prised if it requires some change 
in your present mode, style. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
There can be a different sort of 
business interest that now comes 
up and you not only need to use 
experience from the past but be 
alert to new studies. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever you have in mind ab- 
out some public interest b good 
but there is another side of the 
situation you need to be more 
acquainted with. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Think over the various 
ways and means by which you 
can perform whatever your 
duties in a more modern and up 
to date manner, study 
periodicals. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Don't fiD up all your time for 
recreations as you will have a 
sudden invitation that you would 
be wise not to turn down since it 
could bring much enjoyment. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Consider well what will 
make your family happier and 


the order of the day so accept 
and grasp. 


SCORPIO: l October 23 to 
November 21) A chance comes 
to you where a financial matter is. 
concerned but before you jump, 
into this apparent opportunity be 
sure its what you actually want 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) You are apt to 
dash from one person to another 
or one place to somewhere else 
unless you channel energies to-, 
day. follow a wise course. ■ 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Be still for a little 
while and you get some very 
powerful hunches and inspiration 
how you can better gain your 
private aims in the days ahead. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Now you can be 
just as social and contact and see 
as many friends and acquaint- 
ances as you wish and have a 
very good time with them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You can ‘expect the unex- 
pected' in the outside world so 
make a point to be there and to 
take advantage of thb opportun-. 
ity which is unique for you. 
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THE Daily Crossword by Joan 


D. Berbrich 


1-1*3 
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ri i ft 
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ACROSS 
1 Tangled mass 
4 Kmdot 
agreement, tor 
short 
8 Lanai 

13 Musical finale 

14 01 an age 

15 idolize 

16 Ttfiy bit 

17 Location 

18 Indy 500 entrant 

19 Muse ol dance 

22 NZ parrot 

23 Barbecue meat 

24 Common or 
horse end 

26 List entry 
29 Sew 
32 Sired 
36 Squad or 
president 
36 Vanity case 

39 Neighborhood 

40 Stephen 
Vincent — 

41 Actor Richard 

42 — or swim 

43 Waterless 

44 Affirmatives 

45 Scornful srnltes 
47 What's cooking 
49 Joints 

51 Substitute 
56 Apple eater 
58 Top hat and 
cane dancer 
61 Oty on the 
Jumna 

63 QEO part 

64 Lyrical poems 

65 Acrylic fiber 

66 Knitting stteft 
87 — asaprfn 

68 Parents 

answer, often 

69 "Pater Pan" • 
pirate 

70 Superlative 
suffix 



e, TO Tribune Mm Sttvesa. tc 
MR^nsRawvM 


DOWN 

1 Musical 
compoE‘aon 

2 Love greedy 

3 rlorida city 

4 Fight 


5 Clapton 

6 Way 

7 Bread spreads 

8 Mom or Dad 

9 Harem room 

10 NYC dance fine 

11 Indian 

12 Zeus' wife 

13 Broadway hit 

20 Revue part 

21 Adjust 

25 Relentless 
attack 

27 At any time 

28 Small amount 

30 Parish priest 

31 Humes 

32 Freshwater fish 

33 Shamrock land 

34 Rain dancer? 

35 Old bucket e.g. 
37 Yield 

40 Mora 

ignoble 

44 Domed lent 
46 Polish 
48 Settle in 


Yesterday's Paata Sojy«h 


SPSS onnan ngon 

nnnnnrJHHHH Bonn 

ngnmnnnnonnnnnn 

anna HQnnn 

snanon gnninn 

nnmn nncmini nnn 

™R0Rnrannni!nciRn 

QFiPinQ nQnn 

ncnciQ FiHnnnn 

nEiHQ 

Hnaan eidofi nnn 

nsno nnnunn S|nh 
nnni3 rnnnnn 


‘oh 




50 Flows Siowty 

52 Rhone feeder 

f? iiEnrumern 

word 60 Swiss river 
55 Gusto 62 Fireplace 

_56 Ancient land projection 


57 Actress Miles 
59 Percussion 
Instrument 
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6.230 

6. 300 

21, 3M 

2.030 

2.030 

2.030 

42,131 

4.060 

4.060 

4.000 

12,406 

5.000 

5.120 

3.000 

131.718 

3.180 

3.170 

3.170 

0,400 

4.CKXJ 

4.000 

4.000 

2,000 

4.050 

4.600 

4.000 

21, UB 

4.500 

4.600- 

1.620 

37,471 

1.060 

l.aeo 

3.860 

86.644 

2.670 

2.600 

S.»M 

20,867 

3.560 

3.850 

3.370 

1,868 

3.130 

3.130 

3.130 

74,406 

2.480 
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2.470 

6,378 
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7.300 
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1,826 
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2.373 
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0 t 73Q 

12, m 
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i.:b0 

0.330 

0.540 

D.S40 

340 
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0.960 

0.960 

808 

2.010 

2.020 

2.020 

4,290 

1.130 

7.160 

1.160 

36,300 

20.000 

20.050 

20.050 

19.011 

2.200 

2.290 

3. 210 

4.050 

2.710 

2.720 

2.700 

1,021,366 
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26.047 
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2.600 

2.600 
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7.400 

7.400 

7.400 

13,551 

2.700 

2.700 

2.730 

6,150 

3. BOO 

3.830 

3.850' 

22.. 044 

2.710 

3.600 

2.760 

771 

2.710 

2.570 

2.370 

1,706 

□ .420 

0.420 

0.410 

21,193 

16.900 

17.000 

16.900 

16.907 

2-600 

2.620 

2.640 

25,263 

10.000 

10.010 

10.000 

1,743 

1.730 

1.740 

1.740 

1,507 

0.300 

0.300 

0.110 

31,509 

5.330 

3.360 

3.590 

26.950 

3.730 

3.720 

3.760 

1,250 

2.340 

2.500 

2.500 

1.046 

7.090 

6.930 

7-000 
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1.020 
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1-030 
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0.420 

35.859 
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a. 480 

8.400 
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3.760 
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Silver 
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Precious Metals 


Central Bank of Jordan Exchange Rate BoOetfai 


Currencj 


I.S. Dollar 


Slcrlinj: Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


Frencti Franc 


Japanese Yen 


Dutch (iuilder 


Swedish Krona 


Italian lira 


Bdpian Franc 


5/10/1993 


0.6900 


1.04 39 


0.4252 


0.486 1 


0.1219 


5/ 10! 1993 


Offer 


0.6920 


1.0491 


0.42 73 


0.4891 


0.1225 



Other Currencies 


Correncj 


Bahraini Dinar 


l^banese lira 


Saudi Rhal 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


K^splian Pound 


Omani Rival 


l’.\K Dirham 


Creek Drachma 


C'jprkil Puund 


“ 5 .'10/1993 


Bid 

Offer 

I. SOSO 

1.8410 

0.0395 

0.0401 

0.1831 

0.1855 

2.255 0 

2.3200 

0.1810 

0.1885 

0.2050 | 

0.2220 

X.760O 

1.8100 

0. 1 S70 

0.1885 

0.2850 

0.2975 

1.3400 

1.3890 


IMF sees 
debt cuts of 
75% for 
poorest 
countries 

i - 

■TOKYO (AFP) — Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
Director-General Michel 
Camdessus said Tuesday he 
was irt favour of waiving 
more than 75 per cent of the 
debts of some of the world's 
■ poorest countries.ioaid their 
return to economic growth. 
“I hope that creditor nations 
will be flexible in granting a 
reduction in the stock of debt 
of substantially more than 50 
per cent where needed." Mr. 
Camdessus told an Africa 
Development conference. He 
added he could envisage a 
debt reduction of 75 per cent 
and more “in exceptional 
cases." ‘‘With their debt bur- 
dens reduced to levels consis- 
tent with their debt servicing 
capacity, the poorest reform- 
ing countries would be 
helped to achieve sustainable 
growth he said. Income per 
head in Africa had continued 
to decline for 10 years, he 
said. “Continuation of this 
trend would certainly lead to 
a catastrophe. Already, the 
plight of the poorest of the 
poor is one of near despera- 
tion." “I cannot over- 
emphasise the importance for 
Africa, as for the whole 
world, of a successful conclu- 
sion of the Uruguay Round 
by the end of this year." 


Iran’s top leader may revise economic reforms 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran might 
revise its free-murket econo- 
mic reform policies according 
to new guidelines expected 
from supreme leader Ayatol- 
lah Ali Khamenei, the coun- 
try's chief economic planner 
was quoted as saying Monday. 

Massoud Roghani Zanjani 
was quoted by Tehran's Re- 
salat newspaper as saying that 
a final version of the second 
five-year plan for the period 
starting March 21. 1994 was 
being delayed pending Ayatol- 
lah Khamenei's instructions. 

“Since the exalted lead- 
ership (Khamenei) intends to 
put forth macroeconomic poli- 
cies. there will be delays in the 
timetable." said Mr. Zanjani. 
a vice-president who heads the 
Plan and Budget Organisation. 

He said “changes... or fun- 
damental revisions" would be 
introduced in the blueprint 
accordingly. He did not say 
when Ayatollah Khamenei's 
views might be expected. 

The reforms, championed by 
President Akbar Has he mi Raf- 
sanjani as the only way to turn 
around Iran's war-hit eco- 
nomy. have created wide- 
spread discontent. 

Some officials and par- 
liamentary deputies have 
voiced concern that inflation 
and other daily hardships 
might turn people against the 
Islamic system. 

If Ayatollah Khameini 
orders any significant change 
Or slowdown in the reforms it 
would be a second setback for 
President Rafsanjani whose Fi- 
nance Minister Mohsen Nours- 
bakhsh, closely identified with 
his economic plan, was sacked 
by parliament, in August. 



Ayatollah Khamenei 

Mr. Zanjani said in 'May that 
the second plan would follow 
the main policies of the first, 
including privatisation, cutting 
price and import controls and 
reducing subsidies. 

The second plan envisages 
total expenditures of 215 tril- 
lion riyals (S136 billion), up 
from the first plan's approved 
$120 billion, according to pre- 
liminary figures published in 
August. 

The broad outlines of the 
reform programme were 
drawn up when Ayatollah 
Khamenei was president and 
endorsed by the late leader 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
after the 1980-88 war with 
Iraq. 

But as prices soared, espe- 
cially after a sharp devaluation 
.of the riyal in March. Ayatol- 
lah Khamenei increasingly 
cautioned against neglecting 
the poor in the quest for eco- 
nomic progress. 

"We believe in the Islamic 
system... economic growth 


should be in the service of 
social justice and public wel- 
fare." he said in August. 

President Rafsanjani's critics 
take such remarks as backing 
for their charges that his eco- 
nomic team is implementing 
unpopular prescriptions of 
Western financial organisa- 
tions. 

A commentary in Iran’s 
largest-selling daily newspaper 
Kayhan Iasi week criticised the 
government for sending top 
officials, including Mr. Nour- 
bakhsh who was appointed 
vice-president for economic 
affairs, for talks with World 
Bank and the International 
Monetary Fund officials in 
Washington. 

It called for a revision in 
Iran's economic policies. 

Meanwhile. Iran is assuming 
oil will sell at SI5.50 a barrel 
when it calculates its oil re- 
venue target in the budget for 
the next Iranian year starting 
March 21. its chief economic 
planner was quoted as saying 
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Monday. 

“Revenue is calculated 
according to a price of $15.50 
per barrel and to the OPEC 
quota, with 1.35 million barrels 
per day (b/d) deducted for 
domestic consumption,.” the 
Tehran newspaper Resalat 
quoted ‘Mr. Zanjani as saying. 

The budget bill is expected 
to be published in December. 

Iran was assigned a quota of 
1.35 million b/d till the end of 
March in a meeting of the 
Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) in 


Geneva last week. 

Oil Minister Gholamreza 
Aqazadeh said Friday tha 
Iran's oil revenue in rhe dim 
half of the current Iranian year 
was about 90 per cent on target 
and there was a good chance 
that the $16.5 billion target for 
the whole year would be 
achieved by March 20. 

This year’s target is based on 
average exports of 2.7 million 
b/d at $17 a barrel. Oil exports 
account for two thirds of gov- 
ernment revenue in the current 
year's budget. 






Cyprus Airways starts 2 flights 

weekly to Amman 

Petra tours, general agents of Cyprus Airways in 
Jordan, has announced that Cyprus Airways will start 
operating two flights to and from Amman, as Nov. 5. 
1993, in accordance with the winter schedule. The new 
schedule marks the end of the joint agreement .that has 
been in effect between KLM and Cyprus Airways. 


WE’RE TRYING TO OFFER THE BEST 


* Energy-saving lamps 

* GLS lamps 25-200 W 
ft CancUe lamps 

ft Low voltage halogen lamps 
ft Decorative lamps 
ft Special lamps 
ft Discharge lamps 
ft -Spot lamps 

* Fluorescent lamps and starters. 

Also available in Safeway 

Minwer Electrical 
Tel.: 613746/613622 
Fax.: 643746 










THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWATS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG, AM FREIGH1 . 
FORWARDING, OOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES. CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE. TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


AAft«N KAWARASONS 

JW^TEL- 604676 GQ4696 ^ 
7806 




Daily Lunch 



Parole | 

n .Jord.iT! Supermarket BLDG. 
- n,i n " ,jr Tel: 824677 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates foi 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsessior 
on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


U.S. $1.00 costs 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


1.3390/00 

1.6175/85 

1.8160/70 

1.4150/60 

35.05/09 

5.6450/50 

1586.0/7.5 

105.20/30 

8.0400/60 

7.0620/82 

6.5520/72 

$1.5180/90 

$353.90/354.40 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


Veritable Cuisine Francaise 
live Entertainment 

68574 6 

Shmessani 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

Siam 30% large r 

* From mniargm- 
mmnt 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Sireet, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolia^ Bartoeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight > 


Rf:.( .( J'ncr>(ul I-'noi! in / V.- • i-/: 


V RESTAURANT & GARDEN 


- Chinese, Thai, Phililpino, Indonislan & 
r Malaysian specialities 

- Five branches all over the world and now one 

in Amman. ~ 1 

- Uve Band ”6" nights a week 1 

' - World wide programmes VIA satellite “ 


Hours: 12 Noon 12 MkJnigtu 
— Friday 5PJ4 Mfdnlghl 


,,,-. 653482 


FIRST CLASS INDIAN 




Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30- &30 pm 
7.30-11.30 pm 

After the Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd cade 


Tel.659519 .659520 


Only 
The Best 

Many furnished and 
unfurnished villas — 
apartments for rent. 

Abdoun 

Real 


Tel. No. 810605/810609 
Fax No. 810520 




INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR UNK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANYAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : B21 775 TLX : 23023 FAX :'656 270 
PEACE BUILDING -JABAL LWEIBDEH 
\ AMMAN - JORDAN 


One visit wDl make you 
a steady , we beBeveU! 


PEKING 

RESTAURANT 

^ UIHETtnC CHINESE- CUISINE 



HAIM) TEL 

ifejlfllls 


Amman - Tel. 668183 
P.OBox 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriate* and 
Businessmen 


SZEEHWAN 6ARBENS 
CHINESE RESTAURANT 
fypiol CUmn Feeds 



|» -7< awr 


Takm away is available 

Shat At-Anb StoMr 
Um Uttsmah ammonia! Centra 

feet Tasted Lcved 


The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Tain sway Is untlaMs 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tat 




Among the Tidies of Jordan, 
a [ittkgem of a ftotd 

SI promise of $ 

First Class Style, 

Luxury and Coitfort . 


u i r e 6 






Amman 

International Hotei 


■ VVfetfier it's Business or pleasure, 
MriZje BeyoruCyour expectations 
to mafic your stay a pleasant one. 

3rd Circle, Jabai Amman Tel. 64321 A Fax 643219 





^ 1 Rest 

Tel 841712 / 841713 


318637 

661293 ; 

The Latest 
MUST 
in Amman 
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U.N. fails to stop intra-Muslim 
battles in Bosnian enclave 


BIHAC. Bosnia {R) — U.N. 
peacekeepers said Tuesday 
four people had died in intra- 
Muslim fighting in the separat- 
ist enclave of Bihac in northern 
Bosnia and efforts to broker a 
truce had so far failed. 

The regional Bosnian army 
commander has said nine peo- 
ple died, six of them rebels, in 
the Bihac pocket where resi- 
dents led by local tycoon Fikret 
Abdic have revolted against 
Bosnian President Alija Izet- 
hegovic. 

U.N. military sources Tues- 
day put the death toll at four, 
two on each side, and said 13 
had been wounded. 

They said the situation in the 
pocket had been quiet over- 
night but remained tense Tues- 
day after clashes focused on 
the villages of Johovica and 
Skokovi involving small arms, 
machinegun and mortar fire. 

U.N. sources said the Abdic 
camp was still holding the Sko- 
kovi Pass and sent 5f) armed 
reinforcements there Monday 
night. The Bosnian army had 
claimed to be in charge there. 

Officers of the U.N~. Protec- 
tion Force (UNPROFOR) 
were still trying to get the two 
sides Together for talks but Mr. 
Abdic was apparently declin- 
ing. the sources told Reuters. 

Mr. Izerbegovic ordered 
military intervention in the re- 
mote enclave — surrounded bv 


rebel Serb forces since the start 
of Bosnia's civil war in April 
last year — in an effort to avert 
an unprecedented schism in 
the Muslim community. 

One U.N. source said 
however it was unlikely that 
the local Bosnian army com- 
mander. Ramiz Drekovic. was 
militarily capable of launching 
a full-scale offensive to oust 
Mr. Abdic from his Velika 
Kludusa stronghold. 

"That would require u force 
of 3.IHHI or 4.0M0 men and 
raising that number would 
mean denuding the confronta- 
tion line (with the Serbs)." the 
source said. 

He said the front line be- 
tween the Bosnian army and 
the Bosnian Serbs was “un- 
usually quiet". 

Commander Drekovic 
blamed Monday's bloodletting 
in Johovica on forces loyal to 
Mr. Abdic. a former member 
of Sarajevo's collective pres- 
idency. who a week ago was 
elected “president” of an 
“autonomous province of 
western Bosnia." 

It was the first serious clash 
between the two sides since 
Mr. Abdic. a wealthy business- 
man and moderare political 
rival of Mr. izetbegovic. 
heralded the secession of 
Bihac. which borders a part of 
Croatia also held by Serb re- 
bels. 


Mr. Abdic's forces are now 
restricted to the district of 
Velika Kladusa in the far north 
of the pocket where his huge 
Agrokomerc food-processing 
firm has many factories. 

The fighting in Johovica, ab- 
out 12 kilometres south of 
Velika Kladusa. erupted Mon- 
day morning as pro-Abdic civi- 
lians with armed police in their 
rear stood up aggajnst a line of 
Bosnian army soldiers. 

Reuter reporters who wit- 
nessed the battle said it was not 
clear who fired first but rhey 
saw Bosnian army troops shoot 
initially only in the air and 
heard the first mortar fired 
from Abdic positions. 

Commander Drekovic's con- 
dition for peace was that two 
army brigades in the Velika 
Kladusa district restate their 
allegiance to Mr. Izetbegovic. 

Mr'. Abdic says he wants to 
make peace with rebel Serbs 
■and Croats who have grabbed 
most of the republic from gov- 
ernment forces, arguing that 
Bihac's autonomy is the only 
way to secure it. , 

The pocket has been spared 
serious war damage and civi- 
lian suffering thanks to Mr. 
Abdic's trading connections 
with Serbs and Croats which 
have ensured black market 
supplies slip through front 
lines. 


Meanwhile, the Bosnian 
capital Sarajevo was quiet 
Tuesday morning but some 
clashes were reported over- 
night between the Muslim-led 
Bosnian army and Croar forces 
in central Bosnia. 

Bosnian radio said govern- 
ment forces had captured the 
Croat-held village of Vrdi, 
near Dreznica. which lies be- 
tween the disputed southwest- 
ern town of Mostar and Jabla- 
nica. 

Croatian radio reported skir- 
mishes between Serbs in their 
breakaway enclave of Krajina 
in Croatia and Croatian gov- 
ernment forces. 

It said Croat army positions 
had been shelled near Zadar, 
around the coastal town of 
Sibenik and near the central 
city of Karlovac. 

The Security Council Mon- 
day extended the peacekeep- 
ing mandate of U.N. forces in 
the former Yugoslavia for 
another six months. 

In a resolution, the Council 
also warned Serbian author- 
ities that continued support for 
Serb rebels in Croatia could 
prevent international sanctions 
against Belgrade from being 
lifted. 

Russia, which last week had 
opposed some provisions in the 
resolution, finally endorsed the 
warning to Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic. 
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WAR LEGACY: A disabled civilian (right), a nitarian aid readied the embattled Angolan town 
legacy of the Angola dvQ war, moves towards a after seven months of being cat off by rebels 
feeding point in the town of Menongne. Hums- (AFP) 

Shevardnadze orders curfew in capital 


India quake victims set up camp as corpses burn 


KILLARI. India (R) — Tens 
of thousands of Homeless 
camped under makeshift shel- 
ters and tents Tuesday, as huge 
convoys ferried in internation- 
al and' Indian aid following the 
country's worst earthquake in 
half a century. 

Glinting in the sun like a 
silver sea. hundreds of tempor- 
ary corrugated iron huts dot 
nearby fields, sheltering the 
150.000 made homeless in last 
Thursday's quake in which up 
to 30.000 died. 

Thousands of survivors dug 
through the rubble of their 
homes to recover possessions, 
hauling out battered bicycles. 


clothes and tin trunks and car- 
rying them back to their tents 
and shelters on the back of 
bullock carts. 

The pervasive smell of disin- 
fectant powder, sprinkled 
everywhere through the des- 
troyed villages to prevent dis- 
ease. competes with the linger- 
ing stench of burning flesh 
from cremations that are still 
continuing. 

The United States. Britain 
and several other countries 
were flying in aid. including 
tents and plastic sheeting. 

Huge convoys of trucks have 
ferried in drinking water, food, 
medical supplies and shelter 


materials for survivors of the 
quake, which buried famiies in 
their homes as they slept. 

President Bill Ginton's spe- 
cial envoy Ray Flynn was due 
to visit the quake-damaged re- 
gion 450 kilometres east of 
Bombay Tuesday afternoon to 
assess India's aid needs. 

Five days after the quake 
measuring 6.4 on the Richter 
Scale hit. corpses are still being 
found amidst the rubble. 

“The bodies are in no condi- 
tion to be removed once they 
are located.*' said one police 
officer. “We found one and the 
arm came off." 

He said the bodies were 


being burnt wherever they 
were uncovered, amid the 
huge piles of debris and rock. 

Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
simha Rao. who visited the 
quake-hit villages in the west- 
ern state of Maharashtra Mon- 
day. promised to meet the full 
cost of building new homes. 

But the survivors are likely 
to have to stay in relief camps 
and temporary shelters at least 
until January. 

Many residents were dis- 
appointed that the 72-year-old 
Mr. Rao did not meet more 
relatives during his four-hour 
visit. 


MOSCOW (R) — Georgian 
leader Eduard Shevardnadze, 
struggling to keep his Trans- 
caucasian state together, im- 
posed a night-time curfew on 
the capital Tbilisi from Tues- 
day. Georgian radio said. 

A decree said the curfew 
would come into force from 1 1 
p.m. (2000 GMT), the radio, 
monitored by the British 
Broadcasting Corporation, 
said. 

The city has had its share of 
the instability and violence 
gripping the former Soviet re- 
public, with gunbattles in the 
streets and markets. 

Separatist forces backed by 
Russian volunteers drove 
Georgian troops out of the 
Black Sea province of Abkha- 
zia last week. Ousted President 
Zviad Gamsakhurdia returned 
from exile demanding his res- 

Hosokawa 
attacked in 
parliament 
for war 


Pakistani voters to elect democrat for businessman remarks 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Pakis- 
tan's 53 million voters must 
choose between a democrat 
whose government was sacked 
for incompetence and a 
businessman dogged by 
charges of corruption in 
Wednesday's election, set to 
be the fairest in 23 years. 

Pakistanis had 24 hours left 
Tuesday to weigh their options 
after the whirlwind election 
campaigns of the two main 
contenders — former Prime 
Ministers Benazir Bhutto and 
Nawaz Sharif — officially 
closed at midnight. 

Ms. Bhutto ended with a 
show of strength in Lahore. 
Pakistan's political heartland 
and the powerbase of her arch- 
rival. 

"You are the real tigers, you 
will not let a fake tiger win." 
Ms. Bhutto told cheering 
crowds, poking fun at the elec- 
tion symbol of Sharif, whose 
resignation in July paved the 


way for Wednesday's elections 
for the 217-seat National 
.Assembly. 

"Sharif is a tiger without a 
tail.** 

Ms. Bhutto is confident of 
victory for the Pakistan Peo- 
ple’s Party — aides have been 
debating only whether she 
should take a victory train or 
plane when she returns to La- 
hore after voting in her ances- 
tral village in the southern pro- 
vince of Sind. 

Mr. Sharif insists victory is in 
the bag for his Pakistan Mus- 
lim League, and seizes the 
opportunity to deride Ms. 
Bhutto's overseas education 
and foreign friends. 

"On Oct. 6. Benazir Bhutto 
will carry a ticket for Paris." he 
told supporters in the former 
colonial garrison town of 
Rawalpindi, dosing his frene- 
tic helicopter-borne campaign. 

The 45-day campaign has 
been short on issues and long 


on invective, diplomats said. 

The bitter loathing the two 
ijftve for each other and their 
repeated power struggles have 
forced Pakistanis to the polls 
for the third time in just five 
years. 

Underground bookmakers 
are betting on a win for Ms. 
Bhutto — based on her tradi- 
tional 37 per cent vote bank, 
sympathy for her dismissal in 
August 1990 after just 20 
months in office on disputed 
charges of corruption and mis- 
rule. and an apparent nod from 
the powerful army and 
bureaucratic establishment. 

Local media described her 
rule as "Benazir in blunder- 
land". She was elected in 1988 
in the first elections after the 
end of military rule that jailed 
and exiled her for her opposi- 
tion. 

Mr. Sharif has been battling 
allegations by his opponents of 
corruption among his minis- 


ters, underhand moneymaking 
schemes and economic policies 
designed to benefit his huge 
family business and industrial- 
ist cronies. 

Given that choice, the neut- 
ral caretaker government — 
installed after Ms. Bhutto’s, 
struggle to oust Mr. Sharif 
toppled his government 30 
months into its five-year term 
— fears that few voters will 
bother to turn out to stamp 
their ballot papers. 

With 150.000 soldiers super- 
vising the polls, three teams of 
international observers in the 
country and a neutral interim 
administration, voting is set to 
be the fairest since Ms. Bhut- 
to's father, Zulfakar Ali Bhut- 
to. was elected in 1970. diplo- 
mats say. 

But few seem interested, 
and even Prime Minister 
Moeen Qureshi raised the 
spectre of a re-poll if turnout is 
too low. 


Russian Alfa troops lead White House assault 


MOSCOW (R) — Parlia- 
mentarians were singing songs 
by candlelight in the Moscow 
White House when two un- 
armed officers of Russia's 
crack Alfa troops walked in at 
midday. 

"We can see there are civi- 
lians here and we do not want 
any bloodshed.'' said one. 
"Buses will be waiting outside 
for anyone who wants to leave. 
If people outside attack you. 
we will shoot at the crowd.” 

Deputies bluntly turned 
their offer down. 

“it is good to die For your 
motherland.” said hardline 
parliamentarian Mikhail Chel- 
nokov, appealing to an audi- 
ence of 3CK) men and women in 
the White House Russian par- 
liament building to fight on. 

But within hours the siege — 
which began when President 
Boris Yeltsin disbanded parlia- 
ment on Sept. 21 — was over. 
The Alfa commandos reap- 
peared. armed with Kalash- 
nikov submachine guns and 
accompanied by the roar nl 
cannon and artillery fire. 

"Please lay down your arms 
and follow us out." said one. 
his polite words clashing incon- 
gruously with his green 
camouflage uniform and 
jungle-style helmet. 

Shots echoed round the 
building as he spoke. 

The commandos, trained to 
kill, were dearly under orders 
to avoid unnecessary bltu*U- 
shed. 

"They have surrendered. 
Now it ’is up to you to make 
sure they come to no harm." 
one officer told his men 

Journalists, parliamentary 
deputies and staff streamed out 
into the sunlight, some holding 
their hands on their heads in a 


gesture of surrender. 

"Now we are going to stay 
alive.*’ said a young man. his 
clothes crumpled after days 
and nights in a besieged parlia- 
ment building. 

But it has not always looked 
as though it would end that 
way. 

In a day of tanks, guns and 
almost constant bombardment 
from forces oval to Mr. Yeltsin, 
much of the inside of the big. 
Brezhnev-era building was re- 
duced to rubble. 

A dozen children aged be- 
tween 1 1 and 15. wearing the 
badges of the Komsomol 
Youth Organisation of the for- 
mer Soviet Union, peered out 
from windows to report on 
troop movements. 

Their leader, a young man in 
his 2Us. warned them not to eat 
during the shelling. 

“Ifyou are eating and you 
are hit in the stomach you are 


less likely to survive.” he said. 

Fires raged through the up- 
per stories and black smoke 
billowed out of a gaping hole 
blasted into the building's side. 

"They are murderers. They 
are shooting point-blank, 
crushing people with tanks. If 
you are a real Christian, you 
have to do something,” Vice- 
President Alexander Rutskoi 
screamed out over the tele- 
phone in a conversation with 
Constitutional Court Chair- 
man Valery Zorkin. 

Parliament had appointed 
Mr. Rutskoi acting president. 
Mr. Yeltsin said his deputy and 
one-time .ally had been strip- 
ped of his post. 

Ruslan Khasbulatov. the 
other leader of the rebel forces 
holed up inside the parliament 
building for nearly two weeks, 
sat with his tie awry, mutter- 
ing: “I never thought he (Yelt- 
sin) would do this. Why isn't 


Russian forces must be 
disciplined — U.K. minister 

BLACKPOOL. Lngland (R) — Britain's Defence Secretary 
Malcolm Rifkmd said T uesday it was vital for army discipline 
to be maintained in Russia, which still has more than HI. 000 
nuclear weapons. Commenting on the White House revolt. 
Mr. Rifkind. in Blackpool for a conference of the Tilling 
Conservatives, said: “The armed forces remain in the last 
highly-disciplined, organised body in Russia." 

He fold BBC Television: “From the West's point of view the 
factor that would have been of the most concern would of 
course be that Russia remains a nuclear power. 

“There are still over KMXHl strategic nuclear warheads in 
Russia. At the moment they are kept very effectively under 
control. 

Mr. Rifkind said: "What the events in the lust week have 
shown us is that the reform princess in Russia is fragile. 
President Yeltsin has won — that is excellent news from the 
point of view of stability. 

"But the real test will be the parliamentary elections in 
December — will they be free and will he win?" 


anyone coming to help us?” 

Mr. Yeltsin's troops stormed 
the parliament building Mon- 
day after demonstrators loyal 
to the legislature smashed 
through a cordon of trucks and 
razor wire Sunday and broke a 
five-day siege. 

Seizing weapons and riot 
shields from helpless police, 
they had ransacked the nearby 
building of Moscow Mayor 
Yuri Luzhkov — a key Yeltsin 
supporter — and advanced on 
the television centre. 

But at dawn tanks rolled into 
parliament's backyard, shoot- 
ing at the building and forcing 
spectators to flee. The defen- 
ders of the parliament, who 
had been collecting arms 
throughout the siege, re- 
sponded with volleys of shots. 

I counted at least five corp- 
ses on the square outside par- 
liament. 

Parliamentary Guards said 
they could not come to the aid 
of a sixth injured man because 
of persistent shooting. 

■ By the end of a day of 
shelling I saw 20 bodies inside 
the parliament building. Floors 
were stained with blood and 
covered with layers of broken 
glass. 

Furniture had been reduced 
to matchsticks by a constant 
barrage of shells and bullets. I 
am sure many more people 
died. 

As we left, the Alfa troops 
searched us several times fur 
weapons and we emerged in 
face a hostile crowd outside. 

“Bring us Rutskoi," the pro- 
Yeltsin demonstrators, shouted 
us we emerged, shell-shocked, 
from the darkened building. 

Hours later both Mr. Ruts- 
koi and Mr- Khasbulatov were 
under anest. 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Minis- 
ter Morihiro Hosokawa said 
Tuesday his. recent war apolo- 
gy was “only natural” con- 
sidering all of the suffering 
Japan caused as its troops 
swept through Asia before and 
during World War II. 

Mr. Hosokawa. fending off 
opposition attacks in parlia- 
ment. said the apology ex- 
tended to Europeans and 
Americans, as well as to Asian 
victims. 

“Japan's fast aggressive ac- 
tions caused much suffering for 
many people, so it's only natu- 
ral that we apologise for what 
happened,” the prime minister 
told a lower house session. 

"There were many people 
from the allied countries in 
Asia during the war and they 
endured great pain.” he said. 
"It's natural that they too be 
included (in my apology)." 

Shimaro Ishihara. an out- 
spoken rightist from the Liber- 
al Democratic Party (LDP), 
led the opposition assault on 
Mr. Hosokawa. who has gone 
further than any other 
Japanese leader in confronting 
the country’s war responsibili- 
ties. 

"Japan does feel guilty for 
what it did in Asian countries 
but -there's no need for us to 
apologise to the allied coun- 
tries that won the war. Like 
Britain, the United States. 
Holland and France.” Mr. 
Ishihara said in a heated de- 
bate. 

"Japan also suffered in the 
war. Many were killed in the 
atomic bombing (of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki) but we've not 
heard one word of apology." 

Mr. Hosokawa apologised 
for Japan's aggressive war at 
his first news conference as 
prime minister on Aug. 10. 
sparking protest both outside 
and within his coalition gov- 
ernment. which includes many 
conservatives. 

Two weeks later in a speech 
to parliament Mr. Hosokawa 
backtracked slightly, talking 
about “past Japanese actions, 
including aggression" instead 
of "an aggressive war." 

"You've erred in your war 
remarks and I demand that you 
admit it.” thundered Mr. Ishi- 
hara. "You’ve also become 
vague and difficult to under- 
stand.” 

Mr. Hosokawa. calm and 
collected, said he was well 
aware of the suffering of A- 
bomb victims and other 
Japanese during the war. 
However the fact remained 
that Japan owed apologies to 
foreign war victims. 

LDP leaders, who ruled 
Japan for 38 years until Mr. 
Hosokawa's eight-party coali- 
tion seized power in August, 
had only offered vague apolo- 
gies when they could not be 
avoided. 


to ration to power and laun- 
ched a rebellion in the western 
region of Mingrelia. 

Mr. Shevardnadze told 
Georgian radio Monday he 
agreed in principle to presiden- 
tial elections next spring, pro- 
vided a new constitution could 
be agreed by referendum by 
then. 

"1 would agree to holding 
early elections in the spring... 
in order to remove tensions 
which are keeping our country, 
our republic under pressure." 
he said. "If our opponents 
agree to that, I would accept 
this course of events." 

Georgia Monday asked the 
Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE) for help against rebel 
forces in its Abkhazia region, 
saying it faced a civil war worse 
than that in Bosnia. 


Koreas make no headway in talks 

SEOUL (R) — South and North Korea met at their fortified 
cold war frontier Tuesday but failed to make progress m a row 
over the North's suspected developmen t of nuclear weapons. 
The two sides discussed a proposed exchange visit by special 
envoys, which Seoul hopes will prove a turning point in efforts 
to remove suspicions over the nuclear programme. ‘The talks 
ended inconclusively. Both sides only agreed to meet again on 
Oct. 15,” a Southern official said after the two-hour meeting at 
the border village of Panmunjom. The official, who asked not 
to be named, said the talks made little progress over a 
Northern call for an end to Seoul's annual Team Spirit military 
exercises with the United States. He said Northern delegates 
also urged the South to stop trying to settle the nuclear 
question in league with the international community. 

Aspin refuses to fire top admiral 

WASHINGTON (R) — Defence Secretary Les Aspin has 
decided not to fire chief of naval operations Admiral Frank 
Kelso despite a recommendation from the navy's civilian 
secretary that he seek Adm. Kelso's resignation, defence 
officials said Monday. The official, who asked not to be 
identified, said Mr. Aspin made the decision to keep Adm. 
Kelso on as the navy’s top officer after examining a recom- 
mendation from Navy Secretary John Dalton made last Friday 
that Adm. Kelso be removed for lack of leadership. Adm. 
Kelso, 60, and fop navy and Marine Corps officers attended 
the rowdy Tailhook Association Convention of Aviators in 
Las Vegas two years ago but Adm. Kelso had denied any 
knowledge that young male aviators fondled and sexually 
abused women there. Adm. Kelso, a 37-year navy veteran, 
had also been instrumental in the recent opening of new jobs 
to women in the U.S. military including piloting combat 
aircraft. 

Clinton seeks better ties with unions 

SAN FRANCISCO {AFP) — President Bill Clinton attemp- 
ted to patch up relations with labour unions that helped him 
win the White House, but recently have felt betrayed by his 
support of NAFTA. Mr. Ginton was in California on a 
48-hour trip to sell his plan for a massive overhaul of the U.S. 
health care system — something dear to the hearts of the 
unions. But Mr. Clinton has found himself having to stand up 
for the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA), 
which would take down almost all trade barriers among 
Canada, Mexico and the United 5tates over 15 years to create 
the world's largest free-trade zone. NAFTA has drawn fierce 
opposition from the unions, which say Mexico’s relatively lax 
environment law enforcement, and low salaries would send 
U.S. jobs south of the border. 

French centre in Togo attacked 

LOME (AFP) — A bomb blast wounded three people, one 
seriously, outside the French Cultural Centre in the heart of 
the Togolese capital Lome, paramilitary police said Tuesday. 
The bomb, placed against a wall of the building, exploded on 
Monday evening, wounding three passersby. blowing a small 
hole in the wall and smashing windows, the gendarmes said. 
Nobody had claimed responsibility for the attack by Tuesday 
morning. 

300 Tajik fighters arrested 

MOSCOW (AFP) — Some 300 Islamic Tajik fighters were 
arrested by Russian Border Guards, according to Russian 
military sources in Tajikistan quoted by the press agency 
ITAR-TASS. The combatants, who had crossed the border 
from Afghanistan, were under the Guards’ control Tuesday. 
The agency did not give details of the fighting, but said the 
combatants had mined an area of several kilometres along the 
border before being arrested. The sources did not say exactly 
where the fighters were operating. Thousands of Tajik 
Mujahedeen who fled to Afghanistan after the establishment 
of a neo-Communist regime in Douchanbe at the end of 1992 
have moved back across the Afghan border this year, 
particularly in the Piandi Region (southwest). 

200 hurt in Japan train crash 

TOKYO { AFP) — - A computer-controlled train derailed 
Tuesday after crashing into buffers at a terminal in Osaka; 
western Japan, injuring about 200 passengers, police and press 
reports said. About 250 passengers were aboard the remote- 
controlled four-coach train when it overran a platform at 
Suminoe Park at the end of a 6.6-kilometre state-of-the-art 
commuter line, the reports said. Many of the passengers 
sustained light injuries. There were no reports of fatalities. 


“The CSCE must offer 
Georgia new, free, democratic 
elections which should be su- 
pervised by observers as a 
chance to stop the oncoming 
-civil war and partition of the 
country.” a Georgian official 
■ told a CSCE meeting in War- 
saw. 

Ramaz Klimiashvili, deputy 
chairman of the State Commit- 
tee for Human Rights, asked 
governments in Europe and 
North America not to support 
forces that are trying to oust 
Mr. Shevardnadze. 

“If the democratically 
elected government of Mr. 
Shevardnadze is put down by 
force, the CSCE must make 
dear that all its members will 
cut diplomatic and economic 
relations with any succeeding 
undemocratic regime,’’ Mr. 
Kiimiashviti said. 


Madonna visits 
birthplace of Jesus 

BETHLEHEM, West Bank 

(Rj U.S. pop star Madonna. 

in Israel for a concert, slipped 
into the occupied West Bank 
for a brief pilgrimage to Beth- 
lehem’s Church of the Nativ- 
ity revered by Christians as 
the birthplace of Jesus. 
Travelling in a closed van with 
her bead covered. Madonna 
was not recognised by fans. 
She tried but failed to elude 
press photographers. Madon- . 
na. a Catholic, has used reli- V 
gious symbols in her raunchy 
acts, outraging some Christ- 
ians. Bethlehem is just south of 
Jerusalem. The singer was met 
in the town by an Israeli milit- 
ary escort. 

» 

Punk princess 

sells off wine 
and Harleys 

BONN (R) — Germany's 
hard-up Princess Gloria Von 
Thum Und Taxis is selling 
family treasures and posses- 
sions including 75,000 bottles 
of vintage wine, two of her 
Harley-Davidson motorcycles ^ 
and her late husband's gold ^ 
watch, to pay death duties. 
The princess, 33. known for 
her riotous party life and punk 
hair styles during her marriage 
to Prince Johannes, says the 
proceeds are needed to pay 
huge inheritance taxes due on 
the vast estate of her late hus- 
band, wbo died in 1990- aged 
64. “I’m a poor devil," 
moaned Princess Gloria, 
whose 500-room home is said 
to "be bigger than London's 
Buckingham Palace. 

'Eat more 
chocolate/ 

China told 

PEKING (R) — A British- £ 
based confectionery giant 
announced plans Tuesday to 
turn China into a nation of 
chocolate-eaters with a joint 
venture plant in Peking. Kevin 
Hayes, chairman of the Pacific 
rim division of Cadbury 
Schweppes, said per capita 
consumption in China was a 
paltry 0.03 kg a year, against 
1.5 .Kg in Hong' Kong. Mr. 
Hayes told a news conference 
it was his dream for China to 
reach Hong Kong's level of 
chocolate consumption. Asked 
if this was. bad news for chil- 
dren’s teeth in- China, a,pam- 
pany spokesman said: .‘‘The 
common perception is that 
chocolate is a cause of tooth 
decay. Research has not shown 
that at all.” 

Royal eating 
habits served up * 

PARIS (R) — Versailles 
Palace opens its doors next 
month on a glittering exhibi- 
tion of three centuries of royal 
eating habits which shaped the 
table manners of Europe. 
When Louis XIV, the 
sovereign whose centralised 
power earned him the title of 
“sun king”, transferred the 
French court to Versailles in 
1682, the fork — an Italian 
invention — had just been 
introduced and glasses were 
□ever seen on tables. "The 
rituals, instruments and sym- 
bols of the royal meal.” said 
Versailles Director Jean-Luc 
Babeloo, “have helped spawn 
table etiquette as we know it in u 
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Europe today.” t ' 

Cigarettes but no 
supper for Rutskoi, 
Khasbulatov 

MOSCOW (R) — Russia's 
sacked Vice-President Alexan- 
der Rutskoi and Parliament 
Chairman Ruslan Khasbulatov 
were unlikely to get supper in 
their Moscow prison cells 
Monday, Interfax News Agen- 
cy said. Brought to Lefortovo 
Jail, notorious among political 
prisoners of Josef Stalin's time, 
straight from the burning Rus- 
sian parliament, thev had not 
been expected and arrived too 
late for the evening meal, it 
said. Bui the two men would 
be allowed the luxury of smok- fJ * 
ing. “This is_ very important as “ 
both Rutskoi ana Khasbulatov 
are heavy smokers.” Interfax 
said. 

Wordsmith caf/sfor 
borrowed voice 

LONDON (R) — Renowned 
British physicist Professor 
Stephen Hawking demons- 
trated a new speech -svnthesiz- 
er ‘° r disabled people and 
urged the government to make 
it freely available. Prof. Hawking, 
author of A Brief History 
ur rune and a victim of motor 

terTn n rt e . dlScas l* said tnodem 
had helped 
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Medvedev marches on, worried about Russia 


SYDNEY (R) — Andrei Med- 
vedev closed his mind to the 
troubles in his Russian home- 
land as- he -defeated Australian 
qualifier Heath Denman in the 
first round of the Australian 
indoor men’s tennis cham- 
pionship Tuesday. 

The number three seed, who 
describes' himself as Russian 
but officially represents the 
Ukraine, said the current tur- 
moil in Moscow was affecting 
his life off court as be had 
family and friends in the Rus- 
sian capital. 

"It is hurting me.- it’s hurting 
me a lot." Medvedev. 19. said. 

"It doesn’t affect me during 
the match but being off the 
court it definitely bothers me. I 
have lots of friends living in 
Moscow.” he said. 

Troops loyal to president 
. Boris Yeltsin stormed the 
White House parliament in 
Moscow Monday to end armed 

■ resistance by rebels. Scores of 
people died and Yeltsin im- 

. posed an overnight curfew. 

Medvedev, ranked eighth in 
the world, took 74 minutes to 
. beat Denman 6-4. 6-4. 

The Kiev-bom Medvedev 
will now meet the winner of 
Wednesday's clash between 
. Australian Mark Woodforde 
: and Jonas Svensson of Sweden 
. in the S875.000 tournament. 

American qualifier Jonathan 
Canter caused an upset when 
, he came from a set down to 
beat last year's semifinalisr 
- Henrik Holm of Sweden 4-6. 
6-3. 64. 

Canter, aged 28 and ranked 
284th in the world, will now 
face the winner of Wednes- 
day's clash between Boris 
Becker and Australia's Neil 
Borwick. 

Becker's first-round match 
was put back a day following 
his withdrawal from the dou- 
bles Monday because of a sto- 

■ mach complaint. 

South African Wayne Fer- 
reira ruined Richey Re- 
neberg's 28th birthday celebra- 
tions with a comfortable 6-4. 
6-2 win over the American 
while sixth seed Petr Korda of 
the Czech Republic had little 


trouble in disposing of Dutch- 
man Paul Haarhuis 6-3. 6-1. 

Top seeded American Jim 
Courier began . with an easv 
win. 

Courier, hoping to buff up 
his tarnished record after his 
straight sets defeat by Dutch- 
man Jacco Eltingh" in the 
second round of the Salem 
Open in Kuala Lumpur last 
week, made short work of 
qualifier Alexander Mronz. 

The world No. 2. making his 
tournament debut, took exact- 
ly 100 minutes to beat the 
167th ranked German 6-2. 7-5. 

Courier. 23. fired numerous 
passing shot winners from the 
baseline and a fusillade of un- 
retumable serves. 

The American said he was 
happy with his performance. 

"It was a good way to start. I 
like the court a lot out there 
...it's a nice atmosphere to play 
in.” Courier said. 

Courier will play Richard 
Fromberg in the second round 
of the $875,000 tournament. 
Fromberg beat follow Austra- 
lian Todd Woodbridge 6-1. 4- 
6. 7-5 in his opening match. 

Sweden's Mikael Pemfors 
continued his slow comeback 
from a career-threatening 
Achilles tendon injury in 1991 
by defeating American Patrick 
McEnroe 6-3. 6-3. 

The 30-year-old Pemfors. 
who reached the world's top 10 
in 1986. has shot up the rank- 
ings this year to 35 from 237 at 
the end of last year. Defending 
champion Goran Ivanisevic of 
Croatia, scheduled to meet 
Courier in the semifinals, was 
beginning his title defence 
against local man Jason Stol- 
tenberg Tuesday. 

Richard Krajicek of the 
Netherlands was the first seed 
to fall when he was beaten 7-6, 2-6. 
6-4 by Australia’s Jamie 
Morgan. 

Krajicek, the fifth seed and 
ranked 10th in the world, said 
he was surprised by the 
strength of Morgan's serve. 

Morgan was playing his first 
match since his fourth round 
loss to fellow Australian Wally 
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Andrei Medvedev 

Masur at the U.S. Open last 
month where he was leading 
5-0 in the fifth set after earlier 
holding a two-set lead. 

He said he had got over last 
month's loss but added: ”1 was 
not counting on a win tonight 
until the last point.” 

The Australian will not play 
Pemfors in the second round. 

TOP RANKINGS 
Top 10 women’s and men’s 
tennis players, according to 
•rankings issued by the 
Women’s Tennis Association 
and the Association oT Tennis 
Professionals: 

1. Steffi Graf (Germany) 

2. Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
(Spain) 

2. Martina Navratilova 
(U.S.) 


4. Monica Seles (Yugoslavia) 

5. Coo chits Martinez (Spain) 

6. Gabrida Sabatini (Argen- 
tina) 

7. Mary Joe Fernandez 
(U.S.) 

8. Jana Novotna (Czech Re- 
public) 

9. Jennifer Capriati (U.S.) 

10. Anke Huber (Germany) 


1. Pete Sampras (U.S.) 

2. Jim Courier (U.S.) 

3. Stefan Ed berg (Sweden) 

4. Sergi Bruguera (Spain) 

5. Boris Becker (Germany) 

6. Michael Stich (Germany) 

7. Michael Chang (U.S.) 

8. Andrei Medvedev 
(Ukraine) 

9. Goran Ivanisevic (Croatia) 

10. Richard Krajicek ! 
(Netherlands) 


1993 — the year Mansell conquered America 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Nigd Mansell made 1993 a 
year of firsts in Indy-car racing. 

The 40-year-old Englishman 
was the first reigning Formula 
One champion to make the 
switch to the U.S. raring 
series. 

And he became the first 
driver to win the title in his 
rookie season on the circuit. 

Along the way he notched 
some personal firsts, including 
his first ovai circuit victory, 
and his debut at the famed 
Indianapolis motor speedway, 
where he posted an impressive 
third-place in the Indianapolis 
500. 

In all Mansell won seven 
poles and five races. Through- 
out the season, be said, he was 
conscious that his performance 
would reflect on his native 
country as well as his former 
colleagues in Formula One. 

"I've raced not only for my- 


self and the Newman-Haas 
Team, but I've also raced for 
my country,” he said, 
‘‘whether. I. like it or not. I 
carry my country on my shoul- 
ders. 

“I think of where I’ve come 
from, from the formula, and I 
cry to do the best I possibly 
can. That is a lot of motivation 
to keep you going through 
accidents, through the hard 
times, when your car is not 
working, the team is strug- 
gling.” 

Mansell had his share of 
struggles after his dream start 
to the season, a victory in the 
first race on the temporary 
street circuit in Australia. 

He injured his back in prac- 
tice for what would have been 
his first oval race, at Phoenix, 
and he sprained a wrist when 
he tripped on a set of portable 
stairs at another circuit. 

The key to his unexpected 
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THE BEST EVER 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 
NORTH 

£ Q5 

S 8 2 

0Q104 
4AQJB52 
WEST ■ EAST 
• AKJ10S #97642 
? J 10 7 3 984 

0 5 2 0 K J 9 8 

#86 * 7 3 

SOUTH 
* 8 

9 AKQ 9 5 
0 A 7 6 3 
*K104 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North East 

19 1 # 2# Pass 

2? Pan 3* Pass 

4 * Pan 4 9 Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of # 

Who do we think is the greatest 
player in. the history of the game? 
Among the men, there are many 
stars of today and yesterday who 
would be in contention, and for us to 
venture an opinion would do little 
more than alienate some very dear 
friends. We have no such qualms 
when it comas to the female of the 
species. As far as we are concer n ed, 
Helen Sobel stands head and ahoul- 
dan above the zest and, indeed, 
above many of the males in the first' 
category. The slim, attractive wom- 
an at the table did not look like she 


could hurt a fly, yet the strongest 
players of the day trembled when 
they had to match wits with her 

across the green baize. Here’s an 
nrramplw of her ability. 

The auction might not be every- 
body's cup of tea. Certainly, most 
'experts today would raise spades 
with the East hand, some even 
jum p in g to game. And most would 
have supported chibs a round earlier 
with the South cards. Five chibs 
would have been a simple contract. 

. In four hearts our fair lady was 
put at risk by the 4-2 trump break. 
The kmc of spades lead and spade 
ace continuation forced South to 
raff and come down to the same 
trump length as West If declarer 
now drew three rounds of trumps, 
the contract would be defeated. Left 

with the high trump. West would 
have ruffed the third club and exited 
with a spade and declarer would 
have gone down two tricks. 

However, without seeming to give 
the matter any thought, Helen made 
the winning play. After ruffing the 
second spade, she led the nine of 
trumps from hondf West won, but 
could not harm the contract Anoth- 
er spado would be ruffed m dummy, 
and the Other plain suits were con- 
trolled. No matter what the defend- 
ers did, declarer would be able to 
draw trumps and claim the rest, 
making an overtrick.- - 


Nigel Mansell 

success was his fast adaptation 
to Indy-car racing's oval cir- 
cuits, unknown in Formula 
One. 

Four of his five victories 
came on oval tracks, including 
the one that clinched the title, 
at Nazareth. Pennsylvania 
September 19. 

"I must admit I am surprised 
and pleased that I have been 
able to be as competitive as I 
have,” he said. “There is a 
depth of understanding in this 
team. That has made it much 
easier for me.” 

Mansell’s ability to adapt 
also said something for the skill 
level in Formula One. 

Michael Andretti, the 1991 
Indy-car champ and 1992 run- 
ner-up, floundered in Formula 
One, quitting before the end of 


his season with McLaren. 

And Mansell’s closest rival 
throughout the season was 
another Formula One veteran, 
two-time world champion 
Emerson Fittipaldi of Brazil. 

Fittipaldi claimed his second 
Indianapolis 500 victory, and' 
kept his title hopes alive until 
the penultimate race. 

He finished second from 
pole in the season finale at 
Laguna Seca Sunday. In the 
final standings, Mansell had a 
total of 191 points. Fittipaldi, 
who won three races for Pens- 
ke, had 183. Canadian rookie 
Paul Tracy, Fittipaldi's team- 
mate, matched Mansell's total 
of five victories to finish third 
overall on 157 points. 

The sprinkling of F-l veter- 
ans now racing in the U.S. 
meant Mansell renewed some 
old friendships and old rival- 
ries. 

Nelson Piquet of Brazil for 
one seemed nappy to renew his 
personal feud with Mansell, 
painting the Englishman as a 
malcontent and whiner at the 
Indy 500. 

In the end, however, Man- 
sell’s capture of America was 
complete. 

“IF anything, he has ex- 
. ceeded our expectations,” said 
team co-owner Carl Haas 
when he hired Mansell for two 
more years for a reported $10. 
million. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY REQUIRED 

A local firm is urgently in need of a highly-qualified 
secretary who has good command of English and 
Arabic correspondence, computer operation and ex- 
tensive knowledge in administrative works related to 
office management 

Please send your personal C.V. to fax 622490 - 
Managing Director - or phone: 

622444 after 4:00 p.m. 


DUPLEX VILLA FOR RENT 
OR SALE 

Super deluxe furnished or unfurnished villa in Um 
Utheina. Consists of four bedrooms and master 
bedroom, three bathrooms, dining room, living 
room, salon, fully equipped large kitchen, maid’s 
room, central heating, telephone, private garden 
with garage, with area of 430 metres. Newly 
furnished. 

Tel.: 614597 


NEWS 


BRIEF 

McEnroe turns down 
captain’s job 

INGLEWOOD (AFP) — 
John McEnroe has turned 
down the job of United 
States Davis Cup captain for 
persona] reasons, he said in a 
statement. McEnroe, who 
has helped Andre Agassi and 
Boris Becker on an informal 
coaching basis this year, had 
said earlier in the year he 
would be honoured to cap- 
tain his country. Tom Gor- 
man. captain since 1986. 
stood down after the play-off 
against the Bahamas last 
month. The Americans had 
been forced into the play-offs 
following their first round de- 
feat to Australia when Agas- 
si. Jim Courier, Pete Sampras 
and Michael Chang refused 
to play. Former Wimbledon 
champion Stan Smith is now 
seen as the favourite to take 
over. 

Tour De France may 
ban Spanish teams 

PARIS (R) — Tour De 
France organisers may ban 
some Spanish teams from 
next year’s race because of a 
World Cup row. but not 
three-times winner Miguel 
Indurain. Tour Director 
Jean-Marie Leblanc told 
Reuters Monday a boycott of 
this season's World Cup by 
Spanish teams was damaging 
the sport and that reprisals 
might be needed. “But there 
is no question of us barring 
great riders with Spanish 
teams such as Miguel Indu- 
rain or Tony Rominger,” fie~ 
said. . 

Witt to skate 
in December 

FRANKFURT (R) — Ger- 
man figure skating star 
Katarina Witt, who hopes to 
make a comeback at next 
year's Lillehammer Winter 
Olympics, is to skate her new 
free programme for the first 
time in public Dec. 3. The 
27-year-old double Olympic 
champion plans to compete 
in a gala in Frankfurt two 
weeks before the German 
championships where she 
needs to finish at least third 
to keep alive her Olympic 
hopes. Witt won gold at the 
1984 and 1988 Olympics be- 
fore turning professional. She 
is allowed to return to com- 
petitive skating after a five- 
year break under a new rul- 
ing which permits former 
professionals to regain their 
amateur status. 

Graf out of action 

ESSEN (R) — World num- 
ber one Steffi Graf will be out 
of action until the end of 
October after undergoing an 
operation on her injured 
right foot Monday. Doctors 
at the Essen Hospital where 
the 24-year-old German was 
treated said Graf would need 
three weeks of treatment to 
recover from the chipped 
bone in her foot. The French. 
Wimbledon and U.S. Open 
champion will miss indoor 
tournaments in Zurich this 
week and in Brighton, Eng- 
land, starting Oct. 18. The 
German is the defending 
champion at both events. 


JBF International Basketball Tournament 

Jordan concedes win to CSKA 


By AJeen Bannayan 
Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Jordan's nation- 
al basketball team Tuesday 
lost a golden opportunity to 
beat Russian champions 
CSKA Moscow, settling for a 
five-point defeat in the final 
game of. the International 
Basketball Tournament orga- 
nised by the Jordan Basket- 
ball Federation (JBE). 

Although everyone ex- 
pected the Russian cham- 
pions to easily win by a large 
score difference, scoring re- 
mained close throughout the 
first half. CSKA's taller play- 
ers and their experience paid 
off as they built a comman- 
ding lead in the second half 
and won the match 75-70 to 
clinch the championship title. 

Bulgaria's Himik came in 
second, while Lebanon's Al 
Hikmeh finished third. 

Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Haya and hundreds of 
attending fans were over- 
whelmed when the King- 
dom's team took the lead and 
proved they were no easy 
opponents. 

Jordan led 10-7 after a 
three-pointer by team captain 
Murad Barakat. CSKA took 
the lead at 18-15 and 22-18. 
However Barakat scored 
again to give Jordan the lead 
at 23-22. Both teams then 
alternated the lead with 
Barakat, Naser Bushnaq and 
Yousef Zaghloul scoring to 
give Jordan the lead at 31-30. 

Most CSKA players — 
with an average height of two 
metres — lacked accurate 
finishing but managed ro take 
a 37-33 lead in the final mi- 
nutes of the first half. Jor- 
dan's Muntaser Abultayyeb 
scored as CSKA ended' the 
half by a mere two point lead 
of 37-35. 

The visiting team played 
with greater concentration in 
the second half and managed 
to widen their lead to 43-38 
and 45-40 by successfully 
limiting the Jordanian team's 
scoring and often blocking 
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Marwan Al Sacedi 

attempts by Bushnaq. CSKA 
led 49-42 "before two three- 
pointers to lead 55-47 after a 
three-pointer by Barakat. 

The Russian champions ex- 
panded their lead to 65-49 as 
Jordan's Samir Murqus sank 
in a three-pointer of his own 
and 2!4ghloul scored io nar- 
row the gap to 64-54. 


CSKA applied a tighter 
man-to-man deft nee and 
took advantage of many 
loose balls to widen their lead 
to 67-54 before two succes- 
sive three-pointers by Mar- 
wan Mu'touq ami Abul-, 
taweb narrowed th>e cap to 
71-60. 

The Kingdom's team were 
determined to lessen the gap< 
and displayed te amwork 
effort to abort CSKA's press 
defence and assist teammate 
Marwan Al Szecdi as he 
scored ten consecutive points 
ending the match wi'.h a 75-70 
win for CSKA. 

CSKA had crushed Iraq's 
Al Talaba 1 12-53.3 nd Al Naft. 
127-71. and defeated Al Hik- 
meh 90-72 and Himik 1 1 1-94. 
They wilt play the national 
team in two friendly matches 
as part of the Kingdom's 
team's preparations for the 
Asian Basketball Cham- 
pionship in Jakarta. Indone- 
sia Nov. 12-20. 

In Tuesday's other match. 
Al Hikmeh' clinched third 
place with a 101 -SO win over 
Al Naft. Al Hikmeh man- 
aged to take 3 convincing 
lead in the second half lead- 
ing 81-58 and 97.-64 as Walid 
Dmiati and Eli«; Nasr scored. 

Al Naft tried :o catch up as 
Falah Najeeb ored a three- 
pointer followed by six con- 
secutive points by 'his team- 
mates. Dmiati and Elie 
Mshantaf kept At Hikmeh 
leading 96-76. 

The Lebarese team sealed 
their win with a slum dunk by 
their Nigerian player Ema- 
nuel. follow ed by" a three- 
pointer by D.-niati ending the 
match 10] -MU to clinch third 
place. 


FINAL STANDINGS 


Team 

P 

W 

L 

SF 

SA 

Pts 

CSKA 

5 

5 



S S~ 

360 

IS 

Himik 

5 

4 

1 

514 

498 

9 

Hfltmgh 

5 

-» 

3 

4.T. 

423 

7 

Jordan 

5 

2 

3 

424 

438 

7 

Talaba 

5 

2 

3 

A(» 

482 

7 

Naft 

5 

— 

5 

.100 

493 
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New investigations in Marseille and Tapie 


PARIS (AFP) — Disgraced 
Olympique Marseille ana tieir 
beleaguered President Bernard 
Tapie were facing two new 
bribery investigations Tues- 
day. 

The prosecution department 
in Nantes said It was opening a 
preliminary inquiry into claims 
that Marseille had tried to fix a 
1992 League match against 
Nantes. 

Prosecutors in Valenciennes 
announced Monday that they 
are looking into whether Tapie 
had offered money to a key 
witness in the OM- 
Valenciennes scandal to 
change his evidence. 

The player at the centre of. 
both new inquiries is Jean- 
Jacques Eydelie who was at 
Nantes before moving to 
Marseille. He is currently sus- 
pended while attempts are 
made to clear up the whole 
Marseille bribes affair. 

Eydeiie is said to have acted 
as intermediary when Jean- 
Pierre Bernes, the former 
Marseille general manager, 
offered three Valenciennes 
players money to throw a May 
20 league match. 

Marseille have already been 


banned from defending the 
European Champions Cup this 
year and been stripped of the 
French League title. 

The Nantes investigation fol- 
lows allegations made by 
Eydelie while giving evidence 
in the Valenciennes affair. 

Legal sources said he told 
investigating Magistrate Ber- 
nard Beffy that Bernes 
approached him before a 
Marseille-Nantes League game 
March 5, 1992. Eydelie said he 


refused* an offer of 350,000 
francs. ($55,000) from Tapte’y. 
right hand man to “slo*# 
down" during the game. 

Eydelie told the judge tim 
he drought Marseille had man 
the match fairly. The only <^oal 
of liie game was scorer' j by 
French national captain Jr.-an- 
Pie rre Papin who has sin ce. left 
Ma rseille for AC Milan . Fiyde- 
iie said he thought "i*i -was a 
very clear goal.” the legal 
sou.rces said. 


FURNISHED ROOF FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished roof, consists of two bedrooms, sitting room, 
kitchen & one bathroom with separate central heating & 
telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani, opposite Gardens Gas Station. 

For more information please contact: 

Tel.: 665878 



AL-ZAMIL 

AIR CONDITIONERS 


The only air. (^ditioners that proved their high quality 
all over the Middle East area. y 

provided with: 

* Warranty tor one year 

* After sale maintenance 

Ail types & sizes are available at 
Mechanical Engineers - Abdul Rahim Taha 
TeL 611996, fax 624689, Tlx. 21680 ARTCO 
& MEC Trading Corp. Tef. 642722 


BUILDING WANTED FOR PURCHASE 

Consists of four storeys, with a spacious garden 
no less than 2 dunums in area. 

Priority to be given to Jabal Amman districts, 
Shmeisani, Mecca Street, ‘fiweifieh, Urnm Utheina. 

Call tel. 6041 f»1, Amman. . 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 
In Wacfifi Saqra 

(between 4th zmd 5th Circles) 

Three bedrooms, three bath, rooms, living, dining room, big 
salon, veranda, telephone. 7.V. and central heating. 

TeL 818013 


CAR FOR SALE 

SAAB 900, mod, el 1982, silver colour, 
power steering, /VC, good situation. 

For more information, please call: 
Muffleh 685967 


It’s easy for Einstein, 
Is if£ for you? 

YES 

Wear your birth stone ! 

*^^AJANI 




JEWELLERS 


Amra Hotel - Amman. 


Gneaa 


TeL: 634144 

phsladelhoa 


A 

Y 


BEETHOVEN 

Shows: 1230. 3:30. 6:13. 830. Uk30 

A special show lor children at 11 a.m. 
Thursdays. Fridays and Sundays 

PROBLEM CHILD “2” 



CONCORD T 

Faten Hamameh - in 

Land off Dreams 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 1030 

CONCORD ‘IF 

Wesley Snips - in 

New Jack City 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 6:00, 8:15. 10:15 




TeL: 699238 


Sharihan in: 

The greatest musical film 

“Crystal” 

Shewn at 12:30, 3:00. 5:00. 6:30, 8:30, 1030 


TeL': 675571 


Nabfl Al Maahhd 


presents a play entitled: 

Al llm Nuron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: A beer Issa. Daoud Jalajel, 
Hassan Al Shaer. Fuad Shorn ali 
In addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8;15 
Tickets are sold ail day 


Nabfl & Hisfvam’s TeL: 625155 

AHLAM THEATRE 


The political comedy 

WICOME ARAB SUMMIT 

Daily 8:30 p.m 

The theaire closes Saturday and Sunday' 
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CMna conducts nuclear 
test, locks horns withU.S. 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
China's detonation of an 
underground nuclear test 
Tuesday was condemned by 
other nuclear powers and U.S. 
President Bill Qinton coun- 
tered by issuing orders to pre- 
pare for resumed U.S. testing 
next year. 

Russia . Britain, and the Un- 
ited States issued statements 
regretting the Chinese action, 
which marked a setback for a 
U.S.-led moratorium on nuc- 
lear tests, of the western nuc- 
lear powers, only France with- 
held comment. 

Moving with unprecedented 
speed. Peking confirmed the 
test in a statement carried by 
the official Xinhua news agen- 
cy and dismissed the morator- 
ium on nuclear tests as of 
“extremely limited signifi- 
cance.” 

The blast, which measured 


5.8 on the open-ended Richter 
scale, was detected by interna- 
tional seismic monitors in the 
desert lop nor testing site in 
China's far-wesr Xinjiang re- 
gion. 

Western experts said the 
Chinese device was probably 
70 to 80 kilotonnes. and aimed 
at developing a multiple war- 
head missile and maintaining 
China's tactical edge in Asia. 

Responding, the While 
House announced that Mr. 
Clinton "has today directed 
the department of energy to 
take such actions as are needed 
to put the U.S. in a position to 
be able to conduct nuclear tests 
next year.” 

The White House said the 
United States “deeply regrets” 
the underground nuclear test 
announced just hours earlier 
by the Chinese government. 

“We urge China to refrain 


from further nuclear tests and 
to join the other nuclear pow- 
ers in a global moratorium,” 
the White House statement 
said. 

Mr. Qinton, who was in 
California Tuesday, stopped 
short of ordering a resumption 
of nuclear testing, saying such 
a decision would depend on 
“fundamental U.S. national 
security interests.” 

The statement said he would 
consider the contribution that 
further tests would make to 
improving the safety and re- 
liability of U.S. nuclear 
weapons, the extent to which 
China and other nations con- 
tinue to conduct tests, and 
progress in negotiations on a 
global ban on nuclear tests. 

U.S. test sites have been 
maintained in the Nevada De- 
sert by the Energy and De- 
fence departments. 


No key witnesses will testify 
in trade centre bombing trial 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — A 
prosecutor admitted Monday 
that he had no eye-witnesses to 
the key events 'in the World 
Trade Centre bombing but said 
the evidence would be suffi- 
cient to convict the defendants. 

Assistant U.S. Attorney Gil- 
more Childers called the 
February attack which killed 
six people and wounded more 
than 1,000 single most 
destructive act of terrorism 
ever committed here in the 
United States.” 

He said, however, he would 
not be calling any witnesses 
who saw the tomb being made 
or the rental van delivering it 
during the trial of four suspects 
which opened here after three 
weeks of jury seleimon. 

Though tens of thousands of 
people were in the 110-storey 
twin towers when the bombing 
occurred at lunchtime on Feb. 
26. they were "unaware that 
one minute later ...t.beir lives 
would change foreveir.” 

Two of the bu riding's 
maintenance workers died in 
the blast, along with a lock- 
smith. a dental supply sales- 
man, a restuarant manager and 
a pregnant woman. 

Federal and city poli’ce sur- 
i -ounded the courthouse where 
Federal Judge Kevin Duffy 
Oi tiered the jurors to forget 
wit 'at they had read or heard 
aboHit the incident anal told 
them they were about "to start 
on a great adventure.” 

Tilt* trial is expected tc> last 
for tfu? rest of the year. 

Mr. C'hilders said the four i nde- 
pendem's were part of a tixui- 
spiracy to bomb the World 
Trade Centre and other i un- 
identified buildings in the cf ty. 

“This w as part of a k :lf- 
pFOclaimed war of terrorism ■ on 
the United States,” he said in 
his opening statement in tl ie 
highly publici;'>ed trial. 

As the jury was being swor n 
in on Monday Judge Duff/.y 
noted tbc importance of tiu.s 
proceedings. 

"AH of us together are about 
to start on a great adventure. 
You are to become true minis- 


ters of justice.” he told the 
anonymous jurors. 

Mr. Childers said the gov- 
ernment would prove the four 
immigrants built the powerful 
bomb and took it to the trade 
centre in Lower Manhattan, 
the largest office complex in 
the United States. 

However, Robert Precht, 
the lawyer defending Moham- 
mad Salameh, said he would 
use testimony by police officers 
to show his client's behaviour 
was that of an innocent man. - 

Mr. Salameh rented the van 
believed to have been used in 
the bombing but had reported 
it stolen lb hours before the 
blast. He was arrested when he 
tried to get his deposit back on 
his third trip. 

Mr. Precht said these were 
not the actions of someone 
who was euiitv. 

‘The evidence will show Mr. 
Salameh's conduct is not that 
of a person plotting to blow up 
the World Trade Centre." Mr. 
Precht said. “He acted as if he 
had an innocent state of mind. 

The Feb. 26 blast devastated 
the underground garage of the 
complex and sent thick black 
smoke pouring through the 
twin towers. . . . _ 

“After doing this. These 
four defendants put Americans 
on notice it was. they who 
carried out this heinous act and 

S would do it again,” Mr. 
ers said. 

He said that while there 
.were no witnesses who actually 
saw the men mixing the che- 
micals used in the bomb,”you 
will hear testimony undeniably 
ing the men to the che- 


mil 

The 41-minute presentation 
was the first look at the gov- 
ernment's case against the 
men. 

The. government alleges the 
four were part of a broader 
conspiracy by a group of fun- 
damentalists with ties to 
Sheikh Omar Abdul Rahman, 
a blind Egyptian cleric who' 
preaches violence against the 
government in Cairo. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman is 


charged in a separate indict- 
ment that alleges he was the 
guiding hand in a conspiracy to 
blow up the United Nations, 
kill Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak and destroy two vital 
New York dty highway tun- 
nels. 

The current case involves 
four defendants: Mr. Salameh, 
25, an illegal immigrant of 
Palestinian descent, Nidal 
Ayyad, 25, a naturalised U.S. 
citizen of Palestinian descent, 
Mahmoud Abu Halima, 33, an 
Egyptian native, and Ahmad 
Ajaj, 27, a Palestinian born in 
Jerusalem. 

Two other defendants, Ram- 
zi Yousef and Abdul Yasin, 
remain fugitives. 

Mr. Childers said Mr. Ajaj 
and Mr. Yousef had arrived in 
the United States from .Pakis- 
tan with a “terrorist library" of 
manuals and video and audio 
cassettes explaining how to 
make and carry out bombing 
attacks. 

He said when they entered 
the United States “terrorism 
arrived in this country." 

Mr. Childers said that sever- 
er days after the bombing the 
defendants sent a letter to the 
New York. Times saying the 
‘attack was to protest against 
U.S. policy and aid to Israel. 

He said evidence will show 
that Mr. Ayyad was the author 
of the letter and that his saliva 
was found on the envelope. 

Legal experts say the de- 
fence Will nave a difficult time 
winning an acquittal because of 
the large amount of scientific 
and circumstantial evidence 
linking their clients to the 
blast. 

But the lawyers are expected 
to argue that ties to their 
clients are tenuous and that the 
prosecution is trying to win 
convictions through guilt by 
association. 

They were indicted for 
•allegedly carrying out the 
bombing and for the resulting 
deaths and injuries. If con- 
victed they face a possible 
maximum term of life in 
■prison. 


Russia to show advanced jet in Dubai 
for first time in bid to enter market 


ABU* DHABI (AFP) — Rus- 
sia. seeking to boost arms ex- 
ports to obtain much -needed 
hard currency, will put one of 
its most advanced fighters on 
display for the first time at a 
Gulf air show in November. 

Organisers said Russia, in its 
biggest participation ever in a 
Middle East military exhibi- 
tion. would display' 20 war- 
planes and helicopters at the 
Nov. 7-11 air show in Dubai in 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE). including the adv- 
anced Sukhoi SU-35 fighter. 

“This marks the first show- 
ing of this latest version of the 
•aircraft outside Russia." said 
Trevor Nash, editor of the 
influential magazine Military 
Technology. 

“The SU-35 is an extremely 
sophisticated and potent air- 
craft and its presence in Dubai 
has to be taken very serious- 
ly*" 

"The Russians are playing 
their best cards at Dubai. They 
have understood their previous 
marketing weakness and are 
showing genuine signs of put- 
ting their' affairs in order." he 


Organisers of the event, the 
world's third biggest air show, 
said the Russians would also 
display their SU-27 fighter air- 
craft, "MiG jets, the Kamov 50 
helicopter and Rostvertol's 
M126TM. the largesi helicop- 
ter in the world.' 

More than 450 companies 
from Russia, the United 
States. France. Britain. China 
-::d ncarlv 31) other countries 


will participate in the Dubai 
show, which coincides with 
continued efforts by Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
•.•tales to beef up their forces 
I’bllowing the 1990 Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

Their focus is on warplanes 
a:nd long-range missiles to 
o iHset a troop shortage due to 
their relatively low native 
populations. 

The six GCC memebers — 
Sa udi Arabia. Kuwait, 
Baihrain. Oman. Qatar and the 
UAE — are expected to spend 
neu.rly $5 billion a year on arms 
purchases until beyond the 
turn of the century, according 
10 military experts. 

Russia displayed MiG jets at 
Dubai's 1991 air show and its 
latest version of the T-72 tank 
at this year's Abu Dhabi land 
arms show. 

But it has not reported any 
■ major deals. It. however, has 
offered to sell any type of tanks 
and jets and set up joint arms 
ventures in the regiun. 

GCC states still depend 
heavily on Western weapons 
although r.hey have tried in the 
past to diversify sources of 
hardware supplies. 

“Russia's apparent deter- 
mination to enter the Middle 
East is evidence of the import- 
ance of the international indus- 
try places oil this region.” said 
Y.rgima Ker.n. managing direc- 
tor of the London-based Fairs 
and Exhibitions, organiser of 
the Dubai show which is held 
every two years. 

“ft remains one of the few 


growth areas for both military 
and civil aviation sales as gov- 
ernments continue their mod- 
ernisation and development 
programmes, another yard- 
stick which indicates the mar- 
ket potentiai." 

The United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has taken delivery of 
about six U.S. -made Apache 
combat helicopters and will re- 
ceive more in 1994. a UAE 
Defence Ministry official said 
Tuesday. 

The first batch of the 20 
helicopters ordered in 1992 
under a $600-mii!ion deal was 
received last week and they 
were flown by UAE pilots who 
were trained in the United 
States, said Amin Badruddin, 
director of the Defence Minis- 
try's newly-created offset prog- 
ramme. 

“Deliveries of the Apache 
helicopters will continue 
through 1994." he said in a 
statement to AFP. "Die deal is 
subject to our offset condi- 
tions." 

The UAE introduced the 
offset programme two years 
ago. under which arms sup- 
pliers must invest up to 60 per 
cent of die deal's value. 

It expects billions of dollars 
to be pumped into its economy 
given its large armament plans, 
which could exceed SS billion 
until the year 2000. 

Officials say this will help 
efforts to diversify their oil- 
dependent economy as offset 
deals will attract technology 
for the industrial sector. 



Peres calls on Syria to negotiate 


BONN (Agencies) — Israeli 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
called Tuesday upon Syria to 
negotiate for peace with Israel, 
but said that Israel's withdraw- 
al from the Golan Heights 
could not be a precondition for 
such talks. 

Mr. Peres, who was speak- 
ing after talks in Bonn early 
Tuesday with Chancellor hel- 
mut Kohl, said Israel was 
ready to consider a withdraw- 
al, but that Syria must show its 
willingness to talk about the 
conditions for this. “We want 
to know what will be the na- 
ture of the peace and the secur- 
ity arrangements," he said. 

He said Israel was ready for 
talks with Syria, and he un- 
favourably compared the atti- 
tude of Syrian President Hafez 
A1 Assad with that of the 
Palestinians, who had been 
ready for talks with Israel. 

The foreign minister said 
Israel's goal was a comprehen- 
sive peace settlement in the 
Middle East including Syria. 

Mr. Peres said he also hoped 
for a peace accord with Jordan 
"very soon.” 

The minister . said he had 
found the chancellor “very 
positive and very understand- 
ing,” and declared himself 
"very satisfied" at his talks 
with Kohl, who has been in- 
vited to make a second visit to 
Israel, after one in March. 

He described relations be- 
tween Israel and Germany as 
being “in good shape,” and 
said he knew the recent wave 
of anti-Semitic and anti- 
foreigner violence in Germany 
was unacceptable for the chan- 
cellor too. 


Mr. Peres said he expected 
Germany to become more in- 
volved in the Middle East 
peace process. 

In a statement, Mr. Kohl for 
his part said Germany sup- 
ported Israel's desire for 
speedy negotiations to update 
a cooperation accord between 
Israel and the European Com- 
munity. 

“The chancellor reaffirmed 
Germany's support for the 
Israeli wish for new negotia- 
tions soon with the European 
Community on expanding the 
existing cooperation agree- 
ment," the statement added. 

Mr. Peres said German busi- 
ness should play a major role 
in developing the Middle East 
to secure chances for peace 
created by last month's Israeli- 
Palcstinian pact. 

"Germany can and should 
and probably will play a more 
important role in the new 
structure of the Middle East,” 
said Mr. Peres, who met Mr. 
Kohl on his way home from the 
United States. 

He said Germany and its EC 
allies should help develop tour- 
ism and industry, including 
mineral mining from the Dead 
Sea, to stabilise the region 
after decades of war. But he 
had not discussed concrete 
plans with Mr. Kohl, who has 
stressed that Germany's high 
unification bills and spending 
on the former Soviet bloc limit 
its scope for foreign aid. 

Bonn will play about 28 per 
cent of S600 million pledged by 
the EC over five years to aid 
the Palestinian transition to 
self-rule in Gaza and Jerichp. 

The minister stressed to 


journalists it was important the 
Palestinian entity become an 
economic as well as a political 
success, and said he envisaged 
a triangle of cooperative 
prosperity between Israel, 
Palestinians and Jordan. ■ 

But in answering questions 
he warned that Iran was a 
danger to other states of the 
region, and attacked its sup- 
port for Islamic-inspired move- 
ments such as Hizbollah in 
Lebanon and Hamas in the 
Israeli-occupied territories. 

Mr. Peres also said Jeru- 
salem would remain the 
"Israeli capital" and that it had 
never been an Arab capital. 

Asked about the Palestinian 
diaspora and its rights, the 
minister said there was no 
question of allowing all Palesti- 
nians to return, as this would 
make them the majority with 
the result that Israel would “no 
longer be a Jewish state.” 

“How can anyone expect us 
to sacrifice our majority?” the 
minister asked. 

Mr. Peres, who was making 
a brief visit to Germany on his 
return from the United States, 
was going on to Lisbon for a 
meeting of the Socialist Inter- 
national, which groups soda! 
democrat-type parties from 
around the world. 

A Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) repre- 
sentative is expected to attend 
the Lisbon meeting. 

Mr. Peres told reporters 
Tuesday he was satisfied that 
German leaders opposed the 
far-right upsurge but be urged 
them to guard against further 
violence. At least 28 people 
have been killed in such 


/ 


attacks since 1991. 

"I hope the Germans will be 
on their guard when it comes 
to outbursts of xenophobia, 
anti-Semitism or any other out- 
bursts against minorities," the 
foreign minister said. 

He said Mr. Kohl had raised 
the issue in their hour-long 
talks, pledging to oppose right- 
wing violence. 

“I would be satisfied if there 
wasn't any need to raise the 
issue, but I am satisfied with 
the position Kohl took,” he 
told the news conference. 

Mr. Peres said he welcomed 
the fact that German political 
and business leaders as well as 
trade unions and the press had 
taken a stand against-neo- 
Nazis. 

Mr. Kohl, who has been 
criticised by liberals and Jewish 
leaders at home for not taking 
neo-Nazism seriously enough, 
condemned racist violence in a 
televised speech on Sunday 
marking the third anniversary 
of German unity. 

Mr. Peres declined to com- 
ment when asked whether ties 
with Israel would suffer should 
Mr. Kohl's controversial candi- 
date for the presidency, Stef- 
fen Heitmann, be elected next 
May. 

Mr. Heitmann has beeen 
attacked by liberals in Mr. 
Kohl's own coalition but 
praised by radical rightists for 
suggesting that Germans 
should put their dark Nazi past 
behind them and that the coun- 
try risked becoming swamped 
with foreigners. 

In his statement after the talks, 
Mr. Kohl did not mention the 
neo-Nazi issue. 


Abdul Shafi ready 
to quit active politics 


AMMAN (R) — Chief Palesti- 
nian peace negotiator Haidar 
Abdul Shafi said Tuesday he 
was reaching out to hardline 
opposition groups and would 
quit if Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat did not listen to 
critics of the PLO's deal with 
Israel. 

The Gaza physician, who 
gave a voice to the Palestinians 
at the opening of peace talks in 
Madrid two years ago, said his 
decision would hinge on talks 
with Mr. Arafat this week and 
meetings with the opposition 
to see if there was any common 
ground. 

“If I reach an accord on 
unity maybe I will stay on... 
but most probably I will re- 
tire,” said Mr. Abdul Shafi, 
who looks younger than his 74 
years. 

He told Reuters that the 
previous round of negotiations 
in Washington where delegates 
were sidelined while Mr. Ara- 
fat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin sealed a 
secretly-negotiated accord on 
Palestinian self-rule was prob- 
ably his last. 

The veteran nationalist who 
boycotted the historic signing 
of the peace pact in Washing- 
ton last month believes the 
agreement puts the Palesti- 
nians at risk of never regaining 
a homeland. 

Other prominent Palesti- 
nians have criticised the 
accord. But few have the moral 
weight of Dr. Abdul Shafi, 
who helped found the PLO 
and was a piller of the banned 
group through the years when 
he suffered house arrest and 
exile. 

At Madrid, he helped trans- 
form the world’s image of 
Palestinians from international 
terrorists and stone-throwing 
mobs in a dignified address 
eloquently stating the Palesti- 
nian's case for a homeland 
after 45 years of the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi said he 


accepts that the agreement 
cannot be changed but worries 
that if Mr. Arafat does not 
take into account opposition 
views it will further split the 
PLO and lead it into further 
concessions in negotiations to 
implement the accord. 

“I am trying to find the 
middle way between Arafat 
and the opposition... the situa- 
tion demands this," said Dr. 
Abdul Shafi, who for years was 
one of the PLO chief's 
staunchest supporters. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi said be was 
meeting Amman-based leaders 
of the Popular Front for the 
(Liberation of Palestine (PFLP) 
and Nayef Hawatmeh’s 
Democratic Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine (DFLP). 
He will meet Hamas leaders in 
Gaza. 

All three groups have vowed 
to try to foil the PLO-Israeli 
accord, leaders of the PFLP 
and Hawatmeh'5 DFLP, two of 
the biggest PLO factions, have 
suspended their membership 
on the organisation’s gov- 
erning executive committee in 
protest against the U.S.- 
brokered peace process. 

Dr. Abdul Shafi said he 
would try to convince them to 
take a constructive opposition 
role in getting a better deal 
rather than discrediting Mr. 
Arafat if the PLO leader 
agreed to listen to their con- 
cerns. 

“We have an agreement and 
many of its aspects are bad and 
negative but we have to decide 
how to face it,” Dr. Abdul 
Shafi said, calling for a unified 
front to decide the future of 
■the pact. 

“I want to see whether the 
opposition is ready for this if 
they are then I have to ask Mr. 
Arafat for practical steps to 
convince the opposition that he 
is serious in abiding by the 
principle of the democratic 
process,” he said. “We have to 
abide by the voice of the 
majority.” 


Yeltsin consolidates grip 

(Continued Cram page 1) 


after the barrage of fire outside 
parliament had subsided. 

Attackers fired shots from a 
car and from the roofs of adja- 
cent buildings and 20 people — 
violating the curfew — took 
shelter in the agency. A patrol- 
ing police captain was shot 
dead on a nearby street and a 
second policeman was hit in 
the leg. 

Sporadic shooting was also 
reported near the Ostankino 
television centre which aifti- 
Yeltsin protesters had tried^p 
storm on Sunday. — 

Many schools reopened on 
Tuesday after being hurriedly 
closed on Modnay as special 
troops traded shots with the 
insurgents by the riverside par- 
liament. Somne parents kept 
their children home for a 
second day. 

An overnight curfew was in- 
troduced during the three-day 
abortive bid by communist 
hardliners in August 1991 to 
overthrow then-Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev. 


But that curfew was 
announced almost as an after- 
thought more than 24 hours 
after an eight-man “emergency 
committee” said it had seized 
power. 

A curfew was also imposed 
for a few days in October 1941 
in order to avoid panic as Nazi 
forces approached Moscow. 

The state prosecutor's office 
Tuesday issued warrants for 
the arrests of Ilya Konstanti- 
nov and Vktor Anpiiov^the 
leaders of the hardline Nation- 
al Salvation Frbht and the 
working Russia Party/ respec- 
tively. 

The two men, suspected of 
helping orchestrate the vio- 
lence in Moscow, were among 
Mr. Yeltsin's most radical poli- 
tical opponents and both were 
reported by news agencies to 
have gone into hiding Monday. 

At the same time, Mr. Yelt- 
sin sacked the state prosecutor, 
Valentin Stepankov, and 
issued a decree replacing him 
with Alexei Kazannik. a legal 
official from the Siberian city 
of Omsk. ITAR-TASS said. 


Amnesty secures Arafat 
pledge to respect rights 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat has pledged that any 
future Palestinian entity will 
respect human rights. Amnesty 
International said Tuesday. 

The London-based human 
rights organisation said that 
Mr. Arafat had told an Amnes- 
ty delegation in Tunis on 
Saturday: “The PLO is com- 
mitted to respect all standards 
and to incorporate them folly 
into Palestinian legislation 

He also promised to set up 
an institution charged with 
monitoring respect for human 
rights, which would be “Inde- 
pendent and protected from 
any interference.” 

Amnesty stressed the im- 
portance of human rights train- 
ing for law enforcement offi- 
cials. 

In his meeting with Amnesty 
International, Mr. Arafat also 
acknowledged the fun- 
damental roles of local — in- 
cluding Palestinian — and in- 
ternational human rights orga- 
nisations in protecting and 
promoting human rights. He 
stressed the readiness of the 
PLO to fully cooperate with 
them. Amnesty said. 

The Amnesty International 
delegation learned that the 
PLO has noted the annex to 
Resolution 1992/54 adopted by 
the United Nations Commis- 
sion on Human Rights on 
National Institutions for the 
promotion and protection of 


human rights, and was work- 
ling to set up a Palestinian 
national high institution for hu- 
man rights. 

“I am very much concerned 
that this institution be indepen- 
dent and protected from any 
interference,” said Mr. Arafat. 
On Sunday be issued a decree 
formally establishing this new 
Palestinian institution. 

• Amnesty International stres- 
sed the importance of the rapid 
introduction of human rights 
1 training for law enforcement 
officials and human rights 
education in- schools and uni- 
versities. It welcomed the 
readiness of the PLO to give 
priority to such training and 
educational programme. 

Amnesty International’s dis- 
cussion in Tunis followed a 
similar visit the previous week 
to Israel and the occupied ter- 
ritories, where Amnesty Inter- 
national delegates met Israeli 
and Palestinian officials as well 
as members of human rights 
groups. 

Amnesty International stres- 
sed the need for both sides to 
fully implement international 
human' rights standards in the 
context of the agreements to 
be negotiated on the occupied 
territories. .‘‘Human rights 
violations chi a large scale have 
been a daily occurrence in 
these territories for far too 
long,” said Amnesty Interna- 
tional. ‘Today is an opportun- 
ity to change this situation and 
start building a better future.” 


Somalia braced for clash 


(Continued from page X) 
were being held dose to Gen, 
Aideed to ward off possible 
reprisal attacks. 

More U.S. troops and heavy 
armour headed for Somalia 
Tuesday. 

The troops from the 24th 
infantry division (mechanised) 
left from their base at Fort 
Stewart, Georgia. 

“The morale of the troops is 
excellent,” said Major Kelly 
Fitzpatrick as the reinforce- 
ments began their trip to Afri- 
ca. “They are very eager.” 

Defence Secretary Les 
Aspin ordered the reinforce- 
ments — 220 troops and sever- 
al Ml-Al tanks, armoured 
vehides, and two more heli- 
copter gunships — to give 
added protection to the 4,700 
U.S. troops that are part of a 
28,000-member U.N. force in 
Somalia. 

The Italian news agency 
ANSA said Gen. Aideed 
meanwhile effectively warned 
Mr. Qinton that any plan to 
boost the American military 
presence in Somalia will only 
hurt peace prospects. 

ANSA said Gen. Aideed 
issued the warning in a radio 
broadcast on Monday night. 

"Sending more forces and 
weapons to the country on the 
part of the United Nations will 
not serve peace but worsen the 
situation,” an ANSA report 
quoted Gen. Aideed as saying 
in the 20-minute broadcast. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Qiristopher said U.S. troops 
would not leave Somalia until 
they had established “a secure 


environment." 

Mr. Qiristopher said in an 
interview on Public Television: 
“This is a time for us to be 
steady, to continue to establish 
security there.” He added: 
“Until we finish that job we 
shoudn’t speak about leaving, 
especially tonighr.” 

In San Francisco, President 
Clinton expressed deep sorrow 
over tfae deaths of the 12 U.S. 
troops and said the United 
States would take steps to pro- 
tect its forces in. Somalia. 

“I am just not satisfied that 
the American soldiers who are 
there have the protection they 
need under present circumst- 
ances. So I have authorised ... 
a modest increase to get some 
armoured protection for 
them.” 

He said: “Tins is not to 
signify some huge new commit- 
ment or offensive at this time. 
But I'm just not satisfied that 
the American soldiers that are 
there have the protection they 
need, under present circumst- 
ances.” 

Referring to U.S. captives, 
he said: “We have ... issued 
the sternest warning that if 
anything happens to them in- 
consistent with that, the Un- 
ited States, not the United 
Nations, the United States will 
view this matter very gravely 
and take appropriate action.” 
On Capitol Hill, reaction 
was sharp to the American 
deaths — which brought to at 
least 23 the number of U.S. 
troops killed in action in Soma- 
lia. Four others have died from 
accidental and other causes. 
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Chinese leaders 
return to school 
to. study Deng 

PEKING (AFP) — Cabinet 
ministers and provincial lead- 
ers have been rounded up and 
sent bade to school to bone 
their allegiance to paramount 
leader Deng Xiaoping's re- 
forms, China's state-run media 
reported Tuesday. The study 
session opened here Monday 
at the Central Party School, 
the Communist Party's official 
training ground, with 45 minis- 
ters and provincial governor! . . . - 
in attendance. Hu Jintao, one . 
of the seven members of the .. . - 
party's all-powerful Politburo . 

Standing Committee, told the 
class that implementing Deng's 
theory of building “sodaUsn 
with Chinese characteristics” - 
was a matter of the “future and 
destiny of the party, state and ' 

Chinese nation,” the reports • . . 
said. Referring to major coo- -* 
traditions arising from Chi- r 
na's shift to a market economy, -* 

Mr. Hu said that ‘in solving •> 
the problems, it will not do to 
follow old ways of thinking or / 
to adopt old methods fonnu- . ... ^ 
lated under the system of cen- -j2 fci“ ec ‘ 1 
tral planning.” Mr. Deng, who : '\<k jay 5 
launched China's reform and 
opening policy 15 years ago, - . - * ' 
recorded perhaps Ins greatest J/, 
triumph last year when the . , - 
party formally decided to shift - . 
to a market economy. But the 
drift has contributed to the ' - 
central government's loss of 
fiscal control over the pro- . . 
vinces and has met with resist- ~- r 
ance from cabinet ministries^*// .' .. . 
unwilling to relinquish powers^' .. . 
held during four decades of 
central planning. 
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German priest 
jailed for rape 
of 12-year-old 


AUGSBURG, Germany (R) 

— A German Roman Catholic 
priest was jailed for four years 
for forcing a 12-year-old girl 
into sex at least 45 times. The 
Youth Protection Qtamber of 
the regional court in tfae south- 
ern dty of Augsburg heard that 
the priest, now 65, in February 
1982 drugged the child with 7/' 
communion wine before strip- 
ping and raping her for the first r 
time as she lay unconscious. "[ 
The priest, whom the court did / 
not name, made photographs -~ : - : 
of his victim and used these to ' 
blackmail her into having sex::*'-- 
with him whenever he sum-V“ 
mooed her, up until August - 
1983. The girl was 12 when the 
attacks began. In 1984 she 
tried in desperation to poison 
herself, lying down in her 
attacker’s church to die. But 
she was found and recovered in 
hospital. She only broke her 
silence earlier this year, when 
she beard that the priest bad 
sacked another young woman 
from her job as nursery school 
teacher for cohabiting with a 
.man, and decided to speak out 
against his hypocrisy, the court 77.' 
heard. Her decision to go to 7 .; 
the police was also prompted 
by obscene phone calls which L : ; ; 
she began receiving and which 7 ' - 
she believed could be coming. 7*' 
from her attacker. In sentenc-^'Th" 
ing, Judge Hans Hanne attack- 
ed church authorities, saying 
they had found out about the 
sex attacks no later than De- 
cember 1984 and should have 
gone to the police then. 
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Brazil deputies 
'cost $30,000 to 
$50,000’ 
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BRASILIA (AFP) — Corrupt 
Brazilian deputies will switch 
party allegiance for between 
$30,000 and $50,000, author- 
ities said in announcing plans 
to investigate bribery of legis- 
lators. Evidence of bribery 
came to light when the tiny 
Social Democratic Party 
allegedly offered deputies be*,/-.* 
tween $30,000 and $50,000 to# - 
join them so the party would ■ 
have enough legislators to nm 
a presidential candidate next 
year. The party had six -de- 
puties, well short of the 15 it 
needed to field a candidate 
under a new electoral law pas- 
sed last week. But in less man 
one week, the Social Demo- 
crats were able to win over 14 
legislators for a total of 20. 
Deputies who turned down 
bribes reported the attempts, 
and the president of the cham- 
ber of deputies, Inocentip 
Olivers, ordered an investiga- 
tion. But opinion here differs 
on whether taking bribes is 
illegal, or just bad form. The 
chief magistrate of the cham- 
ber of deputies, Fernando 
Lyra, said deputies who took 
bribes could lose their posts dr \ t 
even be sentenced to prison. rV. '■ 
terms. But the president of tbecjr. . 
Supreme Electoral Tribunal* 
Sepulveda Pertence, said those - . 
opposed to bribery had no 
legal recourse. 
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